„r TWO VOLUMES. - 
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But ah the Hiftoric Muſe has never dar'd 
Jo pierce thoſe hallow'd bowers: tis fancy's beam 
Pour'd on the viſion of the enraptur'd bard, 
That paints the charms of that delicious theme: : 
Then hail ſweet fancy's ray; and hail the dream 
Phat weans the weary ſoul from guilt and woe: 


& "Careleſs 1 what others of my choice may deem, 


I long, where love and fancy lead, to go. | 
And meditate on 2 — of earth I know. 
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CHAP. I. 


But ah! the crowd of wretched ſouls, 
Fetter'd to minds of different moulds, 


And chain'd to eternal ſtrife, Warrs. 


1 N the diſtipated court of Charles the ſe- 
cond, in the ſunſhine of royal favour, flouriſh- 
ed the Earl of Mountſhannon ; a man of 
weak intellect, turbulent and ambitious, yet 
poſſeſſing a graceful exterior, elegant addreſs, 
and poliſhed manners; while, on the borders 


of Scotland, in an old gothic manſion that 


was once a caſtle, and to which ſome. forti- 
en ſome mouldering turrets, and de- 


vol. 1, EE > cayed 
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cayed ramparts ftill belonged, reſided, un- 
Knowing and unknown, his deſerted family. 


| The caſtle, which bore the name of 
| Mountford, was ſituated on an eminence. 
The weſtern front commanded a view of the 
ocean, and the rocky cliffs that overhung 
the beach; the eaſtern apartments, the only 

| habitable part of this vaſt building, looked 
to the valley below, where a few neat cot- 
tages and ſome imall farms, formed the 


thamler.. 


The Earl, though bred a Catholic, and 
attached by early prejudice to the royal 
party, was too much a man of the world to 
maintain his principles at the riſk of his 
fortune; always the ready tool of power, he 

was eager to aid the ambitious projects 
of Cromwell, ſoon as the intereſt of his un- 
fortunate ſovereign began to decline. 


While acting in concert with the uſurper, 
0 to ratify his own ſelfiſn views over- a 
| turned 
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turned all the efforts of patriot virtue for the 


liberty and happineſs of his country, he be- | 


came acquainted with the only daughter and 


heireſs of Sir Thomas Mountford. Her 
immenſe wealth induced him to offer his 


hand; nor did the facrifice of his religion to 
the opinion of Sir Thomas, 4 zealous preſ- 


byterian, appear of ſufficient conſequence to 
balance the great advantages that might 
ariſe from ſuch a union. Matilda Mount-. 
ford was a woman of ſound and highly culti- 
vated underſtanding ; . benevolent, artleſs, 


and ſincere; educated near one of the pro- 
vincial towns of France by a maternal aunt, 
her early days had paſſed in retirement; the 
little ſociety ſhe had mixed with was ſuch as. 
to rouſe the latent ſparks of genius, and call 
forth intellectual exertions, while it foſtered 
romantic feelings, which a more general 
knowledge of the world might have ſup- 
| preſſed. On the death of her aunt ſhe re- 
turned to her father's houſe, who, 1 
and ſevere, checked all her lively ſal” es, 
and damped that innocent cheerfulneſs and 


B-2 - ſportive 
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ſportive gaiety with which ſhe had 1 


wont to charm : ſhe felt the change; her 
' ſpirits ſank, and the paternal roof ſeemed the 


tomb of all her hopes. 


| Matilda, dads libs of theſe feel- 
ings, was introduced to Lord Mountſhannon ; 
the eaſe and vivacity of his manners formed 
a pleaſing contraſt with the cold reſerve of 
thoſe perſons with whom ſhe was now com- 
pelled to paſs her time; nor were his per- 
ſonal attractions wholly loſt on a girl of 
| eighteen, and-after avery ſhort acquaintance, 

ſhe yielded, with little reluctance, to het 
father's commands, and became a wife, with- 
out knowing the temper, purſuits, or in- 
| Clinations * the man who was to be the 
5 guide of her future life, and to whom ſhe had 
ſolemnly vowed obedience. ?Tis true. ſhe 
married without that glow of affection that 
| binds mutual ſouls; where mind forms the 
baſis of union, and on which her imagination 
had often dwelt with fond and romantic de- 
light; yet, liſtening to the dictates of hope, 


= 
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ſhe expected to find her huſband an affec- 


tionate friend; a rational companion, in 
whoſe boſom ſhe could pour forth all her 
joys and ſorrows ; whoſe heart would beat in 
uniſon with her own ; whoſe virtues would 
inſure her eſteem. A very few months how 
ever, convinced her ſhe was miſtaken ; 1n the 
mind of his lordſhip ſhe could find no aſ- 
ſociate; it would not aſſimilate with her's; 
he could liſten to the emanations of genius 
unmoved; nor had the tender careſſes f 
affection power to ſoften his heart: the joys 
of the ſenſualiſt were the only ones of which 
his vitiated faculties were ſuſceptible : ſhe 
ſighed with regret at the painful diſappoint- 
ment; and her ſoul ſickened at the recollec- 
tion, that only death could break the fetters 
voluntarily put on, or diſſolve the mental 
Navery in which ſhe was bound, | 
During the life of her father, Lord Mount- 
ſhannon continued to treat his wife with cold 
eſteem ; but that was ill calculated to anſwer ' 
her ardent feelings, to fill the aching void in 
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her boſom, and render exiſtence valuable + 3 
in the proſpect too of becoming a mother, 
the could not look on the father & of her child 
with indifference, and exerted all her powers 
to awaken affection in his heart, but in vain. 
The hour at length arrived that made Lady 
Mountſhannon a mother, who, as ſhe preſſed 
her infant daughter to her boſom, felt a new 
and delightful ſenſation; ſhe had in her an 
object on whom to laviſh her affection with- 
-out fearing thoſe chilling blaſts which had 
hitherto repreſſed her feelings, and damped 
every riſing hope : the ſentiment ſunk deep 
in her mind, whilit more than maternal fond- 
neſs warmed her heart. Lord Mountſhannon 
tooexperiencedafather's feelings, and, though 
the glow was tranſient, it excited in him a 
tenderneſs towards his wife unfelt before, 
who, deceived by appearances, fancying ſhe 
beheld a gleam of returning happineſs, en- 
tered with rapture into the public rejoicings 
his lordſhip made on the occaſion. This 
ſcence of delight was, however, of ſhort 
nnn * Thomas W died be- 
fore 
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fore the infant Matilda was ſix months old, 
and having, on a cloſer inveſtigation of the 
character of Lord Mountſhannon, diſcovered 
his hypocriſy, and dreading more than any 


thing that his grand children ſhould be 


educated in a religion ſo pregnant with error, 


as in his opinion was the Roman Catholic, 


bequeathed the whole of his property to the 
heir or heirs of his daughter, under her im- 


mediate direction, intirely independent of the 


controul or interference of her huſband. 


Thus diſappointed in all his expectations, his 
temper, naturally ſelfiſh, became harſh and 
ſullen 3 NO longer under any reſtraint in his 


behaviour, and regarding his wife with ſuſ- 


Picivn as the cauſe of the old baronet's wWhim, 
his former reſpectful conduct changed into 
brutal ill- humour. She was condemned to 


| liſten to vain regrets: or harſh reproaches 
whenever he paſſed an hour in her ſociety. 


3 Depreſſed by langour of body, for ſhe was 
again in a ſtate of pregnancy, her ſpirits ſunk 


. * tyranny, and che ſigh of n 
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burſt from her heart at this proof of his v want 
of humanity, IS . 
TTT 
united to a man] can neither love nor eſteem, 
(for ſpite of all her caſuiſtry, of every effort 
to hide from herſelf the diſlike ſhe felt for 
an unworthy huſband, her mind was alive to 
the truth in all its force) but muſt I endure 
his coarſe uſace, and meanly ſubmit to his 
authority? No! every principle of virtue 
indignantly revolts at the idea: yet, alas] to 
whom can I apply for redreſs ? the laws of 
ſociety admit of no remedy.” _ 


Her only reſources from inquietude were 

in the infantine endearments of her little 
charge; in providing for its preſent wants, 
and Planning ſchemes for its future happineſs, 
Her temper, naturally warm and romantic, 
vas corrected by the coolneſs of her judg- 
ment, which was ſtrenthened by diſappoint- 
ment, and the neceſſity ſhe was now under of 


Kling for herfelf. Influenced by her ob- 
ſervations ; 
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fervitions on the healthy looks of the hardy 
peaſants , and regardleſs of the vulgar cepſures. 
that might aſſail her, ſhe reſolved that ener- 15 
vating indulgence ſhould not blaſt the infant 
years of her child, who, lightly clad, lived 1 
almoſt in the open air. The birth of a ſon 
made no change in Lord Mountſh annon ; he 
never viſited home but to complain « or chide; 
and the death of the protector, together with 

the reſtoration of monarchy , which happened 

| ſoon after, giving a new turn to his fortunes, _ 
he became wholly neglectful. of the tender 


ties he had formed. 


From his activity in the monarch” 8 affifts, | 
15 found no difficulty in obtaining from the 
: eaſy indolent Charles a pardon of his paſt 
conduct, which, gloſſed by his art, appeared 
rather the reſult of neceſſity than of choice; . 
immerſed in pleaſures, unwilling to bear the. 
fatigue of ſearching for truth, the king de- 
lieved his aſſurances, admitted him to his 
confidence, and raiſed him to ae of dignity 

1 5 e HORNE. 
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chd truſt, Young, handſome, and deſerted; 
Lady Mountſhannon was an object of atten- 
tion to all the diffipated rakes of the court; 
but though the tie of affection which bound 
her to her huſband was broken; though he 
had formed a ſenfual connection with Ger 
and the prevalence of example ſeemed to 
countenance vice ; fo ardent were her ma- 
ternal feelings, ſo ſolicitous was ſhe for the 
| happineſs of her children, that, ſhuddering 
; Ak her ſituation; ſhe reſolved to retire from: 
* e | x 


The caſtle of Mountford, ich great part . 
of the eſtate belonging to it, had been fettled 
on her at her marriage; in this caſtle Lord 
Mountſhannon heard, with aſtoniſhment and 
pleaſure, it was her wiſh to reſide: he had 
always dreaded her as a monitreſs, and been 
awed by the ſuperior powers of her mind: as 
her preſence was a reſtraint on his pleaſures, 
and a reproach to his conduct, he Joy fully 
prepared it for her reception. | 
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L Mountſhannon quitted London with 
little regret; ſhe had formed no friendſhip 
there to intereſt her heart, or excite one- 
forrowful ſenſation, one parting ſigh: ſhe 
had been inſulted by the gallantry of her male 
acquaintance, and the pity of her female. 
The beautiful ſcenery that ſurrounded the 
caſtle, the honeſt expreſſions of heart- felt joy 
with which the tenants welcomed her arrival, 
ſoothed her; and the artleſs prattle of infant 
_ reaſon, already opening in the minds of her 
children, ſoon reſtored her native cheerful- 
neſs. The caſtle had once been the ſeat of 
| hoſpitality ; revelry and mirth had once: 

echoed through its now deſolated apartments; 
plenty had then enlivened the village; and 
the cottagers, ſoon as they knew Lady 5 
Mountſhannon was come to reſide amongſt 
them, expected the return of thoſe days they 
had fo . Heard their fathers . of 1 | 


delight. | RL ROE Tt 1380 
nnd to live in the ſimpleſt ſtile, 
and confine her wants within the limits of 
* { (43 5 bs B 6 ; | | her 
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her own fortune, as ſhe could not endure to 
owe pecuniary obligations to a huſband who 
no longer engaged her affections, or break 
into the ſacred depoſit committed to her 
care for the future comfort of her children, 2 
ſhe endeavoured to form a plan of conduct 

that might, while it ſecured her own inde- 
* enable her to render them appr. 7 


A table was weekly aa in cles great 
ſaloon, to which all the villagers were invited, 
and where ſhe conſtantly reſided, enquiring 
herſelf into their wants, redreſſing the little 
grievances of which they complained, ſof- 
tening the ſeverity of poverty by kind atten- 
tions; while her inſtructions induced the 
ignorant to reflect, the ſelfiſh heart to expand, 
and find new ſources of happineſs in the 
communication of benefits. Thus at a 
ſmall expence ſhe not only ſecured the love 
of her tenantry, but by active benevolence 
| baniſhed ennui from her own mind, and 


though a ſigh would ſometimes eſcape when 


8 reflecting on her forlorn ſtate, yet with ſuch 
| a 1 ame 


— 
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. means of beſtowing happineſs on 
others, and a heart glowing with maternal _ 
feelings,, filled with intereſting ſolicitude for - 
her children, her's was more than negative . 
| enjoyment. It was the the firſt wifh of Lady 
Mountſhannon to inculcate moral virtue in 
the hearts of her offspring, to form their 


minds on principles of reckitude: conſcious 


tod with what force firſt impreſſions faſten 
on the mind, and anxious early to form ſome 
ſyſtem for their education, ſhe thought deep- 
ly on the ſubject ; ignorant of the world's 
opinion, her plans were the reſult of her 
oy reflection, aided by minute obſervations. . | 


14:46 
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D CHAP. II. 


— | By Senn 
The human bloſſom blows, and every . 
Soft as it rolls along, ſhews ſome new charm: 
Then infant reaſon grows apace, and calls 
For the kind hand of an aſſiduous care. 
- Delightful taſk! to rear the tender thought, 
To pour the freſh inſtruction o'er the mind, 
| To breath the enlivening ſpirit, and to fix 
\ | The generous purpoſe in the glowing breaſt. 
THOM 5ON, 


- 


AccusrouRED to rife early, Lady 
Mountſhannon accompanied her children in 

their morning walks, whilſt her love of na- 

| ture became a higher ſentiment, and gratitude. 
co its author glowed with increaſed fervor, as 
ſhe beheld them gamboling on the verdant 
meads, marked their ruddy countenances 
beaming health, ſaw their eyes ſparkling 

with intelligence and joy, or traced the pro- 

greſs of reaſon in their awakened curioſity 

when new or . objects attracted their 

4 attention, 
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attention, and exerciſed their imagination. 
Delightful indeed were the emotions as they 


clung on her garments, and with eagerneſs 
caught the information their mother, in lan- 


guage ſuited to their infantine capacities, 
conveyed. | 


No mercenary or ignorant attendant, with 
harſh and obſcure anſwers, repelled the love 
of knowledge nature implants in the mind, 


but which repreſſed, it loſes by impercepti- 
ble degrees; while by rudely checking the 
powers of fancy, thoſe lively emotions, 
which might be foſtered into that elevat- 


ed and ennobling ſenſibility which con- 
ſtitutes ſo much of virtuous enjoyment 
are deſtroyed, and inſtead of deriving ſoft 
complacency, or lofty admiration from be- 
holding the beauty and magniticence of! 


creation, they ſink into taſteleſs indifference, 


which confirmed by conſequent habits of in- 
dolence, the ſweeteſt feelings of the heart, 
and moft exalted faculties of the mind, are 
palfied for ever, Without following any re-- 


gular 
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gular. plan, or impoſing on the volatility of 
youth the taſk of ſtudy, her converſation 
conveyed inſtruction; ; and in the little tales - 
purpoſely written for them by their mother, c 
her young pupils found conſtant amuſement, 
ſcarcely conſcious of the gradual improve- 
ment their minds thus pleaſantly imbibed, 
Habituated to reflect, accuſtomed early to 
provide for their own wants, they acquired 
habits of independence, and the love of 


e became cheir ruling Om 


1 their underſtandings 1 ripened they were, 7 


under the « eye of their mother, inſtrufted in 


the various branches of ſcience. Matilda 
purſued the ſame ſtudies as her brother 1 
Mountford, whilſt the ſame ſports were al- x. 


lowed to invigorate her conſtitution: ſhe 1 


could bound over the meadows, climb the 


| trees, ſkip through the rope, or beat the ball 


with equal agility. Between them there was. 
no jealous emulation; their hearts beat with 
affection; improvement gained by the one 5 


gave . to the other; ; for they were 
| | never 
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never chidden for dullneſs of perception, 
or taught to exult in ſuperior faculties. 
Strangers to fear they would wander through 
the antique apartments of the caſtle, explore 
the ſecret paſſages, liſten to the wind as it 


whiſtled through the long galleries, un- 
diſmayed ; of ſupernatural appearances they 


never heard, and of human beings they had 
no dread, 

The religion they were taught left the 
mind unchained : they ſaw God through the 
medium of his works as a god of juſtice and 
benevolence: they were led to obſerve every 
object i in creation formed to enjoy a portion 
of happineſs, from rational man to the 
meaneſt inſect; and their own feelings taught 
them to believe, that kindneſs ta thoſe ob- 
jects muſt be the moſt acceptable ſcrvice to 
the creator. In every purſuit of active be- 
ne volence they were encouraged by their : 
mother ; and though, through the wiſe re- 
gulations of. Lady Mountſhannon, ſcenes of 
diſtreſs ſeldom occurred to excrciſe their : 


- a8 . px vALcOURT. | 
feelings, yet Mountford would often, as they 

walked” through the village, reſcue. ſome 
luckleſs animal from the torture inflicted in 
thoughtleſs ſport by a ruthleſs clown, and 
while Matilda eagerly ran with the prize to 
the caſtle, would either pay the unfeeling 
boy the price he fat on his victim, or by an 
effortof his proweſs compel him to relinquiſh 

his cruelty. But their mother, careful rather 
to repreſs than excite ſenſibility, would never 
appeal to their feelings for the performance 
of any duty: as they grew up ſhe endeavour. 
ed to make them comprehend the difference 
between ſenſibility and benevolence. 


| | . 
« genſibility, ſhe would often ſay, 

« ſhrinks from pain, and avoids every ap- 
pearance of diſtreſs : benevolence, though it 
| bleeds at every pore when contemplating ge · 
neral or individual woe, active to ameliorate 
the condition of man, flies not fcenes of 
miſery, but revolves and re-revolves every 
poſſible alleviation, and though frequently 
oma to witneſs wretchedneſs i it cannot re- 
lieve 
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eve, will ſeek ſorrow in its moſt ſolicary 
abode, amply repaid when it can chaſe care 
from the afflicted boſom : while feeling is 
without diſtinction in its benefits; and though 
it may ſometimes anſwer the purpoſes of be- 
ne volence to mankind, yet as its actions ariſe 
rather from a wiſh to avoid pain than com- 
municate happineſs, it is unſtable, indiſ- 


criminate, and frequently laviſnes favours 
on the undeſerving. 


Every kd of literature was cultivated 


by their mother with anxious ſolicitude, and 


their growing improvement more than re- 
paid her care ; yet as all knowledge was in 


her opinion ſubſervient to the grand ſcience 


of morality, ſhe was careful to exemplify the 
precepts ſhe taught: youth ſhe knew was 


' obſervant, and had witneſſed the dangerous 
relaxation, when looking to its teachers with 


reverence, it had ſeen them fall ſhort of their 
wiſeſt maxims. As their minds expanded, 


Matilda diſcovereda quickneſs of perception 


which was not found with Mountford: he 
3 5 Was 
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was good tempered, docile, and affectionate; 
ſhe high ſpirited, irritable, quickly ſuſcep- 
tible of right and wrong; a ſtranger to diſ- 
guiſe, her paſſions kindlked at fight of oppreſ- 
ſion, and fearleſs of every perſonal danger, 
ſhe expreſſed her glowing, indignation againſt 
the oppreſſor, though ſheltered by titled 
grandeur or the hoary appearance of wiſdom: 
her heart was. benevolent, her affections ar- 
dent, and her boſom beat with thoſe fine 
ſenſations which mark the child of genius, 
and give to joy and ſorrow thoſe exquiſite 
powers to charm or wound. 
Lady Mountſhannon ſaw with pain the 
warm feelings of Matilda; conſcious of the. 
ills ſhe might have to encounter, of the 
power a father's command had over a daugh- 
ter, however unworthy his own conduct, ſhe | 
endeavoured to inſpire her mind with forti- 
tude, that under every oppreſſive circum- 
ſtance, ſne might find ſupport 1 in the firm- 
neſs of her Feiner. 


Time 


— 


DE VALCOURT.. - "mi 

Time glided on in a courſe of improve- 
ment, and Matilda attained her eighteenth 
year without ſeeing the being ro whom ſhe 
owed her exiſtence ; for his lordſhip was too 
much engroſſed by diſſipation, and too much 
the ſlave of an artful woman (who, by ac- 
commodating herſelf to his paſſions, watch- 
ing every weakneſs, ruled him with deſpotic 
ſway) to allow him leiſure to viſit his family. 
Indeed he ſeldom made enquiries concerning 
them: when he wrote it was merely letters 
of buſineſs, as he left it to her ladyſhip to 
collect and remit to him the rents which be- 
longed to his part of the eſtate. Matilda 
often thought of her father: curioſity awak- 
ened a ſtrong deſire to know ſomething of 
his character; but obſerving the tear ſtart 
in her mother's eye whenever ſhe led to the 
| ſubject, ſhe forbore to ſpeak of him, though 
her imagination dwelt inceſſantly on the ſub- _ 
ject, while ſancy painted his i image under every 
_ diſtorted appearance of nature: he haunted 
her dreams in frightful ſhapes, and ſhe often 
_ awoke in terror eſcaping from his graſp. In 
proportien 
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proportion as the diſguſt ſhe thus uncon- 
ſciouſly foſtered againſt her father ſtrengthen- 

ed, affection and reverence for her mother 

encreaſed : from the villagers ſhe had heard 


ſome unconnected tales to which fancy gave 


colouring ; ſhe viewed her mother with pity; 
the tear would ſometimes roll down her 
cheek as ſhe ſat liſtening to her converſation : 
this threw a penſive ſadneſs over her man- 


ners, and gave an intereſting melancholy to 


her appearance. 


With a vivid! imagination, and onen 


feelings, which every circumſtance conſpired 
to heighten, it was one of Matilda's chief 
pleaſures, in her melancholy moments, to 
wander through the fields, view the moul- 
dering turrets of the caſtle, walk round its 
ramparts, and liſten to the daſhing. of the 
waves on the ſhore, or mark the ſun ſinking 


beneath the ocean, while the feathered cho. 
riſters ſang their evening hymn. Filled with 


the ſublime images her fancy created, and 
revelling in a world of imaginary delights, 


ſhe 


- 
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ſhe would ſtray beyond the limits of the 
caſtle; and night has often ſpread its curtain 
over the landſcape before her reveries were 


broken. In her gayer hours ſhe would ſeek 
the houſes of the cottagers, play with the 


children, teach them to read, and, by com- 
municating knowledge to them, increaſe her 
own. Among her favourites were the chil- 
dren of Mary, her nurſe, who being now aa 


widow, the orphan babes intereſted her pity, 


and ſeemed to have a claim to her protec- 
tion: they improved under her inſtruction, 
and ſhe felt ſomething like maternal concern 
for her young pupils. > 


Lord Mountſhannon, though poſſeſſed of 
a large eſtate, together with high offices at 


court, ſtill found his income inadequate to 


his expences, and had lately written to de- 


mand of his wife a loan from the intereſt of 


their children's fortune, which loan ſhe po- 
ſitively refuſed to grant: he had then ordered 
her to raiſe the tenantry, as he would have 
en; ; but well knowing tl the poor could | 
bear 
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bear no additional burdens, without lofing all 


the comforts of life, ſhe refuſed to be the 
inſtrument of oppreſſion ; and though firm 
in her oppoſition, ſhe dreaded her huſband's 


violence, and her ſpirits ſunk : this was a 
new cauſe of ſorrow to Matilda, a new 


motive for diſlike to her father. 
Mountford and Matilda were now em- 
ployed in a ſeries of hiſtoric reading ; Lady 
Mountſhannon made obſervations as they 
read, and by mingling her reflections with 
their ſtudies, taught them to develope the 


human character; not merely to trace the 
riſe and fall of empires, but to diſcover the 


cauſes from which that decay proceeded. 
Matilda obſerved with pain, that all political 


ſyſtems were ſyſtems of deſtruction; that one 


nation after another had riſen to eminence, 
and again been driven from obſervation by 
irs more powerful neighbour: ſhe ſhrunk 
from the cruelties and vices preſented to her 
view; and ſighed to think, though civiliza- 
tion had a little changed the form of war, 

it 


1 


it had 1 not repreſſed it ; that communities 
were more virtuous whilſt following the 
dictates of nature, than when poliſhed by 
ſcience. Oppreſſed by her own reflections, 
fhe retired from ſtudy to her favourite walk, 
but the beauties of nature had no power over 
her mind; ſhe dwelt on the miſeries of life, 


on the numberleſs victims to ambition, on 
her ſpecies annihilated by thouſands, with 


horror: her thoughts roſe to her creator, but 
a miſt ſpread before her eyes. 


* 


Great God,” cried ſhe, © why doſt thou | 


ſuffer man to trample on his fellow man!— 


Does his wrath indeed praiſe thee !—Canſt 


thou delight in the miſery of thy creatures?“ 


But checking the thoughts which tumul- 
tuouſly aroſe: Teach me,“ ſaid ſhe, 88 to, 


know myſelf and thee, or bow to "ſy in- 
ſcrutable decrees.” 


The dinner bell now rang, when haſtening | 


to the parlour, a new object agitated her 


ſpirits ; her mother had been in tears, and 
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ber heart was ftill evidently oppreſſed, 
1 though ſhe endeavoured to be calm; Matil- 
"i da could not eat; the meal was ſilent and 
| | ſad; but when the door cloſed on the ſer- 


vant who had attended, ſhe threw her- 
ſelf on her mother's neck, entreating to 
know the cauſe of her preſent ſorrow. 


Lady Mountſhannon folding her to her | 
boſom, and preſenting a letter, © This, my 
child,” ſhe cried, © is the ſource of my in- 
quietude :” it was her father's ſuperſcription ; 
- the held it ſome moments in her trem- 
bling hand, then opening, read as follows: 


er I have too long been the dupe of your 
hypocricy or weakneſs; it is time to rouſe ; 
my eſtate is not let for half it's value; the 
- ſmall farms may be incorporated, and their 
produce will then greatly increaſe. I ſhall ſend 
Mr. Thrifty to regulate my affairs; he is 
well acquainted with the country, and will 
not be 15juſt. ' But if the preſent occupiers, 
rendered indolent by your indulgence, can- 
not 
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not pay the advance, they muſt make room 
for more active perſons. My children, too, 
J have weakly reſigned to your care, and 
have too long yielded obedience to the dying 
command of a bigot. If you are determin- 

ed to reſiſt the wiſhes, you may in future, 
dread the power, of your injured huſband, 
© MOUNTSHANNON.,”” 
8 
baer now ey A oh every her 
10 celing: Diſdain ſparkled in her eye, while 
ſhe endeavoured to animate her mother with 
contempt for conduct ſo unworthy her vir- 
tues. But this was of ſhort duration; left 
to herſelf, ſorrow again filled her heart; ſhe 
ſat ſome time abſorbed in gloomy reflec - 
tions: a volume of Shakeſpere lay on the 
table, ſhe opened the page, but it had loſt 
the power to charm; her eye fixed on the 
leaf, though it could not rouſe her attention, 
or ſooth the painful feelings that corroded: 
her mind. She walked to the window; the 
ſun, though declining, ſtill ſned a glow over 
creation. Animated by the — ſne took | 
| C 2 up 


| rated ſpirits, | 
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up her pencil, when the image of the ner 
ſteward intruded on her, and ideas of her fa- 
ther combining, her ſketches were gloomy 
as her fancy, and the threw them by in diſ- 
guſt. | 1 PUT 


Mary now occured to her mind. Perhaps 
ina few weeks ſhe will be torn from her cot, 
expoſed to want and miſery, and I ſhall 
never ſee her little prattlers more. Ah, no! 
it cannot be, again thought ſhe ; man is not 
ſo loſt to feeling; and black as her imagina- 
tion had painted this ſteward, yet, even he, 
could not but reſpect and pity a forlorn and 
amiable woman. With penſive ſteps Ma- 
tilda ſtrolled towards the cottage, while the 
children, who beheld her at a diſtance, ran 
over the meadows to meet her, with plea- 


ſure beaming on their faces. Their playful- 


neſs ſoon tranquiliſed her mind. They re- 
peated her leſſons. She made them little 
preſents: partook of their evening repaſt, 
new milk and fruits, and departed with re- 


"I 
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It was a fine evening, about the middle of 
Auguſt; the ſun was gradually ſinking be- 
neath the ocean, while his laſt rays ſtill lin- 
gered on the hills. The moon, nearly at the 
full, had riſen, and mingling her ſoft beams 
with the ſun's more reſplendant rays, ſhed a 
pleafing melancholy over departing day. 
The gentle breeze ſcarce moved the ripened 
foliage; creation ſeemed huſhed in ſilence, 
no ſound was heard, fave the plaintive voice 
of the nightingale, ſoothing the ſoul to pen- 
| five thoughtfulneſs. The ſcene harmonized 
her feelings, it formed a pleaſing contraſt 
with the reſtleſs turbulence of thought, the 
events of the day had given riſe to, and Ma- 
tilda endeavoured, as ſhe walked ſilently on, 
to expreſs in ſome poetic effuſion, all the 
lively emotions ſhe felt. 


Abſorbed in the pleaſing deluſions of fan- 
cv, ſhe had' proceeded a conſiderable diſ- 
tance in a wrong path, before ſhe perceived 
her error. The day having cloſed, and the 
: My moon 
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moon more faintly glimmering through the 
trees, at length recalled her recollection. 


Seriouſly alarmed for the pain-her abſence 
would occaſion, ſhe would inſtantly have 
gone back, but that would prolong her walk, 
and retard her return. A break in the path 

| ſhe was now in, led directly to the caſtle, 
and this ſhe determined to obſerve with all 

-  . poſſible care. With quickened fteps ſhe 
purſued her way, anxiouſly looking for tis 
path, but 1 in vain. | 


A TRY Hows: now obſcured the moon, 
and ſpreading gloom darkened the atmo- 
ſphere; a ſultry heat filled the air, while the 
riſing breeze over the diſtant ocean foretold 
| the coming ſtorm. Without any fixed plan, 
. Matilda ran forward, fearing ſhe had miſſed. 
the road; yet, as ſhe had never before ex- 
plored her preſent path, not wholly without 
hope it would lead towards her home, — 
when almoſt breathleſs with haſte and ter⸗ 
ror, the arrived on a wide extended heath; 
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in vain did ſhe look round for the turrets of 
the caſtle, or ſome familiar object to direct 
her wandering ſteps; her eye could not pe- 
netrate through the increaſing darkneſs of 


the night, 


"Slowly and fearſully ſhe now moved on ; 
the wind encreaſed, and the waves daſhed 
impetuouſly | on the beach. She liſtened for 
the ſound of ſome human voice, and again 
looked wiſtfully round, when a furze- buſh 
caught her dreſs, and ſtooping to diſengage 
| herſelf, her foot ſlipped, and ſhe was in- 
ſtantly precipitated down a ſteep deſcent ; 
but gliding gently from one break in the 
rock to another, ſhe reached the bottom 
without receiving any material injury. 


The handes now moan the rain poured 
in torrents, while the l ghtening flaſhing along 
the horizon, diſcovered a huge rock, whoſe | 
hoary top overhung, with terrific grandeyr, 

the beach where ih ſtood ;_ it likewiſe diſ- 


covered a ſmall cavity, into which ſhe crept; 
„ where 
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j where wet, bruiſed, and exhauſted, ſhe _— 
| on the cold earth. 5" 


The rattling of the thunder was ſoon huſh- 
ed, the rain ſoon ceaſed to pour; but the 
darkneſs which ſtill covered the ſky, render- 
ing it dangerous to return, Matilda fat i impa- 
tiently watching the dawn of day, as ſhe 
knew it muſt be ſome hours after fun- riſe 
before the tide could prevent her return, 
when her attention was rouſed by the ſound 
of a human voice! it ſeemed to ſpeak the 
language of complaint, in low dying mur- 

murs; ſhe liſtened with breathleſs terror, till 
the ſounds were loſt in ſtill more awful 
be filence. © The voice was diſtant, for no 
bo | diſtin& ſounds had reached her ear but rhe 
Wt time and place contributing to encreaſe her 
G fears, ſhe yielded for ſome moments to the 
: terrors imagination created—when again, a 
deep and lengthened groan echoed through 
the hollow cavern!—Though palſied for a 
time by the dread of fancied ills, Matilda had 
too much real courage, and too ſtrong a mind 
ta 
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to yield to thoſe vain fears, and rightly judg- 
ing the ſounds to proceed from ſome perſon 
in diſtreſs, :with a tremulous voice ſhe call- 
ed, and in the ſofteſt language of pity, prof- 
fered aſſiſtance. The ſound filled the hol- 
low rock, till it lowly melted in air, when 
a groan, weaker than the former, Jeanne hp 
n the aſſiſtance ſne had offered. 


n now by the fag * Celis of 
humanity, ſhe endeavoured to grope her 
way through ſome cavity, whence the ſounds 
had iſſued, but ee darkneſs rendered 
every effort ine ffectual. i 


Again reduced to en expectation, 
fancy preſented a- thouſand dreadful viſions, 
whilſt every breeze that whiſtled through the 
long cavities, encreafed her terrors. The 
groans, though continued at intervals, be- 
came ms and fainter, as the night wore 


C-5- Matilda 
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8 Matilda would have quitted this dreadful 
place, had not humanity fixed her to the 


- ſpot; yet ſhe feared, leſt the dawn might 


come too late to relieve the object of her 


ſolicitude; leſt death, ere then, ſhould have 
rendered all aſſiſtance vain, To her the 
warring elements had been leſs. terrific than 


the preſent ſhelter, and any danger, would 
have been preferable to the dreadful ſuſpence 
in which ſhe muſt paſs the night. 


The dawn at laſt illumined her ſolitary 
abode, and fear ſubſiding, as every object ap- 
peared in its real form, diſrobed of the gloom 
in which fear had dreſſed it, with renovat- 
ed courage ſhe ſought the inmoſt receſſes of 
the cave, and entering a narrow paſſage to 
the right, from which ſhe had judged the 


noiſe to proceed, carefully advanced. It 
was lighted only by a ſmall and diſtant open- 
ing, which ſhed a faint and glimmering ray, 


and was in many parts ſo low and narrow as to 
render it extremely difficult to paſs. At 


length, after much exertion, ſhe reached a 
wide-yaulted cavern, that led again to the 


beach, 
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beach, ſo curiouſly formed it might have 
been taken for the exquiſite workmanſhip 
of the artiſt, rather than the rude formation 
of nature. 


Looking wiſtfully round, ſhe beheld a 
youth ſtretched on the moſs and interwoven 
ſea-weed, which plentifully covered the 
ground ; his long hair matted with the blood 
which ſtill lowed from a wound in the fore- 
head, hung diſhevelled over his face; the 
murmur of complaint ceaſed to iſſue from 
his lips, and life ſeemed faſt ebbing away. 
With anxious tenderneſs ſhe approached ; 

the hand was till warm, and the pulſe, 
though faint, continued to beat. A tranſient 
gleam of joy animated her ſpirits! A clear 
ſpring, filtering through the ſmall cavities, 


- afforded her the means of immediate relief— _ 


taking ſome of the precious drops in the 
broken hollow of a diſ-jointed ſtone, and 
gently raiſing his head, ſhe waſhed the blood 
from his ona face, and binding her hand- 
17.08 - kerchief 
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kerchief round the N he began to re- 
vive. | FR EF 


Matilda knelt by his ſide, his head reſted 
on her boſom, while her arm ſupported him. 
Gazing wildly round, his eye met her's, 
returning life for a moment animated yy 
features; it was a look of ſupplicating ten- 
derneſs that ſpoke to her heart. Bending 
over him with affectionate concern, ſhe took 
his hand— but exhauſted nature was unable 
to bear the varied ſenfations that ruſhed at 
once on his heart; his eyes were imme- 
diately cloſed; the cold hand dropped lift- 


| leſs from her graſp, and again he ſunk on 


the earth, but the warm breath convincing 
her life ſtill remained, ſhe flew to ſeek 


aſſiſtance, 


It was not difficult -to diſcover the chaſm 
down which ſhe had been precipitated the 
preceding night; but ſhe was ſurpriſed to 
find it ſo eaſy of aſcent; as her fears, when 
* had nn it a vaſt abyſs. On 

. gaining 
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gaining the ſummit, ſhe beheld the caſtle in 
the diftant proſpect ; yet that afforded very 
little comfort at the preſent moment, and 
the ſought in vain for ſome nearer habita- 
tion—it was at leaſt two miles from the ſpot 
where ſhe now ffood, and all between was 
rocky cliff, covered with barren heath; not 
even a clay- built hut was to be ſeen. Her 
blood chilled with horror! Perhaps, ere ſhe 
could reach the caſtle, the ſtranger might 
expire; perhaps, too, the waters might have 
gained ſo on the beach, that to reſcue him 
would be impoſſible. 

While thus ſhe ſtood motionleſs with de- 
ſpair, unable to decide what courſe to pur- 
ſue, ſhe ſaw ſome men aſcend a diſtant hill. 
Hope gave her ſtrength ; ſhe ran towards 
the ſpot, ſcreaming for help. Her voice, 
borne on the wind, ſoon reached their ears ; 
and Matilda beheld with ſurpriſe and rap- 
ture, the faces of ſome village ſwains, who 
grieved at her fudden abſence, were At 
riſen to o aid the domeſtics in their ſearch. 
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Delighted with their ſucceſs in thus diſ- 
covering her, and happy in every opportu- 
nity of obliging her, ſhe led them to the 
place whence ſhe had left the ſtranger, and 
they bore him inſenſible along, while ſhe 
haſtened forward to relieve her mother's 
fears. 


Lady Mountſhannon, while writing to her 
huſband the preceeding evening, had ſeen 


from her window, Matilda take the road to 


the village; and knowing her enthuſiaſtic 
love of nature, had waited a full hour after 


the day had cloſed, unapprehenſive of dan- 


ger, though ſhe diſpatched the ſervants to 
her favourite walks. But when they return- 


ed without tidings, her heart ſunk. The 


violent ſtorm, and, the claſhing elements in- 


_ creaſed her terror; and every effort to find her 
proving ineffectual, ſhe paſſed the night in a 


ſtate of anxiety hardly ſupportable. Mount- 
ford exerted all his talents to cheer and footh 
her, loſing his own fears in the wiſh to calm 
the troubled ſpirits of his mother. | 

| Muatilda 


| bk VALCOURT, ”— 
Matilda, who eagerly bounded. over the 
hills, was juſt folded in her mother's arms, 
when the | ſervants. brought the ſtranger 
through the court, and had then only time to 
expreſs her hopes that they might be able to 
| fave a young man from death, before he was 
in the houſe. I] 


Lady Mountſhannon waiting not for more 
information, haſtened to adminiſter ſome re- 
| ſtorative cordial, while Matilda gazed on his 
inanimate form with tender ſolicitude. 


Mountford, who had juſt returned from 
ſeeking: his ſiſter in another road, ſtood in 
mute wonder, contemplating the ſcene ; but 
his feeling heart not ſuffering him to remain 
an, indolent ſpectator, he went for medical 
aſſiſtance. A warm bed was immediately 
Prepared, to which the ſtranger had been 
carried before he arrived with the ſur- 
geon. ati ; I 
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40 DE VAECOURT; 
The wound was then examined, and though | 


not found dangerous, yet, lofs of blood had ſo. 


extremely weakened the patient, as to give 
cauſe for fear. The body and limbs, too, 
being violently bruiſed, and alarming ſymp- 
toms of fever continuing to increaſe, ren- 


dered his life, for ſome days, doubtful. 


Matilda would have watched the bedſide, 
had not her own health been almoſt as pre- 


carious as his. Agitation of mind, for ſome 


hours, prevented her feeling the effects of 
paſſing the night in a damp cave, with clothes 
drenched in rain: that ſubſiding, ſhe felt a 
cold ſhivering through her frame ; her head 
throbbed with pain, and unable longer to 


Py: ne ſhe retired to her chamber. 
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The W . seni did honour 


to his profeſſion, remained at the caſtle, 
carefully attending to every change in his 


patients; and Matilda, with a conſtitution 
naturally ſtrong and healthy, ſoon recovered. 


T he —— who had received a more 


violent 
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violent ſhock, remained in a ſtate of inſcn- 
ſibility, even after the fever was abated. 

Strongly intereſted in the fate of one, 
whoſe life ſhe had preferved, Matilda felt a 
degree of fretful impatience, when forbade to 
ſee him, to which, till that moment, ſhe had. 
been a ſtranger ; and nothing but the fear 
left the ſight of new objects might retard 
his recovery, could have reſtrained her. 


Every acquiſition to their ſociety, in ſo. 
retired a ſituation, ſeemed defirable ; nor * 
could ſhe help adorning, with all the graces | 
of mental excelience, the man whoſe intro- 
duction had been ſo very romantic, while 
her imagination fondly traced the new ſource 
of intellectual delights which would open 
to her in his converſation, as it muſt be 
ſome time after his recovery before he could 
quit the caſtle. -— - 


Mountford, too, almoſt vic her 1. 
pleaſure of ſaving life. He wiſhed to ex- 
Plore 


— 
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plore the walk, which, by deceiving his 
ſiſter, had led to ſuch a ſingular event, and 
was already prepared to love their new ac- 
quaintance. Lady Mountſhannon, though 
ſhe trembled at her daughter's danger, while 
Matilda recited her little narrative, rejoiced 
in the be of conferring a benefit. 
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As the 8 recovered his ſanity of 
| mind, ſome faint recollection of the paſt re- 
. | 4 turned. He remembered, when firſt reco- 
4 vering in the cave, he had ſeen Matilda, and 

almoſt fancied himſelf in another world, at- 
tended by ſome miniſtering ſpirit: yet, ſo 
| bewildered were his thinking powers, fo. 
viſionary ſeemed every event, he found it 
impoſſible to realize the circumſtances. 
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Of the ſurgeon he made many enquiries, 
wꝛho at length, thought it beſt to give him a 
particular account of his eſcape, and the 
family to whom his accident had introduced 
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him; and then, at his "oy the! impatient 


Matilda was introduced. r 
— He 
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He was ſeated in an elbow chair, from 
which he made an effort to riſe, as ſne en- 


tered, but his limbs refuſing their office, 
he again ſunk down, while a faint glow over- 


ſpread his pallid face, and his dark eyes 


beamed gratitude and love. She held out 
her hand, which he reſpectfully preſſed to his 
lips, and then, in faltering accents, attempted 
to expreſs his thanks fof her paſt kindneſs, 
when Matilda ſilenced him by ſaying, ſhe 
had only followed the dictates of nature, 


which it would have been criminal to reſiſt, 


and leading immediately to indifferent ſub- 
Jeats, he became calm. 


| Lay Mounthanngn was at length intro- 


duced: they chatted away an hour, and diſ- 


covering a congeniality of mind and ſenti- 
ment, they parted mutually pleaſed a and in- 
tereſted with each other. 


From this time, Lady Mountſhannon, 
with Matilda and Mountford, ſpent the 


afternoons | in his apartment. He appeared 


about 
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about eight and twenty; his figure tall and 
commanding ; his air dignified, yet eaſy; a 
ſoft melancholy, which demanded your ſym- 
pathy, and ſpoke a heart acquainted with 
woe, overſpread his countenance ; while his 
fine eyes varying their expreſſion with every 
emotion of the ſoul, now darting paſſion— 
now beaming ſoftneſs, rendered him an in- 
tereſting object to a heart of ſenſibility. 
His converfation was bold and energetic ; 
his ſentiments generous, and his heart en- 
larged. He had ſeen the world, and knew 
mankind, but had not yet learned to be ſuſ- 
picious, or loſt the reliſh for ſimple nature's 
charms, and his literary attainments ſeemed 
of a very W kind. W 3292 


y — was charmed with 


his company; ſhe loved the ſociety of hearts 


in uniſon with her own; and his was, a 
pleaſing relief to her preſent ſolitude. 


Mountford was delighted with his account 
of a world he longed to enter; but Marilda's 
ſenſations 


* . 
1 
. 
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ſenſations were too poignant for expreſſion. - 
She ſaw pleaſure illumine the ſtranger's face 


2 Nat her approach, and ſorrow cloud it when 
N ſhe departed: her heart glowed with de- 
th light at the thought of adding to the happi- 
nis ness of a being ſhe had preſerved. New 
vuwiſhes were awakened in her boſom, yet ſhe 
+4 could not analyze her feelings; but hope 
1 painted the future in vivid colours; ſorrow. 
y. had never yet embittered her hours, or diſ- 
81 appointment repreſſed the energy of her 
* mind, and ſhe willingly liſtened to its deluſive 
r flatteries. Fo lf 
4 | Muſic one day forming the ſubject of 


ed diſcourſe, and the ſtranger diſplaying much 
taſte and judgment in the art, Matilda, at the 
| requeſt of her mother, took her harp ; his 
+ expreſſions had been ardent ; he loved the 

ſcience; and ſhe felt a kind of - tumultuous: 


" Joy thrill her nerves. She ran over a few. 
bars of bold ſymphony, then gradually: 

melting into ſofter ſounds, ſhe ſang a little 
r Jongg: addreſſed to melancholy, in the 
a's 28015361 157 225 ſimple 
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ſimple ſtile of the Scotch ballad. The 
words were poetic; a tear ſtarted to the 


ſtranger's eye as he gazed on her with rap- 


ture, and her voice becoming tremulous, 


added to the pathos of her ſtrains. He felt 


its influence, and he felt, too, what he had 
long endeavoured to conceal from himfelf— 


the ſtruggles of an infant paſſion. 


Diſpleaſed with himſelf for having ſo long 
delayed to inform Lady Mountſhannon who 
ſhe thus ſheltered, he entreated ſhe would 
indulge him, the following day, with her at- 
tention, while he related his hiſtory, the 
events of which were ſo interwoven, he 


could ſcarce account for his preſent ſitua- 


tion, without going back to an early period; 
and as he wiſhed to intereſt her friendſhip, 

he thought it right to give her every oppor- 
tunity of judging his character: and though 
he knew his narrative would lead her to 
condemn ſome parts of his conduct, yet ſhe 
ſhould know him as he was; he would not 


extenuate one error. 
Lady 
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Lady Mountſhannon accepted the pro- 
poſal with pleaſure ; ſhe had for ſome time 
| wiſhed to know more of her gueſt, though 
too delicate to lead to the ſubject ; yet, in 
his virtues, his 1 Integrity, the felt the tirmef 
confidence. | | 


Matilda retired to bed ; but, filled with 
lively expectations of the morrow, found it 
impoſſible to ſleep. She had already decked 
her hero with every virtue, and fancy was 
now culling from the gifts of fortune, all 
that could adorn the picture. Thus happy 
in the dreams of imagination, the dawn aroſe 
on her agen __ -lids. 


Far different were the ſtranger's ſenſa- 
tions; he felt a lively paſſion for Matilda, 
which he had not reſolution to oppoſe : he 
had never ſeen an object ſo entirely worthy 
eſteem ; ſo calculated to inſpire him with 
affection ; yet, his ſituation almoſt pre- 
cluded hope. He paced the room with 
| diſordered fteps ; he endeavoured to trace 

0 ris 
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the paſt incidents of his life, but when he 
recollected the rank he was going to claim 
reſted ſolely on his own aſſertions, and re- 
membered how inadequate even the energies 
of truth often are to conviction, he ſhrunk 
from the taſk he had undertaken. 


There were moments in his life degraded 
with vice, which it pained him to think of; 
yet, he could not bear, under the appear- 
ance of openneſs and candour, to conceal the 
evil part of his character, and cheat the 
unſuſpecting of praiſe. Another circum- 
ſtance affected him ſtill more; if Lady 
Mountſhannon had ſeen his affection for 
Matilda, prudence might oblige her to 
baniſh him from the caſtle, when his preſent 
forlorn ſtate was known, and how could he | 
erdure to part with ſociety ſo intereſting to 
him! In vain did he endeavour to compoſe 
his ſpirits. | 


When the party met next day, unuſual 
— ſaddened his features; his 
manners 


his 
ers 


DE VALCOURT, = 49 
manners were embarraſſed, and lus mind 
agitated, though he had been at evident 
pains to compoſe its reſtleſs feelings. After 
a ſhort pauſe he began his narration, wap d 
in the following terms: 


Vol. 1. 8 5 CHAPs 


wei, 


CHAP. III. 
ot chance or change, oh „let not man complain 5 
Elſe will he never, never ceaſe to wail; 

For from the imperial dome, to where the ſwain 
Rears the lone cottage in the ſilent dale; 
All feel the aſſault of fortune's fickle gale. 

Art, empire, earth itſelf, to change are doom'd ; 

_ Earthquakes have raiſed to heaven the humble vale, 
And gulphs the mountain's mighty maſs entomb'd ; 
And where the Atlantic rolls, wide continents have 

| 1: blood; Barry. 
| Y grandfather, the Marquis de Val- 
court, a native of France, was educated at 
that court, during the time Mary of Scot- 
land reſided there; and becoming a perſonal 
favorite of that unfortunate and miſguided 
princeſs, he was one of thoſe who left their 
country and friends to follow her fortunes, 
when ſhe, reluctantly, returned to take on 


herſelf the government of her Kingdom. 


« Firm in his attachments, his life was 
ſpent in efforts to ſhield her from the diſ- 
"I treſs 


W 


Stuart family. 
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els] in which her weak conduct continually 
involved her. Blinded by her inſinuating 
addreſs, he could not believe her capable of 
flagrant ill, but warmly oppoſed the cen- 


| ſures raiſed againſt her after the violent 


death of Lord Darnly ; and during her long 
confinement in England, exerted all his 


| power and influence to oppoſe the cruel 


tyranny of W 


ce After the death of his royal miſtreſs he 
quitted public affairs, and finding his circum- 


ſtances embarraſſed, endeavoured by eco- 


nomy to retrieve his finances; but wholly 
ignorant of buſineſs, and averſe to the drud- 
gery of arithmetical calculations, he made 
no progreſs in relieving his pecuniary diffi- 
culties; and at his death had nothing to 
leave my father, his only ſurviving ſon, but 


an ill-cultivated eſtate in the highlands of 


Scotland, together with a ſmall ſum of ready 
caſh, the wreck of his large property, and 
an enthuſiaſtic attachment to royalty, and the 


U 


v2 « My 
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T rh My father, who had been ſome time 
ſecretly married to a beautiful woman with- 
out fortune, ſoon felt the preſſure of embar- 
raſſed circumſtances;. but Charles the Firſt 
aſcending the throne, with whom he had 
formed an early friendſhip, he was promoted 
to poſts of honor, and enabled to indulge 
the natural bent of his temper, and figure in 
the higher circles of life. He had early 
imbibed high notions of prerogative, and 
was one of thoſe who flattered the King in 
all his encroachments on the. liberty of his 


W - ſubjects. 


| eee in his fortunes, his domeſtic 
happineſs continued uni nterrupted: A ſon 
and daughter were the pledges and cement 
of his union; and my elder brother, who had 
been bred a ſoldier, bore a commiſſion i in the 
King's ſervice, at the commencement of 
the civil wars; and though very young, was 
ſoon diſtinguiſhed for his bravery, to the 
no ſmall ſatisfaction of my father, who glo- 
ried, and would willingly! have bled, in the 


„Aue bf monarchy. g 
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« Diſcord quickly ſpread its "Heſblating 


\ horrors through the kingdom; towns and 


villages were depopulated; while the info- 
lence and rapacity of the ſoldiery, as each 
party was alternately - victorious, ſtruck the 
defenceleſs inhabitants. with terror. 


« Trembling for the ſafety of a beloved 
wife, my father conveyed her to his caftle _ 
in Scotland, as a place of the greateſt ſecu- 
rity, from its natural ſtrength, its diſtance 
from the ſeat of war, and the ftrong attach- 
ment of his vaſſals to his perſon and family; 
where, placing her under the care of ſome 
truſty friends, he returned to his Royal 
Maſter ; though my mother, anxious for his 
ſafety, uſed every argument her reaſon could 
ſuggeſt, mingling thoſe arguments with all 


the endearments of affection, to diſſuade him 
from his 5 purpoſe. | | 


In this retirement I was born; and the 
firſt impreſſions my mind received, were 
thoſe of ſorrow, A prey to grief and anxiety;. 


2: harraſſed 
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harraſſed by continual alarms; left to brood 
over painful apprehenſions in almoſt entire 
| ſolitude, my mother's health declined, and 
my infant vivacity was checked by her 
ſigns; my buoyant ſpirits repreſſed by the 
ſettled rae which an her brow. 


ce My. faltict, ardent. 4 in the cauſe he had 
eſpouſed, and attached by perſonal inter- 
courſe to the monarch, continued among 
the moſt active friends of royalty. In the 
battle of Naſeby, ſo fatal to the King's party, 
he commanded near his perſon; and, by 
accompanying him in his flight, ſaved him 
more than once from falling into the hands 
of his enemies. My brother was left dead 

on the field; my father ſaw him fall; and, 
charmed wich his bravery, gloried in him, 
as a victim to the e cauſe, + Mt 


« Young ag then was, I [perfectly remem- 
ber the arrival of that intelligence. My 
mother, overwhelmed with affliction, neg- 
lected to beſtow on me her wonted careſſes; 


around me. 
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and when I forced myſelf to her embrace, 
would preſs me to her boſom, while her 
tears bedewed my face; and when I enquired 
the cauſe of her grief, would only anſwer. 


me by a freſh burſt of ſorrow. 


« You will perhaps hardly credit, that 
this circumſtance, even at that early period, 


raiſed in my mind ſome confuſed ideas of 


the horrors of war, and led my infant reflec- 
tions to that ſubject ; but I often remember, 
when ſeated on my mother's knee, I have 
enquired © Why my brother was ſhot? Why. 
the King wanted people to die? (for ſuch a 
tale I had been told. J Whether he would one 
day have my father killed?“ till my queſ- 


tions, begun by affection, and continued by 


awakened curioſity, have embarraſſed her, 
and ſhe has ſent me away in anger. To this 
impute my future enquiries after truth, 

and the oppoſition of my ſentiments to choſe 


© After 
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After experiencing . a variety of dit 
culties, my father, with his Royal Maſter, 
once more regained a place of ſafety, where 
they aſſembled the ſcattered remains of their 


fallen party, and deliberating on the beſt 


meaſures to be purſued, their affairs began 
again to wear a favorable aſpect. But 
theſe pleaſing appearances were of ſhort 
duration; the duplicity of the King, which 
the manners of a corrupt court had rendered 
habitual, joined to his high idea of preroga- 
tive, and his known determination to reſtore 


it to the utmoſt extent whenever an oppor- 
tunity offered, weakened the confidence of 
His diſintereſted friends; ; Whilſt the artful 


Cromwell, who generally knew what was 
paſling in the royal camp, and how to make. 
his advantage of 1t with the people, puſhed 
his conqueſts. with fuch vigour, that one 
place of ſtrength after another falling into 
his hands, the King's party became diſpirited. 


* In this critical ſituation of affairs, my 
father paſſed into Scotland, to raiſe freſh. 
forces 


* 
— 
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ſorces among his dependants; and he ſoon 


brought into the field a ſmall troop of high- 
landers, inſpired with. his own ſentiments, 
and ready to ſhed. their blood in defence of 
their Sovereign. He likewiſe negociated 


with the covenanters, who profeſſed their 
zeal for their King, but would not enter into 


any terms with him; and he was forced to 


return to Charles without making any en- 


gngement with che Scotch. 


« T hough Wy for the cs cauſe was 


| become the ruling, principle of my father's 
actions, it coſt him a ſtruggle to part with 
my mother, whoſe pallid cheek, and hollow 


eye, ſpoke declining health, and gave fear- 


ful alarms of a premature death. 


ce With the ſmall number of forces his 


| friends could colle&, Charles once again 


took the field; but unſucceſsful in every 
attempt, and in danger of falling into the 


hands of one or other of the Parliament” 8 
Generals, which he exceedingly dreaded, my 


© father 


* 
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Father adviſed his paſling into Scotland; he 
had ever been partial to that nation, and had 

no doubt but the ſight of their Sovereign in 
diſtreſs would awaken their former affection, 
and induce them to place him on the throne, 
under reſtrictions leſs humiliating than 

he had reaſon to expect from his Engliſh 
ſubjects. 


The council approved my father's ſcheme, 
and Charles, attended by a few friends, 
arrived in that kingdom. But he had.ſoon- 
reaſon to repent his confidence; and my 
father ſaw, with grief, that under the pre- 
tence of paying him reſpe& as a King, they 
guarded him as a priſoner: Still, as they 
treated him with a ſhew of homage, he 
hoped they would be ſoftened in his favor ; 3: 
but when he found that they had compro- 

miſed with the Parliament, and had given 
up his perſon, his heart was agonized, he 
conſidered himſelf as the cauſe of his preſent 


misfortune, and would 1 not have tho ught any 
facrifice 


SD. 4 


ä 


1 39 
ſacrifice too great to expiate the fault he 
had unde — committed. 20 


* Faro. 


ps When the King was : whores to Lon- 
don, my father prepared to follow him as a 
menial ſervant, for he was become too ob- 
noxious, in his own character, to be per- 
mitted by the oppoſite party. It was in 
vain that his friends urged the imprudence 
of ſuch a ſtep; in vain that my mother, who, 


had joined him the moment of his arrival in 
the kingdom, hung on his boſom, and pre- 


ſented her almoſt infant ſon ; while my ſiſter 


clung to his knee, and entreated him not to 
leave us. He was firmly reſolved never 


more to quit his unfortunate Sovereign, and 
in the enthuſiaſm. of his mind, almoſt wiſhed. - 


v0 become a ſacrifice, to ſoothe the anguiſh. 
he felt, for having, by his perſuaſions, i incau- 
tiouſly e his Maſter. 


=> Fro rom ai time my father never quitted $ 


the King; when ſuſpected in one diſguiſe, 


and driven from his preſence, he afſumed 
D. 6. meer 
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another, ſtill deceiving the vigilance of thoſe. 
who had the cuſtody of his perſon; and had 


often the pleaſure of ſoothing the King's 
mind, when misfortune oppreſſed him, and 
cheering his ſpirits, when the mortifying 
inſults of newly-acquired power, wounded 
his pride. | 


He was preſent at the awful trial; and 


witneſſed, with delight, the fortitude diſ- 


played by the Monarch in that moment: 


} Nor did he forſake him in the laſt ſcene of 


his exiſtence, but veheld the firm compo- 
fure, with which Charles behaved on that 


trying occaſion, with enthufiaſtic admiration. : 


ce The misfortunes of Charles ſoftened 


even his enemies; you will not therefore 
wonder that my father's affection ſhould in- 
creaſe, or that he ſhould view with deteſta- 
tion, his more fortunate, but not leſs am- 
bitious, rival. Indeed his mind was con- 
ſtantly occupied in ſchemes to drive him 


from the throne, and reſtore the family of 
c | Jo "his 


yy 


- we 
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his prince, —But unable to put any of nis. 
plans in execution, he returned to the quist 


of domeſtic life, after attending the Prince 
and Princeſs to the continent, placing them 


under the care of their mother, and exhort- ' 


ing his Friends there to wait with con- 


fdence for ſome favourable turn in affairs... 


% My mother, now rlibvad: from 5 
anxious fears which had- ſo. long diſturbed _ 
her reſt, and ſoothed by the ſociety and kind 
attentions of the man on whom her benen 
was placed, ſoon regained her health, and 
her ſpirits became more than uſually vivid, 
from the depreſſion they had ſuffered. - I 
ſeemed. to awake to newneſs of life; for 


though we lived retired, on the wreck of 


my father s fortunes, yet pleaſure animated 
every face in the caſtle; and ſcenes of 


feſtivity, to which 1 had been till then a 


ſtranger, now ſometimes illuminedi its gloomy 
apartments. 


* 
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« My education became now the ſole 
employment of my father. As my mind 
expanded he endeavoured to enlarge my i 
faculties, and ſoon taught me all he knew. 
He loved to dwell on the virtues, real and 
imaginary, of his Prince, wiſhing to inſpire 1 
me with his own prejudice ſor monarchical b 
power; inſiſting on its being the only go- 
vernment under which men could live ſe- : 
eure; where alone order eould be ſupported; 
where juſtice ' and morality would: ever | 
flouriſh. The people at large were, he ſaid, 
without knowledge, to be governed by any 
bold leader who. could work on their paſ- 
ſions; and democracy he compared to. a 
many-headed monſter, imbecile from ex- 
tenſion; cruel and vindictive from imbe- 
cility ; without reaſon, judgement; or con- 
cord. | N 


J heard him with attention, yet his ar- 
arguments did not always convince; and he f 
has frequently been embarraſſed by my be 
N queſtions, Anxious to-form my n pa 
. | I read 
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I read all that had been written on the ſub- 


jet ; endeavoured to make myſelf acquaint- 
ed with the cauſe of diſpute between the 
King and people ; to acquire a perfect 
knowledge of the conſtitution of my country. 
Perſuaded of the juſtneſs of his own ſenti- 
ments, my father contented. himſelf with 
pointing out the errors, and ridiculing what 
he termed the abſurdities of thoſe authors I 
read. Yet in my ſearch after truth, his opi- 
nions loſt the little weight they before had: 
over my mind. My heart glowed with the 
love of freedom.; I admired the daring 
fpirits that could oppoſe arbitrary power. 
loved the virtues, and longed to imitate 
the bold patriotiſm of a Hamden; though 


I regretted that individual ambition ſhould: 


have triumphed over ſuch diſintereſted love 


of mankind, and pitied the monarch who had 


fallen the victim. 


« It was my father's wiſh that I ſhould 
be bred a ſoldier; but my mother, who had 
paſſed many years in ſolitude and ſorrow 
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while he f in the enſanguined field, and 
who ſtill remembered, with lively affliction, 
the untimely death of my brother, earneſtly 
oppoſed his deſigns ;. indeed, my own mind 
| ſhrunk from the profeſſion ; it was not ſuited 
to my inclinations, TI was, however, taught 
the uſe of arms, merely as a ſcience of de- 
. fence; and practiſing under a. father, whoſc 
- firſt wiſh was to ſee me excel in military 
tactics, and who was well qualified to give 
inſtructions. 1 ſoon obtained ſome knowledge 
of the art. 


15 0 HEH few years paſſed in this peaceful 
employment, the hopes of the. royaliſts again 
reviving, my father paſſed over once mort 
to the continent; and Charles, whom he ſoon 
; landed in Scotland, immediately inveſted 
him with the command of ſome forces he had 
previouſly raiſed, and who waited the arrival 
of; thaw Sager, 


af 5 AGE 1 — not repeat to you, madam,” 
continued De Valcourt, « the events that 
followed, 


ful 


lin 


e 
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nb they are well ! known ; ſuffice it to 


fay, my father, after eſcaping the battle of 


Worceſter, laid a conſiderable time concealed 


in England; a price had been ſet on his 


head, and he feared to venture home, or 


ſend us any intelligence, leſt that ſhould lead 


to a diſcovery of his retreat; and my mother 


deſpaired of ever ſeeing him more, though 
ftrongly aſſured he was living, by ſome 
friends who had taken ſhelter with us; when 


late one evening he came ſecretly into the 
caſtle. 


« Once again our hearts were filled with 
joy ; my mother, now her huſhand was fafe, 
could embrace poverty with content. For 


myſelf F had no other ideas of happineſs or 


ſery but what flowed from the content or af- 
friction of my parents, and we waited a favor- 


able opportunity of leaving the kigdom. 


« This calm however was of ſhort dura« 
tion: Some ſpies of the Protector's diſco- 


vered, throug gh all his diſguiſe, my father's. 


return. 
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return, and a detachment was ſent to beſiege 


the caſtle, A centinel on guard obſerved. 


the party coming over the diſtant mountains 


towards us, and giving the alarm, ſoon filled 


us with terror and conſternation. 


6 My father Had nothing to expect fr om 


the mercy of his enemies; he had offended 


beyond the hope of forgiveneſs; and he re- 
ſolved to defend himſelf to the laſt extre- 


mity: He wiſhed to have ſent my mother 


and ſiſter to a place of ſafety, but that was 
now impoſſible; in quitting the caſtle they 
muſt. inevitably fall into the hands of the 
ſoldiers. He immediately called a council 

of his friends; they were ſtill numerous; as 
many of the fallen party had found a refuge 
with us, they were all of my father's, 


opinion, and reſolved to preſerve their lives 
if poſſible, and, if not, to fall bravely../, 


« The caſtle was ſituated on a very ſteep 


: "1 hill, or rather mountain,. ſurrounded by a 
deep. ditch, and covered by a wall of immenſe: 


dick 


micktell, which, tho much impaired by 
time, was ſtill able to ſtand a long ſiege. 
Every par: of this ancient building was now 
carefully examined, and we worked night 


and day to complete the neceſſary repairs; 
my mother and ſiſter, with the female do- 
meſtics of the family, aſſiſting in the labour. 


It was a moment of urgent neceſſity; life, 
liberty, and happineſs were at ſtake; and 
hope would ſometimes animate our minds 
with the proſpect of ſucceſs, and rouſe us to 
inconceivable exertion in our work. 
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e On 380 third day the troops hs 1 : 


_ pletely formed their camp in the valley 
below ; when a herald's trumpet ſummoned 


to a parley. My father, with ſome choſen. 


friends, appeared on the walls ; but nothing 
leſs tha unconditional ſurrender would ſatisfy 
the bMegers; nor would they allow time 


for deliberation on the hard conditions they 


propoſed, 


Provoked: . 
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Ke: Provoked by their inſolence, and already 
determined, my father returned a menacing 
anſwer: * Tell your general,” ſaid he, the 
brave De Valeourt will not ſubmit to traitors 
and robbers; he expects neither juſtice nor 
mercy from thoſe who ſpread deſolation 
through the land: if he falls, it ſhall. be 1 in 


battle, not by the hands of the executioner; 


he will ever be found worthy his high re- 
putarion.” 


« In an hour s time the army was drawn. 
up, and made an attempt ofi that part of 


the wall which appeared to them moſt vul- 
nerable; but we defended ourſelves with ſuch 


trreſiſtible ardour, that thoſe who had ad- 
vanced to the top of the mountain were 
driven back, and falling on their conpanions. 
who followed, put them in confuſion; num- 
bers were ſlain, and they returned haſtily to, 
their camp. 


— 


Though ſcarce fifteen years of age, my 
fher would on that day have me fight by 
his 


r hos | A, — 
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his ſide. My young heart fluttered at the 
dreadful din of war, while, with trembling 


hand, I diſcharged my piece ; but he praiſed 


my courage, and exhorting me to remember 
for what I fought, my mind ſoon became 
more firm. This ſlight advantage encou- 


raged our party, and they began to think 


our fortreſs, defended by deſperate valour, 
would be found impregnable: But nothing 
could rouſe the ſpirits of my mother; deſpair 


ſeemed to have chilled her faculties, and ſne 


awaited her fate with ſilent reſignation. My 
father, too, had given up all hopes of eſca- 
ping; he knew well the earneſtneſs with 
which they ſought his life, and meant to find 


death in the fight; and when his ſituation 
became deſperate, to ſecure his family's 


ſafety by his own deſtruction. 


Among the varied receſſes of the caſtle 
was a ſecret door, which led through a 
vaulted paſſage to a chapel belonging to an 
old convent, now in ruins. Through this 
ſubterrancous retreat he earneſtly entreated 

: his 


U 
1 
* 


n ET, po Cena 4 — * . 
E br AT + Yemen tt, 4 3 7 1 . . 4 — r e. 
=. IF \ Y . r Pope 2 _ 2 ſar no d9s, 4 * _ - ware l 


= . DE VALCOURT. 

his friends to provide for their own fafety, 
ſhould the fortreſs be at any time ſurpriſed, 
and during the firſt confuſion, convey my 
mother and ſiſter thither ; adding, When 
I am known to be dead, and I will not ſur- 
vive that day, my enemies will be leſs dili- 


gent in their ſearch; and as the ruins are at 


leaſt a mile diſtant from this caſtle, and near 
the ſea-ſhore, you may probably remain con- 
cealed there till you find an opportunity of 
eſcaping to France. Then turning to me, 
who Was preſent at this converſation, and 
graſping my hand, while the tear of paternal 
affection ſtarted to his eye, © My ſon ( faid 
he) your underſtanding is above your years, 
and it is now, alas! early called into action. 
I cannot point out any plan for your future 
conduct; it muſt be directed by the exigen- 
cies of the moment. To your care I com- 
mit your mother and fiſter, thoſe dear ties 
which twine about my heart, and alone ren- 
der death formidable to me. Under a looſe 
ſtone, which I will ſhew. you, 1s a ſmall ſum 
of money, that may bear your expences till 
you 
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you reach the chateau of my couſin Longue- 
ville, and to his care you will tell him I 
committed you with my dying breath. Our 
friends will aid you with their councils ;' and 
your own judgment muſt decide what courſe 
to purſue, to obtain your future ſubfiſtence.” 


« ]'was ſo much affected by his ſolemn 


injunctions I had ſcarce power to expreſs my 


hopes, that we ſhould yer live many years 
together ; but he ſhook his head, and left 
me, ſaying, © 1 remember what I expect from 
vou.“ 

ce For ſix months the army lay before our 
walls, without coming to a deciſive action, 
though our troops frequently ſallied out; 
when ſlight ſkirmiſhes were fought. Our 


proviſions at length began to grow low, as 
they had cut us off from all communications 
with the town, and our only ſupphes were 


obtained from the fiſhermen, by means of 
our ſubterraneous paſſage, through which our 
friends ſometimes ventured ; but „ 
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very inadequate to our wants; and my fa. 
ther began to fear they meant to reduce us 
by famine. He dreaded the miſeries of a 


5 protracted ſiege; the gaunt looks of hunger; 


the horror of a wife and children periſhing 
for want, without the proſpect of relief, and 
his fortitude forſook hin. 


; Rut a reinforcement arriving, elate with 


recent conqueſt, not allowing them to wait 


for ſuch tardy vengeance, they once more 
prepared for a general attack. They, how- 


ever, gained but little advantage, though 


ſome of the turrets were beaten down, a ſmall 


breach made in the walls. and one of the 


weſtern towers entirely deſtroyed. Many of 
our friends had fallen in the engagement, 
and the courts were ſtrewn with dead, whilſt 
every thing bore marks of the late devaſta · 


tion. 


The following morning the attack was 
renewed. Before we repaired to the breach, 


my father, _ me Fn faid, © My ſon, 
I 225 
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J fear we ſhall not now be long together ; 31 
have diſcovered treachery within our walls, 
though I am not able to trace it to the 
ſource; perhaps we meet for the laſt time ; 
if fo, farewell.” 

He then retired to an inner chamber. 
My mother flew to his embrace, and hung on 
his neck in motionleſs deſpair, while a ſigh of 
deep anguiſh burſt from his tortured heart, 
till unable longer to ſupport the ſcene, he 
tore himſelf away, and returning to the 
charge, forgot in the noiſe of war, and his ar- 
dour for victory, every painful reflection. 


* Some ſoldiers had been arreſted under 
ſuſpicion of correſponding with the enemy, 
early on that day; and as it was now late, 
and they till continued to fight with impe- 
tuous valour, we thought every danger from 
ſecret machinations paſt. My father went | 
from rank to rank encouraging his troops, and 
more than ſharing the dangers and fatigues of 
the day, when juſt as he had ſaid “ W | 
Vor. I, E 2 
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for a little longer, my friends, and we tall : 
be ſucceſsful, a random ſhot pierced his 
left ſide. I ſaw him fall, and flew to his aſ- 
ſiſtance, but was too late to receive his dying 
commands. The ball touched his heart and 


he expired immediately. 


« His death was ſoon perceived, and the 


conſternation it occaſioned among the troops, 
checking for a moment their courage, they 
were beginning in that part to give way; 
but a friend ſtepping forward, gave the word 
of command, and they returned to the 


- 


charge. | | 1 


% was preparing to convey the body to 


a chamber, when my mother, who wearied 
with anxious expectation, had quitted her re- 
treat in ſearch of intelligence, ſeeing my fa- 


ther's lifeleſs body borne through the court, 


ruſhed forward with impetuoſity not to be | 
reſtrained, calling, with frantic wildaeſs, on 
her deed hufband ; and while J was vainly 


endeavouring to draw her from this ſcene of 
8 horror, 


» 
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hgrror, the weſtern gate was opened to the 
enemy, who ruſhed furiouſly in. The ſhouts 
of the ſoldiers who entered—the cries of - 
thoſe who fled—and the groans of thoſe they 
beat down i in their haſte to gain the interior of 
the caſtle, completed the confuſion already 
begun. J preſſed forward, hoping at this 
moment to effect our eſcape; but before I 
could. reach the hall, one of the ſoldiers, 
ruck by che appearance of my mother, 
ſeized her by the arm. Prudence now for- 
ſook me, and aiming a blow at his head, laid 
him dead at my feet. I was inſtantly ſur- 
rounded by numbers, when urged by rage 
and def; pair, I dealt death around with all my 
ſtrength, while my mother vainly endeavour- 
ed to ruſn between me and the foe, till a 
ſtone from the yall ſtriking her head, ſne 
fell on the earth. The blood flowed from 
the wound, and 1 ſaw her carried inſenſible 
away 3. while half frantic at the ſight, I vain- 
ly endeavoured to cut a paſſage for myſelf, 
till weakened by loſs of blood, exhauſted by 


fatigue, and the contending paſſions. that har- 
12 raſſed 
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raſſed my wind, 1 funk ſenſeleſs on Ow 
earth. = otic; 


© Tn this ſtate of apparent FREY I lay] un 


| | the keen midnight air recalled my torpid fas 


culties. I at firſt recovered only to a faint 
recollection of my fate, till, by degrees, all 
the horrors of my ſituation were fully preſent 
to my mind. The moon, half clouded, ſhed 
a faint feeble light, which, by diſcovering 
indiſtinctly the objects that ſurrounded me, 
rendered darkneſs more horrible. The 
loud wind whiſtling round the building, tlie 
faint groans of the dying, the mingled founds 
of revelry and diſcord which iſſued from the 
calle, heightened the e 3 Ws 
« red by the moſt & painful chin 
ſions, I endeavoured to riſe from tlie earth, 
but overcome by exceſſive weakneſs, unable 
to ſupport my tottering frame, I ſunk again. 
My face touched a human boſom; it was 
ſtill warm, and a feeble ſigh, the laſt effort 
| Fe expiring nature, burſt from the heart, 
| - when 
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when a death-like cold ſucceeded. A Kint 
chillneſs now ſhuddered through me, while 
a cold dew covered my. face. I ſtarted! to 
be thus entombed alive, was dreadful; and 

the energy of my feelings, giving momentary 


ſtrength, I crept ſſowly along, till I reached 


the firit gate: it was open the centinels had 
left their poſts, to mingle in the debauch of- 
their comrades. I entered unperceived, and 
taking. a lamp that ſtood in the hall, pro- 


ceeded up the great ſtaircaſe, along the cor- 


ridor to my mother's apartments. All was 
ſilent; the echo of. my own ee alone 
interru n * n ſtinneſs. 


by 1 vain 1 Gab the antique cham- 


bers; no human being appeared to cheer my 


heart; but floors ſtained with blood, and 
ſtrewed with broken furniture, convincing 
me they had been viſited by the ſoldiers, 
* me with einn concern. 


6 Resolved to know at once e the full 40 | 


tent of my misfortunes, and hoping ſome of 
. „ | my 
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78 px vALcouvRr. 

my friends might have eſcaped' to the con- 
vent; I bound up my wounds with the lin- 
nen which lay fcattered over the apartments; 

then taking up my lamp, with tottering 
ſteps, deſcended the narrow ſtairs that led to 
a grated chamber, hence the door opened 
on the ſecret paſſage. As I entered the cell 
the damps from the walls half extinguiſſied 
my light, and it continued to burn feebly, 
while I held it up to difcover the ſecret - 
ſpring which uncloſed the maſſy bolts of the 
door, through which I was to paſs. At length 
having found it, I applied all my remaining 
ſtrength to preſs the-ſpring, but it would/not 
yield to my weak efforts. I looked _— 
round the prifon—ah! thought I, how many” 
wretches have found this a living grave; 
perhaps the hour of retribution is come, and 
I ſhall languiſh out the few remaining hours 
of my exiſtence in this horrible dungeon. 


7 3%. 
7 LR 90 
* +. - * 


„ Shuddering at my own ideas, J again 
attempted the ſpring, when a ſhriek ffom 
the es] corner palſied my hand. Pauf- 


* 
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* 


ing for a moment, I recovered my courage, 


and. was cheered by this little incident the 
cry was the language of diſtreſs, and no 


| doubt a from a friend. 


« Pleaſed with 15 thought, I approzcherl 


the ſpot, and diſcovered, to my infinite joy, 

Duncan, a favourite domeſtic, who had lived 
from infancy in the caſtle. It was with ſome 
difficulty, I could perſuade the old man I was 


not a ghoſt, He had ſeen me fall, and con- 
cluding with my other friends, I was dead, 
had fel: all the terror that the dread of ſu- 


* pernatural appearances create, when he firſt 


raiſed his eyes to the ſpot where I ſtood. 


At length, being fully convinced I was the 


ſame individual being he had ſo often fold- 


ed in his arms, he became compoſed. 


« From him ] learned, after liftening to 
the tedious, but affecting narrative of age, 
that my mother had expired before ſhe wgs 
brought in, and that Sir Algernoon Courcy, 


to. ſecure the body from inſult, had himſelf 
44 "amend 


— 
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| conveyed i it to the convent, where my ſiſter 
followed with Colonel Leinfter, while the 
ſoldiers were” occupied in Plundering the 
apartments that my father” $ corps had. 
been immediately ſeized by the enemy, and 
was now ſtrongly guarded.— I,” continued 
he, © was left here to watch that no one 
approached to diſcover the fugitives, and 
thinking I heard a noiſe, incautiouſſy ſhut 
the door that they had leſt open ſor my el. 
cape, and which I have fince found i; it t im. 
* ta uncloſe. FRY 
$6 YEE applied ouy joint efforts, and "the 
door quickly gave Way, when we entered the 
paſſage, and carefully cloſing it after-us, pro . 
ceeded. Time had; greatly impaired | = 
roof, whoſe disjointed ſtones hung trem+. 
bling over our heads, and in many | places, 
the ſhattered fragments which had, fallen i im- 
peded our way. My wounds, from the ex- 
ertions, now bled afreſh, and I was unable to. 


move, but Dunean bearing me in his arms, 


we made what haſte we could forward, and 
at 


h oo» nt YY 


— 
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41 length reached our friends, who were ex- 


 ceedingly rejoiced at my unexpected appear- 


ance. My ſiſter ſunk. on my ban. and 


we mingled our tears. 


4 The fun, which now Sm INE" 
It's cheering rays through our gloomy habi- 


tation, enabled us to diſcover the interior of 
the convent; where a. few ſteps below the 
firface of the ground, we found a range of 


cells, at the end of which was a large room, 


where an oratory till ſtood. Here we re- 


ſolved to fix our abode, as we ſhould be ſe- 
eure from obſervation; and collecting ſome 
of the furniture, which time had not yet 


wholly deſtroyed, we decorated our wretch- 
ed apartment. Colonel Leinſter, kindled a 


fire on the hearth, with ſome wood. Duncan | 
brought us, while Sir Algernoon, who had 


ſome knowledge of ſungery, bathed my 
wounds: and in a few days they buried the re- 


mains of =y beloved mother in the . of 
the chapel, | 
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N We remained in this dreary place 'more 
than a month; not daring to remove while 
the army continued in the neighbourhood. 
Our proviſions were procured in the night 
by Duncan; and ſcreened by darkneſs, my 
companions would ſometimes? venture at 
midnight, to wander through the deſolated 
gardens of the convent; For myſelf, I Was 
unable for ſome weeks to riſe from my 
uretched couch; my Louiſa, my ſiſter, at- 
tended me with the tendereſt care, though 
her own health-was daily declining, e 
f av 190 OI: 
06 Before the army left the country; they 
"burned the caſtle to the ground; 3 the walls 
were deſtroyed, and a few cottages were the 
only veſtiges that remained to trace the-ſpot 
where ancient grandeur had raiſed it's lofty 
| head—where the proud Laird had ſo long 
ruled with deſpotic ſway. We often heard 
the footſteps of our enemies among the ruins; / 
who perſuaded there were ſome perſons con- 
cealed _ frequently viſited the” place, 
though 


| DE VALCOURT. : 83 
though, fortunately for us, they never diſco- 


vered the ſteps which led to our dwelling. 


7 


It was impoſſible to embark for Franee 


without entruſting ſome of the cottagers 
with our deſign; as ſoon, therefore, as 1 


could walk, I went to a peaſant, on whoſe 


fidelity I thought I could rely; he received 
me with rapture, rejoicing that I had eſcap- 


ed from the general deſtruction. I told him 


our wiſh. to procure a paſſage in ſome: veſſel 


to the continent: he promiſed to uſe all pof . 


ſible diſpatch, and in a few days, faithful to 


his charge; procured a packet, the maſter of 


which agreed to land us at t the neareſt poſe 
in France. eee eee 


cc The night before we embarked; while 
our friends were making fome neceſſary ar- 


rangments, Louiſa and myſelf viſited the grave 


of our departed parent; ſhe had been laid 
in a coffin, whoſe inſide caſing being lead, 


had defied the hand of time; but, whoſe in- 


a e had long ſince mouldered 1 into duſt. 
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As wo entered thei vault our hearts tunk witty. 
painful recollections my ſiſter endeavoured 
to aſſume fortitude, though trembling with. 


emotion.” We advanced to the ſpot, then 


looking at each other in filent agony, with-- 
out reſolution to remove the covering, we 
remained motianleſs. At length, ſummon- 
ing a degree of courage, my heart was in re- 
ality a ſtranger to, I drew back the lid. 


Though the body had imbibed putrefaction, 


the face ſtill wore the ſame benevolent ſmile, 
which, when living, had animated the fea- 
tures. Louiſa uttered a faint foream, but: 


foon recovering, we took each a hand,, and 


bathing it with our tears, remained ſome 
time in ſpeechleſs anguiſh, when Louiſa, 


droping the hand ſhe held, and preſſing her 


lips to the cold forehead, in almoſt inarticu« 


5 Unable longer o fupport thixalifting 


5 ſeene, hurried her from che e ſpot;-and in a 


few 


\ 
: DE VALEOUTT, "By? 


few days after: our embarkation, we arrived: at 
our deſtined port, without any unpleaſant oe 
eurrence, except that my Louiſa's health 
conſiderably declined; during Our voyage; 
and on our landing ſhe. was fo much reduced 
as to e it e to nn : 


WF Sir Sis left us e 40 
ſeek his friends at Paris; but Eeinſter ſtaid 
to ſhare witk me the painful taſk. of attending 
our amiable Louiſa. A few weeks, however, 
ended our cares, and ange ber to an un- 
| _ eee e 25 7 2 


* - Wholly 3 * concern Gas ny 
fiter,, and anxious to obtain her every alle 
viation medical ſkill could procure, my fi- 
nances were exhauſted; and I had not once 
thought of informing: Monfieur Longue ville 
of my arrival. Leinſter aſſiſted me with his 
purſe while his ſtock laſted ; but when the 
ſuneral expences were paid, our joint ſtore 
amounted. to little more than two guineas,, 
F two. hundred miles to tra- 

vel 


$6. D VALTOURT: 
vel in a foreign country. But the Colonel, 
1 accuſtomed to difficulties, with ſpirits not 
= eaſily depreſſed,” and: a mind fruitful. in re- 
= ſources, was not caſt: down; he-communi- 
eated our diſtreſs to the prieſt of a neigh- 
bouring monaſtery, who kindly undertook to 
furniſh us with ſupplies, by making -our 
wants known to ſome of his patrons: he 
kept his word, and we ey out my * 
vided for our journey. | 


ce We: travelled expeditionlly.” 4ni7 fin 
arrived at my couſin's chateau; which, as he | 
inheriteditfrom a branch of my father's tamily, tl 
ftill retained the name of De Valcourt. He 41 
received me with an open hoſpitality that 1 
quieted all my fears; a benevolent com- 
poſure beamed on his face; the ſtormy paſ- 
ſions ſeemed in him all ſubdued; regarding tl. 


me with compaſſion, he wept over my tak er 
of woe — which by intereſting his feelings, ac 
ſoon won his affections, and I became, in a T 


. ſhort time, the only object of his concern. g2 
He inſiſted on becoming the Colonel's bank- of 


1 


: 
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75 till ſome change of affairs ſhould reſtore 
1 to his rights; and Leinſter, after ad- 


 cepting® a ſmall ſum, bade us adiẽu, and3I 


ä uy with. A from a faithful 2 


we Tonguedil RY me lk oi 


_ affection, foothing my wounded mind by 
every alleviation in his power; and grief 
began at length to ſubſide into a pleaſing 


melancholy. I could wander through the 


ſhades of the chateau, and weep the lovely in- 
tereſting Louiſa; lament the maternal boſom 


that nouriſhed my infant years, and meditate 
the fatal end of a father I honoured. Mirth 
and joy were not in uniſon. with. my teelings, 
29 I was happy. 4 

06 Wet elit | renſive ſadneſs would' ſet- 
tle into habitual inanity, and choak all the 


energies of my mind, my couſin procured 
_ admiſſion for me in the univerſity of Arles. 
The days ſpent at this ſeat of learning, I re- 
gard as the happieſt of my life; the ſtores 
of information, which here opened to my 


view, 


. 
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vie w, filled me with delight; and in tlie pur- 
ſuit of knowledge, I forgot my former ſor- 


row. To medicinal ſtudies J applied myſelf 


with ſerious axidity; delighting in the heal. 
ing art; and as the amuſement of my leiſure 


hours, T ſometimes wooed. * muſes with 


tolerable ſucceſs. 8. 


Fo Wholly me un my „Kudie, ind 


ond from gaiety by my paſt misfortunes, 
. F avoided. the diſſipated parties, in which 


many of my fellow-ſtudents paſſed their time, 


and though I became the ſubject of their ri- 


dicule, yet my mind was too pleaſingly em- 


ployed to be much affected by the efforts of 
their wit. Six years paſſed rapidly in this 
pleaſing ſecluſion: my couſin, with. whom 

I generally ſpent two months of every year, 


took pleaſure in obſerving my improvement; 


and his praiſes animated my induſtry, while 


his kindnefs nen n want. 


. 91 0 was at 1 called on to bid an eter- 


nal ern to this laſt relative, this amiable 
2 friend; 


J 


4 


friend'; all my former affliction was renews. 
ed when I conſigned. him to the grave 


ſeemed a ſolitary being, left.abnE in the 


world. Abſorbed in grief, I walked through: 
the lonely apartment of- the chateau, and: 
ſpent whole days in the cloſe-ſhaded foreſt 
that ſurrounded it, where liſtening to the 
wiſdom of Longuville, I had fo often loſt the. 
remembrance of every former evil; its dark 
impervious ſhade ſuited wellthe gloom of my- 
mind, which ſhunned: the enlivening beams. 


of noon, as they ſpread over creation a glow 


* wacked my e heart. 


— 


— 


1085 The friends of my couſin came to offer 


conſolation, but their hearts were little inte - 


reſted ; it was to. them the common routine 
of compliment, which ill-according with my. 
burſting heart, I ſhut myſelf from ſociety, 
and refuſed peeviſnl their offered kindneſs, 
till my faithful Duncan, who had in vain. 
tried every other method to comfort me, 
ſent for a Monſieur Beaumont, the early 
nech and ſchool: fellow of my departed 

1505 | Vong 


Fe. 


As Longueville had left me his heir, [ 
had no other pecuniary concerns than how 
to diſpoſe of my wealth for the benefit of 
mankind, and my heart glowed at the proſ- 
pect of independence. Bur theſe pleaſing 


put in litigation; the will wanted ſome of 
the neceſſary formalities to render it effi- 
cient in the eye of the law. My oponent 
was as nearly related to the deceaſed as my- 


„d varcounny 


hain 
__ 


Longueville. Their hearts had ever been in 
uniſon they had ſhared each other's confi- L 
dence from the firſt dawn of reaſon ;* and his y 
grief was nearly equal to my own.. To him n 


I could not refuſe admittance: and as 1 fi 
could talk freely to him of our mutual loſs, WM 
and indulge in his preſence, every feeling of MW th 
my heart, my mind became more tranquil, di 


and his ſociety reſtored. me to comparative ¶ ca 


expectations ſoon vaniſhed—my claim was 


f1f, with the advantages of being born in the 
country, ſupported by the hand of power, 
and ms * of. conſiderable prope® 

.- thi 


| bz VALCOURT. Gl. 
ty; while J, poor, an alien, unfriended, and 
unknown, was to ſupport the conteſt. - He 
was too, a young, diſſipated, unprincipled 
man, who had been diſcarded from my cou- 
fin's favour for his vices; and any one leſs 
ſanguine than myſelf. would have: foreſeen 
the event; but though my judgment could 
diſcern all the difficulties, yet my feelings 
conſtantly. liſtened to the ſuggeſtions of hope. 

% oB eg at 4 1 i; 

By the advice of my friend Beaumont, 
I quitted my retreat for the gay city of Paris, 
„where I had the opportunity of conſulting 
1 moſt able 56-204 on my-caſe.” 


* — 
| 3 a Maine 45; 


331 klere k De Valeour: pauſed, as if e to 
proceed; a crimſon glow overſpread his face, 
as his eye met Matilda's—then riſing, with 
i- Nagitation, he cried, Would to God [ could. 
nt forget that period of my life to which my 
hiſtory is. now advancing, or that truth would 
allow me to paſs. it over in ſilence. It is the 
firſt wiſh of my heart to ſecure your eſteem, 

but I. cannot by a falſe gloſs conceal my er-- 
| | rors 35 
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rors; the candour of my narrative is all I 

have to depend on, and muſt abide your 
88 Ji 

fentence.” my, | 


© Intereſted by De Valecourt's tale, the great, 
elock had ſtruck twelve, (an hour unuſually 
late for the family at the caſtle to ſit) the loud 
roaring: of the wind, as it ſhook the old caſe- 
ments and whiſtled through the decayed 
tapeſtry too, had paſſed unheeded, when 
they were ſuddenly rouſed from this mute 
attention, by the loud ringing of the great 
bell, and the trampling of horſes' feet in the 
court, Surpriſe created a momentary ter: 
ror; but Lady Mountſhannon, convinced 
ſhe had nothing to fear, while ſurrounded by 
her faithful domeſtics, haſtened to the gate, 
when a. ſtranger- enquiring if he was at the 
caſtle of the Lord Mountſhannon, and being 
anſwered in the affirmative, begged a night's 
_ lodging, as he had loſt his way; and feared 
to proceed in a ſtrange country, through the 
increaſing tempeſt. He was immediately 
| an- 
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announced as Sir Charles Ormond; and 
Lady Mountſhannon, who had ſeen him 3 
when a child, gave him a polite reception, 
After taking a ſlight repaſt, beds were pre= © 
pared for him and his attendants; the 
family retired, and De Valcourt s hiſtory 
Was Poſtponed. 
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+ "He mourn'd for man, and virtue loſt, + 


And. ſeem' d to-feelof keen remorſe the wound, r 


. Pow ering on former days, by guilt engrols d, . 
Or i in the giddy ſtorm of diſſipation . toſs: Ms 
/ Brazry. 
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Ar breakfaſt, the following morning, the 
party were enlivened by the ſprightly ſallies 
of Sir Charles. He deſcribed the follies of 
the court with ſarcaſtic humour, and relating 
numberleſs little anecdotes of the great 
world, intereſting to thoſe who live ſe- 
cluded, and which he rendered entertaining 
by the gaiety of his manners; while generous 
\ ſentiments, occaſionally mingling with his 
di ſcourſe, gave them no mean opinion of 
his heart, and increaſed their admiration of 
his talents. 


72 
2 


Ma.atilda liſtened with pleaſure N to his 
amuſing tales, tho' the levity of his conver- 
ſation, 


DE VALCOURT. 95 
ſa: ion, and the coarſe alluſions he frequently I 
made; created ſume diſguſt. When the 
meal was ended, Ormond's ſituation became 
uneaſy; pleaſed with the inmates of the 
caſtle, attracted by the novelty of the ſcene, 
and intereſted by the ſimplicity of every 
thing around him, which formed a pleaſing 
contraſt with the factitious manners produced 
by ſtudied etiquette, he wiſhed to prolong 
his ſtay; yet knew not how, as he had ouly 
ſolicited a night's ſhelter. . 


Lady 8 obſerving the regret 
with which he ſeemed to prepare for his 
departure, reheved his embarraſſment, by 
preſſing him to ſpend a few days at the 
caſtle; while he, bowing his acknowledge- 
ment of her attention, joyfully accepted her 
Invitation. 


De Valcourt, who had not- been preſent 
at breakfaſt, was, before the dinner hour, 
introduced to. Sir Charles, by Lady Mount- 
ſhannon, who ſpoke of him as an amiable . 
1 man, 


* 


* px VALCOURT. 
man, who had long been an exile from his 
Charles ſtarted ; but ſoon recovering him- 

ſelf, he advanced, and taking his hand, 
deſired to be reckoned among the number 
of his friends, © Our fathers (faid he) were 


the ſame i intimacy will be renewed by their 
4 fons.” 


beſt attire, aſſembled to join in the feſtivity. 


| among the dancers. Mountford ſelected 


powers to excel her companions. Care was 


country. At the name of De Valcourt, Sir 


aſſociates; and I hope, from this moment, 


; T he afternoon was paſſed in animated N 
converſation, and the evening concluded 4 
| a 


with a ruſtic ball; the muſic was played in 4 


a covered gallery; and the villagers, in theit 


Compelled by politeneſs, Sir Charles offered 
his hand to Lady Mountſhannon ; while he 
reluctantly beheld De Valcourt, forgetting 
his weakneſs, lead Matilda to her place 


from the throng a blooming pattner, who, 
pleaſed with his attentions, exerted all her 


baniſhed, and as. face was ſmiling with 
9; 


- 
a 
Wop: 
25 


looks of anger at De Valcourt, as he follow- 
ed the light-hearted Matilda through the 
dance; but this paſſed unnoticed by Lady 
Mountſhannon, who, attentive to the general 
accommodation of her gueſts, had not leiſure 
to obſerve individual diſcontent; nor would 

it have been eaſy to diſcover that of Sir 


Charles, hid as it was by his natural polite- 


ued, 


neſs. At length, finding herſelf fat 
and fearing that longer exertion might injure 


the health of De Valcourt, ſhe declined 


dancing; and preſenting the delighted Sir 
Charles to Matilda, drew : away the Marquis 


that. he was frill an invalid, and command- 


evening, ſeated herſelf by his ſide, endeavour- 
ing to compenſate, by her converſation, the 


ſevere reſtraint ſhe laid him under. But her 
efforts were vain; ; while he ſilently acquieſced 


klda, whom he contemplated with admira- 
tion, tho? not without ſome painful emotions, 
vor. 1. 2 'F „ 
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joy, except Sir Charles Ormond, who 4 


to a ſeat, where ſhe bade him remember 


ing him not to ſtir during the reſt of the 


in all ſhe ſaid, his eyes were fixed on Ma- 


pas 
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which inecealing as he obſerved the aſſiduous 
attentions of the man he dreaded as a rival, 

he became wholly inſenſible to euer other 
| object. 


Matilda, Mosch not ane Wadde, 
was yet highly intereſting; her figure, rather 


above the middle ſize, was formed with 


exact ſymmetry ; ; her dark blue eyes were 
ing and ſevere ; but the long ſilken 
1, through which they ſhone, ſoftening 


their liſtre, gave a melting ſweetneſs to 
their expreſſion ; her noſe inclined to the 


roman, and tho' it was rather too large for 


female beauty, added ſtrength to her coun- 


tenance; while the benevolence that played 
round her mouth, ameliorating its ſtrong 
character, formed a happy mixture of femi- 
nine ſoftneſs, with the energies of reflection 
and A cultivated underſtanding, that dignified 
her appearance, and at once excited love, 
and demanded reſpect. Unacquainted with 
faſhions, her dreſs was -the ſimple effect of 

her own taſte ; it was a robe of white cam- 
5 brig, 
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bric, hanging looſe from the ſhoulders, faſ- 
tened only by a belt, with a ſilver claſp, 
below the boſom, drawn up on the left fide 
by a ſmall bow of green ribbon ; and her 
hair, which hung careleſsly in her neck, was 
ſlightly ornamented with the ſame. 


Sir Charles, who had received her as his 
partner with rapture, ſpoke his admiration 
of her perſon, and praiſed hermental ACC 
ments in terms of warm, but fp 
compliment ; practiſing all the little arts s he 
was. maſter of, to excite her attention. In 
vain were his efforts: her eye conſtantly ; 
wandered- to the ſeat of De, Valcourt, while 
his compliments and attractions were equally 
loſt; till, obſerving the anxiety and fixed 
attention with which the Marquis regarded 
her, her ſpirits ſunk; ſhe miſtook the 
figure, created confuſion, and bluſhing, 
ſtammered out an apology, and was about 
to leave her partner, that ſhe might join De 
| Valcourt, and enquire the cauſe of his uneaſi- 
Tis ; ous Sir Charles, whoſe vanity, had been 
He e P51) . * 
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piqued by her coldneſs, took her hand, and 
affecting a look of ſorrow, entreated to know 
in what he hae been ſo unhappy as to offend 
Rer. | | A 


Matilda, who would not willingly have 
inflicted pain, aſſured him he had never, 
in the ſmalleſt inſtance, offended; on the 
contrary, ſhe felt herſelf indebted to his | 4A 
liteneſs. | | 


A « Ah! then, madam,” cried he,' with a 
ſtill more dejected air, cc you conſider me as 
an intruder. I have remarked with pain, 
the change in your conduct ſince I have had 
the honour of dancing with you, and will no 
longer obtrude on you ſuch irkſome ſociety. 
Happy. De Valcourt! he can inſpire your 
heart with affection, | and may. be n vi 
ble to every other evil. OL EN ci WH 


Surpriſed * mortified at this inſinuation 
concerning De Valcourt; and conſcious, that til. 
While yielding to her own feelings, ſhe had bit 

been guilty of nes to Sir Charles, by &@; 
daleepriv- 51. 
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depriving him of his amuſement, ſhe en- 
deavoured to aſſume her uſual vivacity, and 
laughing at his ſerious countenance, deſired 
him, if he did not wiſh to quit his partner, 
to lead her back to the dance, as ſhe had a 
little recovered her fatigue, and would now 
endeavour. to do his en more Juſtice. a 


Wuhan nodciog FY inconſiſtency of ket 
conduct, he thanked her for her condeſcen- 
fion, and again joining the dance ; Matilda 
affected to be gay, but diſſatisfied with her- 
ſelf, and anxiouſly concerned for De Val- 
court, who, ſince the obſervations of Sir 
Charles, ſhe had not dared to approach, or 
even look at, ſhe could not regain her 
cheerfulneſs ; 'tis true her feet moved with 
vivacity ; but the pleaſure that ſparkled in 
her eye and animated her features, was fled. 


The dance at length finiſhed ; and Ma- 
tilda would have haſtened to De Valcourt, 
but Sir Charles determined not to loſe her $ 
for chat r evening at leaſt, led her to the ſup= 


" $2 
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per- room; and ſhe had only time in 1 paſt ng, 
to ſay, in a ſoftened tone of voice, De 


Valcourt, are you ill?“ ; 
But tortured by jealouſy, and agonized at 
95 preference he fancied given to his rival, 


he turned. from her, uttering only. ſome 1 in- 


diſtinct words; ; and Sir Charles, at. that mo- 
ment, hurrying her along, ſhe was left i in a 
ftate of ſuſpenſe, almoſt as painful as were 
the feelings of De Valcourt. Yet ſhe hoped 


he would ſeat himſelf next her at ſupper, and 
calm her fears; ; but he took the oppoſit ite 
end of cke table, determined not to liſten to 


the converſation of Sir Charles, leſt the irri- 
tability of his temper ſhould betray him i in- 


* 


to 9 toms unwarrantable e of anger. 


1 8 now ſupported. the ſpirirs of Macl- 
da. The neglect of De Valcourt would have 


been too painful for endurance, had not the 
conſciouſneſs of his injuſtice rouſed her re- 
fentment ; and Sir Charles, who ſaw the 
workings of her mind, endeavoured to en- 


creaſe 
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cicaſe her anger, while he exerted Li his 
powers to render himſelf agreeable. 


The peaſants, who had a table ies for 
* at the lower end of the room, were no 
fooner ſeated, than giving looſe to their ani- 
mal ſpirits, aided by the joy of the moment, 
they became almoſt vociferous in their mirth ; 
yet Matilda, wholly unſophiſticated, enjoyed 
their vulgar pleaſure. | It was delightful to 
her to ſee ſo many of her ſpecies happy ; 


benevolence was the ſtrong feature of her 


character, and ſhe had mixed too little with 
the world to have become faſtidious. 1 


But her pleaſing nd vaniſhed, as 
often as her eye involuntarily turned on De 
Valcourt, in whoſe face the diſtreſs of his 


mind was, ſtrongly depicted. Reſentment 
ſoon ſubſided, and pity for the uneaſineſs 


which viſibly agitated his features ſucceed- 
ed; yet ſhe could not account for his capri- 


owe conduct; he had ever ſeemed to be 


pleaſed with her fociety, and ſoothed by her 
e atten- 
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"attentions ; ; and why he ſhould now ſo ſtudi- 
| _ avoid her, ſhe could not comprehend. 


2 _ Urged by 3 and ee warm. Adee 
tion ſhe was unconſciouſly cheriſhing, Ma- 


tilda once more before ſhe retired, ap- 


proached De Valcourt, to enquire the cauſe 


of his uneaſineſs, and, if pas to foorh his 


mind g peace. 


But he, whoſe jealouſy had increaſed al- 


moſt to frenzy, turning on her a look of 


mingled rage and deſpair, cried, © Ah! do 


not inſult me with your pity, madam. Iam 


already ſufficiently humbled ; I feel the diſ- 
| tance at which fortune has placed me—and 


know the ſuperior claims of the man to 


whom I muſt yield; yet I cannot endure to 
ö think of it. I cannot now liſten to you, or 
owe to your benevolence alone, attentions it 
would be my glory to merit; then abruptly 


quitting her, he hurried out of the apart- - 


In . 
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im vain on her pillow did ſhe artempt to 
ſolve the myſtery of De Valeourt's conduct, 
conſcious of the high eſteem ſhe entertained 


for him; the idea that he was jealous of her 


preferring Sir Charles did not once enter her 
mind. She roſe to take her morning walk; 
and De Valcourt, who had paſſed a ſleepleſs 
tight, regretting the impetuoſity of his tem- 
per, and forming a thouſand apologies for his 
behaviour the preceeding evening, was al- 
| ready i in the garden. He ſaw Matilda enter, 
but humbled by a ſenſe of his own weakneſs, 
he wanted courage to. Join her; and turning 
into another ,walk, ſuffered her nearly to 
reach the laſt avenue to the caſtle, before he 
ventured to approach; then, trembling and 
confuſed, he attempted to ſtammer out an 
apology ;. but unable to connect a ſentence, 


he ſtood ſilent. and abaſhed. The feelings . 


of De Valcourt were inſtantly communicated 
to Matilda, who, though ſhe ardently wiſh- 
ed to know what had occaſioned his vexa- 


tion, wanted power to enquire. She held 
out her hand in token of friendſhip, when 
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mutually oppreſſed and embarrlſed, they 
2 ſilently home. an 


1 . ” 4 
* N 


"The family were aſſembled i in the [OM | 


faſt-parlour. De Valcourt led Matilda to a 
chair— while Sir Charles, with a ſarcaſtic 


ſmile, obſerved that the cool breeze of 


morning, by giving an additional glow to her 
cheek, -had increaſed thoſe charms he had 


- before” found ſufficiently dangerous; then 
turning to De Valcourt, he congratulated 


him on the recovery of his health, declaring 
he ought no longer to be conſidered as an. 
invalid, who could dance away the 2 yet 
rife untired, to enjoy the Ne air. 


1 When breakfaſt Was 0N over, a walk was pro- 
poſed. The ſun ſhone bright the ſky was 
unclouded; and Matilda, wiſhing to lead the 
party 1 to the walk, which, by deceiving | her 
- Eye, had preſerved De Valcourt they 

readily conſented. The winds of October 

| had ſhaken from the trees ſome of their foli- 


. age, and through t the — made by their 
DT Fo EE naked 
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naked branches, the ſurrounding country. was 

frequently viſible, The company often ſtop- 

ped to admire the beautiful ſcenery ; and 
though it had, in the eye of Matilda, loſt 
much of the romantic enchantment, with 
which, when impervious to the rays of the 

ſun, her imagination had decked it, yet it 

was ſtill delightful; and the recollection of 
paſt circumſtances—the converſation of De 

Valcourt, as ſhe leant on his arm—and the 

s ruſtling muſic of the ripened foliage, as it 

| gently fell to the ground, filled. her mind 

with high-w rought ſenſations. 
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From „ the beauties of n na- 
ture, they were inſenſibly led to the God of 
nature; when their thoughts taking a till 
wider range, they diſcourſed of another 
world. Lo: 


„ 


>. 


Sir Charles, who broelled hiſt a KS. 
heben, argued ſtrongly aps its $ exiſtence, | 
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But E e Valcourt, who could n of 


annihilation without pain, exclaimed with 


fervor, There muſt be an hereaſter; man 
was not formed with ſueh comprehenſive 
powers of mind and memory—ſuch-capabi- 
lity of judging and comparing, merely to run 


through a few ſhort years, and then fink in- 


| to eternal oblivion. It would be better to 
exiſt in _ and ſorrow, * to foe all ſenſe 
; of being.” ws 1 


| Matilda gazed on him with delight, as he 
uttered ſentiments ſo congenial to her n; 


and pleaſed to continue the ſubject, ſhe ſaid, 
« My mind has often found delight, as my 
imagination has fondly pictured the happi- 


neſs of a future ſtate, when I have thought 


it would conſiſt in increaſed, andlſtill increaf- 
ing intellectual enjoyment; that the ſtores of 
knowledge would be continually opening to 
our view, without the poſſibility of being ex- 
hauſted —and our minds, free from every 
grofſer 105 would enjoy pure and unmixed 
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delight, 1n the oi communication: 
of intelligence.” | 


| De 8 eee eee the hand 
of Matilda, while, with more than uſual ani- 
mation, ſhe ſpoke her glowing feelings. 


Sir Charles finiled—but his ſmile was 


mingled with contempt. He compliments 


ed too—but tired of a converſation grown too 
ſerious for him, he endeavoured to diſconcert 


the romantic moraliſt, by a coarſe double 


entendre; which, fortunately for her, ſhe did 
not ME HS 


| Their alk had deen 4 and the com- 


pany returned much fatigued to dinner; till 


recovering their ſpirits after the repaſt, and | 


muſic being reſorted to, they performed a 
little concert. Matilda fat down to her harp. 
and ſang ſome favourite Scotch airs, with 
that native ſimplicity which touches the 
heart. Lady Mountſhannon accompanied 
her on the harpſichord; Mountford played 
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the bag - pipe; while De er and Si 
Charles took each a violin—and hey did not 


* 


feparate till late i in the e . 


| Several 1 had | paſſed in theſe pleaſing 


amuſements, when Sir Charles, - compelled. 


by neceſſity, one evening took his final 

| eav& having ordered his horſes to be got 
ready by day- break the next morning ; and 
De Valcourt, who had promiſed to accom- 
| pany him on the firſt ſtage of his journey, 
ſaid he ſhould have the honour of returning 
in the evening, when he would intrude a few 
days longer on the hoſpitality of Lady 
Mountſhannon, that he might be benefited 
by her counſels in the preſent mn of 


| his affairs. 


The following day was-paſſed by Matild: 
in anxiouſly anticipating the pleaſures of the 
evening but no De Valcourt arriving, her 
heart ſunk, when, at a late hour they retired 
to reſt. He however app eared at breakfaſt 
next morning with elevated ſpirits. He had 
or ; met 
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met on the road, his faithful Duncan, who 
he feared had periſhed, and rejoiced in once 


more eee the -=__ old man. 


The whole family now etal their 
impatience to hear the concluſion of De 


nn 8 f he n een 


a 5 J 


« On my aa” in Paris, I felt all the- 
torture of ſuſpence.; I had taſted the ſweets 


of independence, and could not endure the 


thought of ſinking again into obſcure poyer- 


e As the Marquis de Valcourt, and heir 


of Longueville, every gate was open to re- 


ceive me every tongue was loud in profeſ- 


fions-of friendſhip ; but I knew too much of 


the world to miſtake this for perſonal eſteem. 


loved ſociety, was pleaſed with refinement, 


and my mind had not attained ſufficient 
ſtrength to relinquiſh the enjoyments of life 


en 4 Wen 5 enden to baniſh the 
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painful 
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painful ſenſations which reflection too fre- 
quently rouſed in my mind. 


In this ſtate, I flew to diſſipation; its 
delights were intoxicating to one whoſe only 
with was to:,avoid thought ; and I ſcon en- 
tered into all the pleafures, which in a gay 
city like Paris, Ar chown allurements to the 
Os: heats: VVV 

24 . 5 | 
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2 In NIN thoughtleſs career, 4 became ac- 
en with ſome young men of faſhion. 


Their minds were of a ſuperior order 


they. poſſeſſed genius were bon vivanto— 
and though corrupted by general example, 
and the carly indulgence of ſelfiſh paſſions, 


they loved the theory of virtue, and would 
often dwell on the praiſes. of wiſdom... I 


could enter their ſociety with leſs ceremony 


than was neceſſary to introduce me to more 


reſpectable company. With them, forget- 


ting © the laws delay,” J could laugh away 


the jocund hours; and I was ſoon. initiated 


into new ſcenes of debauchery. At firſt, 1 
ſtarted 
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ſtarted at their corrupt practices, and ſhrunk. 
from the near approach of vice ; but they 


laughed at my folly—ridiculed my prejudice 
with ſuch keen ſarcaſm, ſuch lively raillery, that 


ſerve their power, would ſhut him from en- 
joyment, and terrify his imagination by a bug- 
bear.—And then expoſing the hypocricy of 
ſome characters I had been taught to revere, 


ral excellence were more than a phantom, 
raiſed by my own imagination; and reſoly- 
ed to welcome pleaſure in whatever form 
ſhe appeared ; unmindful, that the man who 


enjoyments of benevolence, and loft to all 


that he exchanges for the low gratifications 


© Peau- 
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| was ſoon aſhamed to defend my principles. 
Indeed their arguments in favour of vice 
were ſpecious. Man, they ſaid, was born for 
happineſs ; had paſſions given him for his 
gratifiontion — though ſelfiſh prieſts, to pre- 
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my virtue began to relax. I doubted if mo- 


Ives only for himſelf, is ſhut out from all the 
the pleaſures ariſing from expanſion of heart; 


i ſenſe, the pure delights of wiſdom. 
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Beaumont warned me of my danger; 
but, though I felt the force of his coun- 
cils, I wanted reſolution to follow his advice, 
Yet 1 made ſome faint efforts to return to the 
path of rectitude I had quitted, in which 3 
believe, I ſhould have fucceeded, had not 
my friend, at that time been called to a dil. Wi 
tant part of the kingdom, on very important I of 
buſineſs. 335 5 5140 my T e the 


9 Wen 127 abate to > myſelf, * again 
plunged | into all my. former errors. Among pro 
the females to whom I was introduced by the 
my gay companions, was a Signora Ro- 
manzie, a woman of ſome perſonal attrac- 
tions, whoſe wit rendered her the object of 
deſire to all the diſnpated men of Paris. To 

viſit her was the ton her houſe was always 
crowded: by all who pretended to. faſhion, 

Inſipidity and dullneſs were baniſhed in her 

| preſence—ſhe could keep her company in my « 
roar of merriment, or ſay trifles with ſo en- Vell. 

_ chanting an air, as to give them importance to fi 

buy here manners could melt with ſoftncſ, N tcred 
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or glow with heroic ardour—be gay or ſeri- 
ous, as ſunted the OR of her gueſt, os 
the part f He had t to o act. ie 
On my grlt i interview We renuieecd me 
with the moſt flattering diſtinction. I paid 
liberally for my entertainment, as my ſtock 
of ready caſh was ſtill pretty large; and on 
the renewal of my viſit, ſhe treated me with 
ſtill greater attention. Though I knew her 
to be a woman of intrigue — artful from 
profeſſion — and 'on the watch to entangle 
the unwary in her ſnares, yet I was weak 
enough to be pleaſed with this diſtinction. 
She ſaw my folly,” and practiſed a thouſand 
little arts to lull my prudence : ſhe was fud- 
denly grave and thoughtful, drefling her face 
in ſorrow, to give intereſt to her features; 
and as ſhe fang and played ſome ſoft Italian 
airs, a gentle ſigh heaved her boſom ; when 
my eye, meeting her's, ſhe turned away with 
well. affected modeſty. I was not fool enough 
to ſuppoſe myſelf beloved; yet I was flat. 
my ſenſes vielded to the infa tuation, 
and 
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and I gave way to paſſion foſtered by myſet 

even againſt my better judgment. 
became her devoted. ſlave; while, to en- 
hance the. value of her favours, ſhe created 
ſome delay; and in my hours of reflection, 
I reſolved to avoid this connection, which I 
could not help regarding as degrading. But 
ſhe knew how to command my paſſions, and 
I became the complete dupe of her cunning, 
In defiance of public cenſure, I took up my 
abode under the ſame roof with my charm- 
ing Signora; and to oblige her, formed. my 
eſtabliſhment in a very expenſive ſtyle. We 
gave les petits ſoupers, and our houſe was re- 
A to _e all the demireps of faſh ion. 


nk « My law ſuit, which had paſſed through 
ſeveral courts, was {till undecided ; nor had 
J any hope of its coming to a concluſion; 
while thus in the gay dream of licentiouſ- 
neſs, I waſted my finances and deſtroyed my 
health; till the loud clamours of my cre- 
ditors awaked me to recollection; and I 
found che little ſtock Loud call my own, 


inade- 


| 1 ſoon 
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inadequate to ſatisfy their demands. I had 
no reſource now but by borrowing money at 
exhorbitant intereſt, on my expected poſſeſ- 
ſions; and this I reſolved never to do. 

« To hang given up my connections, and 
have waited in private the iſſue of the law's 


remedy : -my reaſon ſuggeſted the plan, but 


ſcious rectitude produces; and ſo ſtrongly 
had the artitices of Romanzie faſcinated me; 
that I fondly fancied I had intereſted her 


with me. 
118 | To how, oa I wok and 8 
the artleſs tale of my diſtreſs. She heard me 


a 0 - . 2 - 
every. other blandiſnment ſhe was miſtreſs 
TWO int AL Digboel 30071 9171 5 12 15 1 of; 
L : 2 ® . 


decifion, would have been a ſafe and eaſy 


[ had loſt that reliance on myſelf which con- 


heart, and that ſhe would. conſent to retire, 


to an end in ſilence; then affecting to laugh 
at my ſcruples, accuſed me of cruelty in 
viſhing to abridge lier pleaſures ; talked: of 
the ſacrifices ſhe had made for me; and at 
length, by tears, flattery, entreaties, and 


pa - 3 — # 
. ty NG 

- 3 7 4 5 
8 3 2 3 


75 8 < > A 
3 
2 


— 2 
r 
8 


AF _ 5 >= 
TOTES 7 


\ p _—_ F 


* 
5 A * * 7 FA 
rene 


8 n SET pos 


* -0 K E 
OI OS Ss * F LS Sea 

4 K. — $4 
S 8 1 pe a. 


a 
eee. 


4 : 
. 
8 


a 


3 
3 


—— — 


8 
8 
re. 


1 
— thn — * 


1 
32 LIES 


>. 8 
1 * nr r = 
1 


1 * 2 1 - * 8 — — 
N APES EN : 5 0 
— bp — — £ 5. K. . 2 * 


* F * — Fas 


— - 


3 


* 


— nn = > _— - n n — IS. 4 2 l — . fs * 5 
0 3 p Sa Sen. eb EF 8 2 2 a > * R ne — 2 4.2 
1 * 1 : r : pn "4 3 A \ pet - , : N Tops toes”, 4 4 
=> . 22 AL ER A as — 8 * 4 . 3 SI" 2 fi Gs i. me 
> I a 5 : - , . * . 
N Wl 
_ \ 


JI I, 
_ * 2 


118 px vxLcoukr. 
df conquered, =_ me and I. yickied to 70 
her ITE bi Oe 06610 ens 11 


— 
* 


oh eee in vice are lein . cl 3 
imperceptible. It is from the firſt advances RA 
in the paths of error we ſhould guard our the 

hearts. We generally enter on vicious pur- Ie 
ſuits with reluctance; and it often needs the 
aid of ſophiſtry to deck its paths with flow- 
ers, and cover the thorns beneath; or the 
more powerful aſſiſtance of a mind ill at eaſe, 
regretting the paſt, or dreading the future, to 
plunge us in ; but when once entered, the 
deſcent is ſlippery e loſe our hold on vir- 
tue and ſelf-eſteem, and ſink precipitately 
into the gulf beneath. I borrowed various 
ſums : but my expences were now ſo great, 
they ſerved only for-a ME! apply, and 
I was conſtantly embarraſſed. W 


| "a | 
4% Weego obſerving my chagrine, 
queſtioned me of the cauſe, which, when! 
explained, they wondered 1 ſhould be with- 
out reſources, poſſeſſed, as they were pleaſed 

ys | IE to 
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to ſay I was, of talents and addreſs. I did 


not at firſt comprehend their meaning, till 
they led me to the gaming-table, where 1 


ſoon became acquainted with all the decep- 


tion, trick; and manceuvre, which conſtitute 
the character of a gameſter. For ſome time 


continued to frequent theſe haunts, to be 


myſelf alternately the plunderer and plunder- 
ed to ſee the wealth of nations tottering on 


a die to ſee ſharpers and princes, highway 


men and miniſters of ſtate, mingle in one 
heterogeneous maſs to be one day poſſeſſed 
of r and the next ee | 


« But I was not yet 6 at that ſtate 
of depravity which could render this mode 
of life tolerable to me. My health declined 
my mind tortured by remorſe, loſt all its 


active powers; abhoring myſelf, and ſhrink- 


ing from reflection, I became fretful and 
peeviſh, and the careſſes of my ſtill charm- 
ing Signora alone had power to ſooth m__ ir- 
nated clan | | 
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120 . DE VALCOURT: 


I had not paſſed many wee ks in this 
painful ſituation, when I received notice that 


. the final deciſion of. my cauſe would - take 


place i in a few days. - The lawyers encourag- 
ed me with hope; and I ſat indulging thoſe 
Pleaſing ſenſations, and forming reſolutions 
to direct my future conduct by virtue, when! 
was one envening ſurpriſe ed by the introduction 
of a ſtranger. He came from my opponent to 


offer me a yearly annuity, if I would fign 


over. my right of inheritance to him, and 
withdraw my ſuit, aſſuring me, at the ſame 


time, that ſhould this application fail, his 


employer had taken the means to ſecure a 
decifion i in his favour. 


23 4 rejected the Ten” oe diſdain, 
while he vainly endeavoured to mould me to 
his. purpoſe, - till finding me reſolute, he 
haſtened out of the houſe before I thought 
of ſecuring him as an evidence. I then fol- 
Ibwed him into the ſtreet, but he had 
5 mingled with the crowd, and was out of 
ſight. ; LE 


f 31-03 
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« Burſting with rage, I went to the houſes 
of thoſe friends I had neglected, determined 
to expoſe the conduct of the man I contend- 
ed with—but my own character was now ſo 
branded with infamy, my ſtory gained little | 
credit knew not the man who made me 
the propoſal ; ; and it was in vain that I re- 
peated all the minute circumſtances ; my tale 
was conſidered as a forgery, invented and 
_ propagated to prej judice my adverſary? s cauſe. 
before his judges. How was J fallen—of 
what guilt was I now thought capable. I 
ſidered at the thought, and with a heavy 


heart appeared the following morning in 


court. | | | * 25 
. ; | . 


« It was ue} in the 45 before the cauſe 
was decided, when I ſaw myſelf ſtripped of 
1 all my property reduced in a moment to 
. indigenee — and deeply involved in debt: 
q yet ſo much did I abhor myſelf for my paſt | 
of conduct — ſo painful were the impreſſions 
made on my. mind by the ſcenes I had lately 
witneſſed, that I determined to forſake my 8 
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h ſome uſeful profeſſion, not only provide for 
my preſent wants, but reſtore to my creditors 
the ſums [ had waſted 1 in folly and * 


without pain; and though I knew ſhe 
the parting with her, as the firſt ſtep to- 


| wards my reformation, yet I thought habit 
had created in her boſom ſome regard for 


one more night in her ſociety—to arrange 


122 px VALCOURT. 


former | errors, and by applying myſelf to 


\* 


ce From Romanzie J could not feparate 


would not ſhare my poverty, and conſidered 


me—that ſhe would pity my misfortunes, 
and part from me with regret ; my mind was 
ſogthed with the thought, that there was yet 
one being who could feel an intereſt in my 
concerns, and I returned to my houſe to paſi 


my affairs—diſpoſe of my rich furniture and 
coſtly wardrobe, before I bade farewell to the 
gay world for ever. 


* 


« I rang the bell; ; the ſervant who open- 


ed the door was confuſed ; I aſked in what N ny 
apartment I ſhould * her miſtreſs ? She morti 


- heſitated 


lat 
he 
ted 
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beſftated and. replied, ſhe believed her miſ- 
treſs was out, but would go and inquire, My 


jealouſy was fired; I puſhed fuciouſly by, and 
hurrying up ſtairs, was ſurpriſed to hear 


ſounds of mirth» in Romanzie's apartment. 


I ſtopped'a moment, when I heard a man's 


voice ſay, © Fear not, he will never. return 
here — depend upon it he is ere now many 
miles from Paris; he has too much reaſon 
to fear a priſon if he remains another night 
within the city walls; and ſhould he be ſo 
hardy, I have taken care to prepare his cre- 
ditors to place him in ſafe cuſtody.” 


< I waited not to hear more, but burſting 
into the room judge of my ſurpriſe and in- 


dignation, to find the man who had deprived 


me of my couſin's fortune, toying with my 
miſtre already a favoured lover. Though 
my attachment had ever been void of eſteem, 
did got believe her heart ſo very mercena- 
ry ; And wounded by the events of the day, 
my ſoul was ſtung to madneſs by this laſt 
mortification, Pradence and every other 
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124 DE VALCOURT, | 


feeling but revenge, at that moment forſook 


© She received me with the moſt inſult- 
Ing indifference ; wondered at my intruſion 


and ungentleman-like conduct; till topping 


her ſhort, I ſaid. © Tis well, madam ; go 
on, for you are below my reſentment ; but 
you, Sir,” continued I, turning to my rival, 
will not refuſe to gr ſatisfaction for the 
wrongs you have done me. If you have 
ſpirit to defend yourſelf, follow me—here 
are 10. take FOUT chazerr bo: 


FiO 5 1928 
911080 


Uk tion, wholly unattended, we. hurrid to a retir- 
ed ſpot: we fired, and he fell. 1 cannot, 


even at this diſtance of time, thigk.« of the 
horrors 1 felt at that moment, without ſhud-. 


dering. I flew to his aſſiſtance — ſupported 
him in my arms; he appeared in agonies, 
but unable to ſpeak, .i he reſted a dead weight 
on my ſhoulder ; white I, vaioly endeavour- 
ine to ſtop the blood, was preſently ſur- 

rounded 


ec He 1 ant winken er precau- 


. 
a 


quitting the houſe. 
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| rounded by officers of the police, whom the 


Signora had alarmed immediately on our 


I was now conveyed to priſon, and leſt 
to darkneſs and deſpair. My fancy was diſ- 


turbed with images of death, and the man, 


who an hour before had excited my hatred, 
was now the object of my tender {\licitude ; 


all the wrongs he had done me vaniſhed ; I 
could have knelt and implored his pardon. 


Every other conſideration was abſorbed in 


linger out a long life, groaning under pover- 
ty, contempt, and every ſpecies of evil ima- 
3 gination could invent, to have recalled the 
laſt hour. | i. 


* — 


the dreadful thought of having taken the liſe 
of a fellowy- creature; and I ſeemed borne 
down with the weight of my own guilt, My. -- | 


life, if prolonged, would now be a ſeries of 


wretchedneſs ; no future good could baniſh _ 
the dreadful idea from my boſom, that I was 


a murderer ; I could have been content ta 
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126 'DE VALCOURT.. 
« In this melancholy ſtate T paſſed ſome 


weeks without one ſoothing reflection to 
calm my agonized heart. The dungeon 


where I was confined, admitted but little 


air; and the light that entered it was by a 
ſmall aperture in the wall, borrowed from 


another cell; and as the men who daily 


brought my allowance of miſerable food re- 
mained ob: finately filent reſpecting the fate 


of my adverſary, though I frequently be⸗ 
ſought them with tears to tell me, if he were 


yet alive—l had no doubt but he had ex- 


Z pired 'of bis wounds, and I was reſerved for 


the ſentence of the law, when my fofferings 


would be concluded by an ignominious 
death, as his relations were powerful, and I 
had no witne ſs of the tranſaction; while the 


Signora would be at liberty to give what 


7 
f \ 


turn ſhe pleaſed to wy conduct. 


8 Arming my mind to appear as a cri- 


minal i in a court of juſtice, and endeavouring 


| to collect fortitude ſufficient to enable me to 
| relate the truth in my defence; for on that 


Alone, 
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alone, x determined to rely—I w was one day 
ſurpriſed by the agreeable incelligence, that 
the wounds of my antagoniſt were healed— 
and that I was at liberty. My fetters were 
inſtantly ſtruck off, and, led through the 
interior of the priſon, I once more breathed 


the healthful air. 


40 Faſed from a load of miſery—again re- 
ſtored to freedom allowed the unconſtrain- 5 
ed motion of my limbs en, oying the exhi- 
lating ſight of my fellow-mortals—baſking 


in ths. open air—and gazing on the 142555 
my cares, and 10 ionger ES — 3 
regret, I had loſt thoſe luxuries, on which I 
once {et ſo high a value. But it is only in the 
power of him, who like me, has ſunk urder 
the torture of remorſe ; like me, has been 
deprived of human converſe, light, and air, 


pent within a narrow cell; and like me, in 


a moment, found himſelf reſtored to all the 
privileges of man, to form an adequate idea 
of La, lor. My eyes moyed with rapture 
SS — from 
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128 | oN VALCOURT. 


2 


from object to object; and as 1 lightly 
| bounded along, ce Man,” faid I, © has with- 
in himſelf all the ſources of happineſs ; bleſs- 
eld with liberty, his being is delightful to 
5 him; ; in the exertion of his faculties he may 
£ ſurely find the means of fubliſtence, and 
more than that vitiates the taſte, corrupts the 
4 ge and renders him the ſlave of 


Al Thus plead ng. myfalr with Tie fond 


: idea, that the future would produce happi- 
neſs untaſted before, and forming viſionary 
ſchemes, whereby my talents might procure 
me honeſt ir dependence, I walked towards 
Paris. But ſcarce had I entered its gates, 


when I was arreſted at the ſuit of one of my 
creditors ; and as 1 could not find bail, con- 


veyed to e 


72 My ſi f. tuation was, however, more to- 
lerable now I had loſt the apprehenſive guilt 


of murder. and had _ confinement to af- 


fHi& Cc: . | 
« The 


os valeur. 129 
c The following day I was JIRA by my 


faithful ſervant Duncan, whom I had left at 


the chateau, and who, driven from thence by 
its new-lord, had been ſeeking me for ſome 
weeks paſt in the city. Our meeting was 
affecting the old man wept for my misfor- 
tunes; and I, who had long been unuſed to 
ſuch kindneſs, was ſoothed by it. Ifent him 
to ſome of my companions, who immediately 
came to my priſon, and exhorting me not to 
be caſt down, left me, to go and diſpoſe of 
my furniture, that they might ſet me at li- 
berty. The Signora, however, had cleared 
my houſe, leaving only my Want 2 Mp 
; with the ſervants. RET. 


«© Humanity never wholly bikes, even 
the worſt of beings, and theſe men were ra- 
ther the ſlaves of circumſtances, than vici- 
ous from inclination. Unable to return to me 
with ſuch unpleafing intelligence, they ſpent 
the remainder of the day in raiſing the ſum 


neceſſary for my diſcharge; and at night TR by. 
came to inform me they had 4 e wy 
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F, 
man at whoſe ſuit I was a prifoner. But as 


there were already ſeveral actions lodged a- 


Saint me, I was compelled to remain in 


cuſtody. 


4 # 
* K ; 


a It was in vain Pi promiſed my creditors, 


ir they would free me from priſon, to devote 


my time and talents to the diſcharge of my 
debts; they were inexorable. In vain too, 


that 1 applied to ſome of thoſe perſons, who, 


on my arrival at Paris, had Proffered me 


their friendſhip, to ſoften my creditors; my 


character, they ſaid, was ſo notorious, they 
could not intereſt themſelves in my con- 


cerns, without ſnaring my diſgrace; and thus 
was I left to 3 ; 


« My ſituation now ſeemed hopeleſs ; but 
the firmneſs my mind had gained amidſt 
the buffets of adverſe fortune, was not to be 


i ſhaken. Reſolving to apply with induſ- 


try, to ſome means to procure liberty, 1 


i N immediately ſet myſelf to correct for the 
| preſs, the poems, which f in happier hours I 


had 
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% 


* written to appeaſe. the cravings of an ar- 


dent imagination. The bookſeller was li- 


beral, and paid me a handſome ſum for the 
| copy, which went to liquidate my 1 


« Duncan alone remained my faithful friend 


and companion ; he conſtantly worked in the 
city all day, and at night returned to ſhare 
with me his little earnings; it was with re- 
luctance I partook of his hard earned gains, 
but he preſſed it with ſuch earneſtneſs—his 


heart ſeemed ſo much intereſted in his re- 


queſt, I was obliged to comply, that I might 


not add to his ſorrow ; while the good old. 
man had, without my knowledge, diſpoſed 
of the ſum he had ſaved in my ſervice, to 


ſatisfy my creditors. 


% My book, which was very ſaccelaful 
N ſoon ran through ſeveral editions. En- 


couraged by this, I attempted a freſh com- 
poſition. Phyſic and anatomy had been my 


favourite ſtudies when at college, and 1 now 


endeavoured to methodiſe my ideas, und 
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= publiſh the 1 improvements, my cloſe inveſfi- I 
| gation at the time had — Rs p 
= As my | book was written in the elt | 
ſtyle, almoſt wholly devoid of technical th 
terms, it was univerſally read, and proved to fh 
me a very profitable production, though it ſe; 
drew on me the hatred of the profeſſion ; and | BZ 
in leſs than a month, ſeveral pamphlets. ap- ad 
peared, filled with invectives againſt its au- ch 
thor, for his daring innovations. This ſoon fee 
made me popular; and what I afterwards | vir 
r wag ey purchaſed. my 
| of 
We Succefßfül 5 as | the productions of m my pen by 
had hitherto been, and carefully as I had ap- rit 
| plied the various ſums to the uſe of my cre- me 
ditors, I was ſtill conſiderably i in debt, and con 
found that years of labour would be inſuffi- Wl ent 
: cient to repay what had been ſquandered 1 in MW fpa 
few months. I ſickened at the thought of 
protracted confinement ; yet as it was from 60 
* own exertions alone I could hope. for re- chot 


, | hef, 


DE VALCOURT, . 99 
Hef, 1 endeavoured to arm my mind wi oY 9 
patience. - |. "LY : "4 
e Beaumont now returned, and I wrote. b | F 
the moment I knew of his arrival in Paris, a A 
ſhort account of my conduct during his ab- „ 
ſence. Above diſguiſe, I attempted not to „ 
palliate my errors; yet anxious to be again 1 
admitted to his friendſhip, p painted my 9 
change of ſentiment with all the energy of 7 
feeling. T had ſpent more than a year in 1 
virtuous activity, had found it congeneal fo... 1 
my nature, and could depend on the ſtabiliey is 
of my principles for though ſurrounded 
by the gloom of a priſon—in danger of pe- 
riſhing for want, ſhould any accident deprive 
me of my preſent powers of mind, yet I felt 


comparative happineſs, when oppoſed to my 
ſenſations during the months I rioted in diſ— 
pms and revelled i in luxury. 


« For ſome days my hopes were high, T. 
thought Beaumont would gladly reſtore me 
to his affections, and foſter returning virtue: 

ST T, but 


torpor of deſpair ſeized my facultics ; ; I ſat 
whole days abſorbed in gloomy reflection, 


only perſon intereſted in my welfare I was z 
1 burden—depriving him of the comforts hi 
age required, life had loſt its charms—for 


134 DE var couRT. 
but when weeks paſſed without tidings 


when I knew he had refuſed admittance to 
my faithful ſervant, my ſpirits failed—the 


and could no longer purſue my ufual avoca. 
tions, 1 ſeemed an outcaſt from ſociety, who 
had no longer any duties to perform; 3 to the 


what then, ſhould I prolong my wretched IM * 
exiſtence ? Theſe thoughts would, ſpite of 


myſelf, continually intrude, and-though often 


repreſſed, inceſſantly returned to darken my be 
melancholy hours. to 
| fu 

ce Tt was after a diy of unuſual heavineh, 


while Duncan, who had returned from ho PA 


labour, was uſing all the arguments his untu - in) 
tored mind could ſuggeſt, to rouſe me fron Pte 
the lethargy into which I had fallen, that the 
jailor entering my apartment, told me I ; 
free, I almoſ doubled my powers of hear: Ene 
N ol, be 


iv 
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ing, and made him repeat his agreeable in- 
telligence feveral times, before I could per- 
ſuade myſelf it was true. I then quitted my: 
priſon, but with very different ſenſations from 
thoſe I felt, when releaſed. from my firſt con- 
e finement. I had felt the pangs of diſap- 
he pointment, and hardly thinking myſelf now 
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„abe, I expected every minute, ſome new ad- ; 
venture would plunge me again into miſery. = 
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My fears, however, were groundleſs,, and: F 
remained in perfect ſafety. 
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* As I had no doubt but I owed my li- 
berty to the friendſhip of Beaumont, I went 
to thank him for his generoſity, but was re- 
fuſed admittance. He thought my return 
to virtue proceeded from the preſſure of 
painful circumſtances, not the conviction of 
my judgment, and reſolved to baniſh me his 
preſence. 
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8. My works, which now began t. to be 
known, not only procured me general re- 
* but the friendſhip of ſome perſons of 
worth 
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worth and talents. My former een 
flocked round me; I had, in my gayer mo- 
ments, contributed to their pleaſures, and 
given zeſt to their enjoyments ; and my ſo- 
ciety they conſidered an acquiſition: be- 
ſides, my writings were now every where 


talked of, and their vanity would have been 


gratified by my acquaintance; But my ſen- 
timents were changed; my principles found- 
ed on experience, were not to be ſhaken by 
their wit; my love of virtue was no longer 
the ebulitions of youthful fancy, which would 
fhrink before the ſhafts of ridicule, the blaſts 
of diſappointment, or the allurements of 
pleaſure. 1 endeavoured to convince them, 
that the delights of reaſon were ſuperior to 
thoſe of N but failing in my attempts, 
— 
I lived now in the country, on the pro- 
duce of my literary labours, and became an 
enthuſiaſtic lover of nature; while in the 

contemplation of it, my heart expanded with 
| benevolence towards -my ſpecies, In my 

9 7 progreſs 
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1 progreſs through vice, I had ſeen man a de- 
graded being—had ſeen him practiſing mean 


boſom glowed with the love of Juſtice ; I 


ſeen the ſame love of juſtice, the ſame re- 
card for the feelings of others, in characters 
thought wholly depraded, when under the 
influence of compaſſion, the mind had been 
thrown from i its habitual bias, and left to the 
impreſſions of nature. 


* Anxious to ameliorate the condition of 
mankind—to encreaſe their ſource of rational 
delights; I obſerved them attentively in 
every ſtate, and could not help tracing many 
of their errors, and much of their wretched- 


ing after truth, and ſhutting the book of 
knowledge. from their. eyes, taught them, 


IN 
1e 


ſcience neceſſary for che common herd. 


arts to impoſe on his tellows ; yet my own 


could not injure the happineſs of another, 
without myſelf feeling the wound—and I had 
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neſs to the ſuperſtition which prevailed, and 
that narrow poliey that forbade their enquir- 
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that obedience to the laws was the only 


A 
— 4.4 — — 
n 


So — — 
< rp act, noir b TY 
As. IS = "> Is. 
E == . at 2 * 
— ps 
—_ O- * ME =. 
— 2 * * - q 
FE; # FFAs ? 


. : CC. U al ITE 
£ 4 4 9 - * 
v 9 * . ; . 


we ne gs ante 70 
— z WET 3 22 


7 IT'S — 2 "WE 2 EY ek 
BY A. oa 434.65 4 I 7 o ta 


— — 
Am 
— Rom 


i - 4 : * met - 
D PEE I ye 


. 5 2 = J 4 - * 5 2 
” F7Y - * e „ 2 ret 
n <=; — GEES L == SY 7 Dae SE ID 


Ep. 


— 


IE 575 ons are 8 1 =: 2 2 
ae OS TAPE EOS on RAS HEE AF EE. ES 


: * = 

Foe re ET” 

PER ors 
RTE. 


. 25 
= FT 


N 


54.4 
Bb — 


* —I 


D 


r 


* 


138 DE VALCOURT, 


25 Full of theſe ideas, I compoſed a fic- 
tion, in which, after ſpeaking my opinions 
freely on exiſting governments, and detect- 
ing ſome of the enormities practiſed under 
the ſhew of religion, I endeavoured to pic- 
ture a more perfect ſtate ; where each indi- 
_ vidual, acting for the good of the whole, 
found his happineſs blended with that of ſo- 
_ ciety, and lofing thoſe ſelfiſh feelings, which 
fickens at another's proſperity, were bleſt i in 
2 reciprocal communication of good. 


ce Delgberd with my performance, I read 
it it exultingly to my friends ; but inſtead of 
the warm praiſes I eXp8etcu, tns Converts t2 
my ſentiments, I fancied the peruſal of my 
book would make, I received only cold com- 
ments ; my opintons were treated as viſiona- 
ry and romantic. My bookſeller refuſed to 
publiſh the work; and as it was ſoon known 
J had offered ſuch a production to the preſs, 
I was threatened by the clergy with a proſe- 


cution, and by the miniſter with impriſon- 


ment, ſhould 1 attempt again to publiſh ſuch 
| heritical 


3 "a 8 
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heritical opinions. As I had no doubt but 
they would execute their threats, and was 


unwilling to contend with a power that could 
cruſh me, I ſuppreſſed my book. But deep- 
ly impreſſed with my ſubject, I could nei- 
ther write nor think on any other. 


© Conſcious of the rectitude of my inten- 
tions, I thought my ſentiments deſerved a 


eandid examination, without endangering my 
perſonal ſafety — it was by that alone they 


could meet refutation, or confer benefit; if 


they were found, on a cloſer ann to 


de good, it was vnjvit co ic £2: lillen ta 


opinions, merely becauſe they were novel, 


and from the dread of innovation. Yet fo bi- 
goted were all thoſe with whom I converſed 


on the ſubject, to eſtabliſhed forms—ſo pre- 
judiced in favour of ancient authority, that 


they not only refuſed to liſten to my apolo- 


Sees. but 4 even _ the ſriendſhip of mange 


eo Diſguſted with this ilhberal treatment, 
r of returning to England. My pa- 


ternal 
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140 px vALCOURT. 
ternal eſtate had been hitherto unclaimed; yet 
as the baniſhed Momarch had long been re- 
ſtored, I had ſome chance of recovering my 
poſſeſſions; beſides, I expected to enjoy 
more freedom in my native land, and I be- 
gan to arrange my allgirs,. and prepare fo; 
my departure. e POL nt 5 
The narrative of De Valcourt was again 
interrupted by the arrival of Duncan, whom 
he had left in the morning to follow at his 
leiſure. Lady Mountſhannon received him 
as the faithful friend of his maſter ; while 
Matilda gazed on him with delight, as the 
preſerver of De Valcourt. | 


mn 
- 


Dinner was now brought in, when Dun- 
can was placed as a guelt at table ; where 
his heart oyerflowing with joy, would fre- 
quently break forth in praiſes of his maſter, 
though reſtrained by his repreſſive frown, and 
awed by the preſence of his noble hoſteſs. 


. 
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Fond love, the gentle yow, the gay . 
The kind deceit, the ſtill reviving fire, 
2 Perſuaſive ſpeech, and more perſuaſive ſi ghs; 
Silence that ſpoke, and eloquence of eyes. 
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As ſoon as the 188 was winden, Ns: 
Valcourt reſuming his narrative, the. party 


Were once more loſt | in ſilent attention. Wo 


Having no Antes affairs to ſctrle,” 


continued he, © my arrangements were ſoon 
made, and my little ſtock of wealth, amount- 
ing to ſomewhat more than a hundred 5 


pounds, collected; but 3 could not quit A 


city in which # had experienced ſo. many 
changes of fortune, without making one 
more effort to ſee the man to whom I owed 


ſo much. Trembling with emotion, I went 
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= ./ - Tat. DE VALCOURT. 
do the houſe of Beaumont, where I was in. 
mn formed he had ſet off ſome weeks before, on 
a tour through Holland, to viſit ſome diſtant 
branches of his family. I returned diſap. 
pointed, and was the next day ſurpriſed by a 
letter from him, wherein he expreſſed his 
ſorrow for having ſo long kept me at a diſ- 
tance. He had taken, he ſaid, my character 
from report, and deſpiſing me for my vices, 
reſolved to avoid all future connection with ;; 
me ; but having been lately undeceived by ſc 
one, who had for ſome time obſerved my ir 
conduct; he entreated my forgiveneſs in a in 
ſtile of humility which wounded my heart; in 
concluding with his earneſt wiſhes to renew ¶ be 
our correſpondence. 
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cc Acquainted now with his route, and anx- ſhi 
ious to be reſtored to the confidence of ſuch lan 
a man, I reſolved to follow him, and we im- MW gr 
 mediarely ſet out; but unfortunately miſſing de- 
him at every ſtage, I had the mortification tin. 
of hearing at Amſterdam he had returned to of 
France; and was obliged, my finances runs. I the 
1 ning 


* ' 
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ning 10% to reſt ſatisfied with writing; a veſ- 
ſel from that port, bound for Scotland, being 
ready to fail with the firſt fair wind. 


% The weather was favourable, a gentle 
breeze wafting us ſwiftly along, we were ſoon 


within ſight of land. My heart bounded at 
the thought of once more beholding the 
ſcene of my infant years; and I already an- 


ticipated the dear delight of viſiting a place 
ſo ſtrongly imprinted, on my memory, which 


imagination had often fondly traced while 


immured within the walls of a priſon, where 
in fancy, I had climbed the craggy ſteep and 
nee bleak and barren cliff. 


0 


Toward evening we approached the 


more, when a ſharp breeze blowing from the 
land, prevented our gaining the port, and 


drove us back to the ocean. I ſtood on the 
deck, watching the objects I could indiſ- 
tinctly diſcern on the ſhore, till the ſhades 


of evening veiled them from my view ; but 


the moon {till e a yellow light on the 
| diſtant 
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144 DE VALCOURT. | 
diſtant cliffs, which ſoftened the ſcene; I re. 
mained loſt in enthuſiaſtic rapture, while a tear 
of pleaſing melancholy ſtole down my cheek, 
Wholly abſorbed in my own feelings, I be. 
came inſenſible to all around me, till the 
loud thunder, * over my hand; oke 


my reverie. 


The lightning darting acroſs. the dark- 


ened atmoſphere—the boiſterous noiſe of 


the failors, as they obſerved the increaſing 
ſtorm—the daſhing of the waves on the 


ſhore— the roaring of the wind and the ſtil 


more awful ſounds, which ſeemed to ſhake 


the canopy of heaven, conſpiring to fill my 


mind, already raiſed almoſt above mortality, 


with images ſo wildly great—ſo majeſtically 
grand, I could not quit the ſpot ; it would 
have broken my preſent chain of thought, 


and have diffolved in a moment, paſt the 
power of recalling, feelings: ſo * to 
my heart. mY as 


0 Though warned of my danger, I for 
. time kept my ſtand ; z. till tired by their 
: * repeated 


for 
cif 
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repeated alarms, 4 was preparing to go to 
the cabin, when, by a ſudden motion of the 
veſſel, I was precipitated into the ſea. In 
vain I endeavoured to regain the ſhip—in 
yain I called for aſſiſtance — fully employed 


in providing for the general ſafety, I was 


wholly ed, N unheard. E 


171 endeavoured now, as well as I was 
able, to ſwim towards the ſhore; but, 
borne by the fury of the waves, I had no 
power to direct my courſe, The dread 
of periſhing operating on my mind, gave 
vigour to my efforts, and I law myſelf ap- 
proaching the land; but my ſtrength be- 
ginning to fail, I had given myfelf up for” 
loft, when I was ſuddenly c:rried away by 
the waves, and daſhed againſt a rock with 
ſuch violence, I remained for ſome time in- 
ſenſible. On recovering my reaſon, I found 
the blood ſtreaming from my forehead, and 
my limbs ſo bruiſed I could ſcarce ſtand ; but. 
tne place where I then was being dangerous, fy 


walked on, till, finding a cavity, I crept 


- 


VOL. I, | 1 — within 


146 DoE VALCOURT. | 


within its. ſhelter, and reſting on the earth, 


endeavoured, in vain, to ſtop the bleeding 
of my wounds, which was become ex- 
tremely painful: My limbs, too, grew tiff, 
I was faint with fatigue, and my ſenſes ſoon 
became diſordered with the anguiſh I ſuf- 
fered, when I fancied I heard a human 
voice, and could diſtinguiſh the accents of 


pity. is 0 by 


« I raiſed my head from the earth, but 


my ſtrength was exhauſted, and my effort 


ſunk into a feeble groan. Rejecting what! 
thought a phantom created by my diſturbed 
imagination, and falling on the ground, 1 
was again loſt to all ſenſe of my miſery, 
Thus did I wear out the tedious night, re- 
vivi g, at one moment, to a faint recollec- 
tion of my ſituation, and the next wholly 
inſenſible. In this ſtate Matilda found me; 
ſhe appeared to my bewildered. faculties a 
; {Eli ſpirit ; her form, her figure, ſcem- 
ed ſomething more than mortal. A faint, 


idea! is ſtill impreſſed on my mind of that 
ſcene, 
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ſcene, which to you is well known. Tou 
muſt remember, too, the repeated en- 
quiries I made after the ſhip, till J heard it 
was ſafe in port; but even then, having no 
intelligence of my friend Duncan, I had 
reaſon to fear we were ſeparated for ever; 
and moſt ſincerely did I mourn his loſs : He 
has, however, carefully preſerved my pro- 
perty, and we are once more united,” 


De Valcourt was now ſilent ; and, unable * 
to meet the eye of Matilda, he walked 
haftily to the window. Lady Mountſhannon 
thanked him for the candour with which he 
had recited his hiſtory ; aſſured him it had 
encreaſed her eſteem, and had drawn the 
- {Wcords of friendſhip that before united them, 
- {Wil cloſer. Matilda looked her feelings 
ly Wie found language inadequate to expreſs. 
- 3 {WMountford took his hand, and, with plea- 
ire beaming on his face, entreated him to 
n- be the guide of his future life, pointing out 
int ic road to virtue, and inſtructing r by 
nat s i e to ſhun the paths of vice. 
no 09S.  -m 2 1 


2 
. 
93 
* 
* 
3 
— 
5 
4 
we! 
7 
Cl 
* 
12 
11 
j 
1. 
1 
. * 
0 
1 
1 

20 
Yo; 

4 
a) 
N 4. 

5 < 
A 
#8 
* 
* 

** 

* 

: 1 

* 

* 3 
N 
1 
. 1 

7 1 

* 
* „ 
* 

WEL” 

* 
3. 

4 
$3 
9 * 
9 4 

2 
7 ; a * 

1 

** 

1 

* 

wn; 

LAN 

P: 

: 

W 

FH 

£5 

bw 

2 

4 

gf 4 
2 

** 

! 

| 

4 


f 
* 
, 
3 
73 
i 
16. 
8 
"MY 
. 
al | 
ve 
5 
4 * 
UN 
7 
* 
. 
4 
i * 
4304 
4 
+. 
FH 
#T n 
5 
* 
1 
oy 
* 
* 
1 
: 
2 
4 
, 


SES * 3 gr 

* . es 
3 A Yi LAS : 7 
© $29} 48 Sie on he Ee 


# _ 


148 . = VALCOURT, 


Lady Mountſhannon declined; for | the 
preſent, giving the advice he deſired re- 
ſpeRting his future conduct, ſaying, ſhe 


could not yet conſent to part with fo amiable. 


a friend: They then diſcourſed of indif. 


ferent ſubjects, till their ſpirits became 


4 


* « 
; — , ; 


N 


compoſed, and they retired more. pleaſed 
than ever with each other s ſociety; their 
hearts firmly united i in the bonds of friend. 
ſhip and congeniality. 225 


Several . now paſſed at the caſt]: 
without any material occurrence: Lady 
Mountſhannon wondered ſhe had not heard 


either of her lord or the threatened ſteward, | 


but unwilling to anticipate evil, ſhe ftrove 
to baniſh the ſubject from her mind. De 
Valcourt, Who ſhared her confidence, wa 
ſoon acquainted with every incident of her 
life, which ſerved to increaſe his reſpet 
and admiration, But he ſoon becam: 
gloomy and thoughtful ; a fixed melanchoh 
hung over his mind, and he ſeemed Jabour- 
ing to effect ſome A Painfol to his 
R ſecling 


8 


felings:). A ſum of money | had been left at 
the caſtle for his uſe by an unknown hand; 


3 


change With anxious concern. 
His narrative had made a deep impreſſion 


with jealouſy as often as imagination pre- 


paſion that was not foſtered by eſteem. 


to virtue, the manly dignity of his mind 
firm. adherence to principle — his ardor in 


13 feelings 
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but this circumſtance was not likely to de- 
preſs his ſpirits, and Matilda obſerved the 


on her mind, and her boſom was agitated 


ſented the faſcinating Signora ; ; though de- 
teſting her unfeeling ingratitude—her cold 
inconfcancy—and mercenary deſertion of 
De Valcourt; yet there were moments when | 
ſhe envied her power over his heart; but 
theſe feelings were tranſient 5 Matilda would 
have been humbled by the idea of raifing a 
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Of his vices ſhe could not think without 
horror ; it pained her to join his name to 
any thing diſnonourable: But, on his return 


the noble independence of his ſpirit—his | 


the purſuit of moral excellence—the warm 
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150 DE'VALCOURF. 
feelings of his heart—the benevolence of 
his temper—the delicate tenderneſs of his 
attentions—his quick ſenſibility ſo conge- 
nial to her own feelings, ſhe delighted to 
dwell. His deſolate ſituation and pecuniary 
embarraſſments would ſometimes occur to 
her mind, but of them ſhe thought only 
with pleaſure. In a few years ſhe ſhould 
poſſeſs her large property, independent of 
her father's controul, and then what delight 
| ſhould ſhe feel in relieving him from every 
difficulty ; wealth had no charms to her for 
the purpoſes of parade or oſtentation; but to 
communicate happineſs, to place merit in 


its proper ſtation, how truly deſirable The 


heart of De Valcourt, ſhe often feared, was 
inſenſible to the ſtrong affection that per- 
vaded her ſoul; he would frequently abſent 
himſelf from the caſtle whole days together, 
without any one knowing where he went, 
and when preſent, he avoided her with 
ſtudious care: Yet, ſhould he be incapable 
of affection for her—ſhould he even be de- 


voted to another, that was, in Matilda's 
mind, 


DE VALCOURT. oi 


mind, no bar te his ſharing her fortune, 


which, if it could nat procure him happi- 


neſs, would become uſeleſs to her. 


Impreſſed with the idea that De Valcourt 
would never be intereſted for her, ſhe en- 
deavoured to form plans for his future com- 
fort, independently of every ſelfiſn feeling, 
though ſhe loved him with the moſt ardent 


paſſion, though his image filled her waking 


thoughts, and diſturbed, with viſionary de- 


lights, her ſleeping. hours; yet, it ſeemed to 


her pure mind the love of virtue and wiſ- 
dom perſonified, and ſhe fondly fancied, 


while he was happy ſhe could not be wretch-, 


ed; that ſhe could even yield him to ano- 


ther to increaſe his felicity, contenting her- 
ſelf with the contemplation of his Virtues, | 


ſo dear to her heart. But unequal to the 


taſk, her ſpirits ſunk — her health declined 

—ſhe - ſhunned even the ſociety of her 5 
mother, and her only conſolation was to 425 
weep in ſome retired ſpot, the ſorrows of 
her heart. Yet, hope would often flatter 
ily WM & i with, 
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152 - DE VALCOURT. 
with, and reaſon itſelf confirm, the pleaſing 
thought, that De Valcourt's boſom owned 
congenial feelings, and his heart beat with 
paſſion even more ardent than her own, 
when ſhe obſerved the fond, attentive gaze of 
mute admiration, with which his eye ſome- 
times fixed on her face—the pleaſure that 
animated his features when ſhe approached 
E the deep ſigh that would invohimntarily 
| burſt from his heart as he fat muſing by her 
ſide, with all the nameleſs attentions of an 
impaſſioned heart, ſhrinking from obſerva- 
tion, that are too minute, too delicate to 


attract vulgar notice, yet too expreſſive, too 


tender to eſcape the eye of love. 


Matilda would frequently walk over the 
ſtupendous hills which ſpread weſtward 
trom the caſtle, where, attracted by the 
wild and varied beauty of the ſcenery, ſhe 
knew De Valcourt delighted to meditate ; 
here her eye conſtantly wandered to meet 
him, but in vain ; he either ſhunned thoſe 
favourite haunts, or if by chance they met, 

he 


DBWVALCOURT,” . 53 


he inhibi by, as if fearful to truſt himſelf; in 
her preſence, till wearied with expectation, 


her heart ſickened at the inceſſant diſappoint- g 


ment. Sometimes ſhe thought his conduct 


the reſult of delicacy, and it increaſed her 


affection; at others, ſhe would blame the 


faſtidious pride which, to gratify a haughty 


prejudice, could deprive himſelf and her of 
the ine ffable delights that ſpring from the 
interchange of virtuous affection. Ah! 
thought ſhe, where hearts are united, how 
mean appears the wealth of worlds, the 
pomp of princes! De Valcourt cannot love 
me, or he would not ſhrink from the fancied 
ſuperiority conferred 115 the n, 
= of fortune. | Th 


Mis 2 chin gloomy 1deas, did ſhe 


chill every riſing hope, and repreſs the 
growing faculties of her mind; her ſtudies 
were neglected ſhe had loſt that confidence 
in her own powers, which once gave energy 
to her exertions: Her mind, occupied with 
its s painful feelings, could no longer' be at- 
* tracted 
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tracted by external objects; in vain did ſne 


diſplace book aſter book from the ſhelves 
of the library; they could not, for one mo- 


ment, chaſe away the deep ſenſe of mon 
ons filled her boſom. {SIE 


Amongſt the 1800 which in wtier an 


to find -amuſement, ſhe had opened, Was 4 


{ſmall volume in French, containing the 
loves of Abelard and Eloiſa ; a book that 
had been hitherto unregarded, and which 
Lady Mountſhannon knew not her library 
contained. The glowing language of the 
letters attracted her attention; the impaſ- 


ſioned fervour of Eloiſa—the heroic ardor 
of her mind the misfortunes which blaſted 
her early hopes, and condemned her in tlie 
bloom of youth to the gloom of a convent, 
were ſubjects too congenial to the preſent 


5g 


feelings of Matilda not to intereſt her, and 
the book ſoon became the companion of her 
n rambles. | | 


LI Impreſſed 
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Impreſſed with ideas of monaſtic gloom, 


ed, and in her viſions, ſhe fancied herſelf 
ſhut within one of thoſe ſilent dwellings, 


where her father, holding over her head his 


ſword, and threatening immediate deſtrue- 


tion, compelled her to pronounce the ſolemn 
vow which ſhut her for ever from the con- 


verſe of mankind; and then, by one of 


thoſe quick tranſitions which mark theſe 
illuſions of fancy, ſhe heard De Valcourt 
lament her fate, and faw his ſhadow flit 
before her ſight, as ſhe penſively paced the 
ſilent, ſolitary ailes; when, eager to follow 
the well known form, ſhe ruſhed forward, 
but juſt as ſhe reached him, and ſtretched 
forth her hand to graſp his flowing garment, 
the ground opened, W he ſunk into the 
abyſs beneath, from whence ſtreams. of 


living flame ſeemed to iuue, which rolling 
along the pavement, ſhe was ſoon invelloped 


in the general conflagration : Her efforts to 


„ _ eſcape, 


2erulal - of - Eloiſa's deſcriptions | 
had faſtened on her mind, ſhe one night re- 
tired to reit,, but her ſlumbers were ditturb- 
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eſcape, rouſing her from this feveriſh Nleep, 
ſhe aroſe; and willing to-ſhake/off the im- 
preſſions of terror which ſtill hung on her 
ſpirits, ſtrolled ſlowly round the caſtle to 
inhale the exhilerating breezes from the 
ſea, 


Though it was now near the middle of 
November, the morning was fine; the ſun- 
had riſen and ſpangled with its beams the 
- dew-topt ivy that hung round the walls of 
the caſtle, and was fantaſtically interwoven 
amidſt the ſnattered turrets; the birds, too, 
were carolling to the early day in ſounds of 
varied harmony. Pleaſed with the ſcene, 
which ſoothed, while it awakened ſenſibility, 
Matilda ſeated herfelf in a rude alcove, 
which, commanding an extenſive view of 
the ocean, ſhe had once delighted to deck 
with ſhells from the beach, and round which 
ſome evergreens, of her own planting, luxu- 
riantly hung; when, taking the book from 
her pocket, ſhe turned to ſome paſſages 
where Eloiſa asd her woes with the ſoul- 


RTE harrowing 


carroinſeiligy ok bett r, Mot Bere wed 
affected, and her own ſorrows mingling F 


thoſe well drawn images of deſpair; me 
| ſhut the page, and melting into tears, Save 5 


audible vent to her n 


« « Hippy Eloifa,” faid ſhe, © thou waſt 
beloved! and the conſciouſneſs of that could 
ſooth thee through a long life of monaſtic 
ſecluſion; ſweeten every ſacrifice, and cheer 
thy lonely hours; but hapleſs. Matilda, 
avoided by the man ſhe loves, doomed, per- | 
haps, ere many weeks are paſt, to loſe for 
ever his ſociety, to yield him to ſome more 
favoured rival, has no folace. Yet,” cried 
ſhe, with a ſigh, © may my De Valcourt be 


happy, and never know the ſorrows he has 
inflicted!” when, raiſing ; her eyes, the be- 
held him at ber feet: ö N 


—— % 
2 1 v 4 of Ot 5 


He 1 liſtened wits atontihinient to her 
lat words, and unable longer to ſuppreſs his 
ſtelings, obey the dictates of prudence, or 
ou to wo) voice' of - te which had fo. 

ong 
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long compelled him to painful ſilence, he 
attempted to expreſs his feelings, while he 
gazed on her face with rapturous delight; 
but a crowd of tumultuous ſenſations imme. 
diately ruſhing to his heart, and ſhivering 
through his frame, he remained more elo. Ml 
_ quently mute. To be loved by Matilda, 
poor, friendleſs, and deſerted as he was, il 
- was: pleaſure too great for utterance. He 
ſeized her paſſive, trembling hand, and 
| preſſing it to his lips, while the energies of 
his foul. beamed on his gounssnance, and 
animated his features, | 


| ” „Ah! | a hour, and happy day;” 
cried he, *I had marked it as one to be re- 
membered. for life, ere I knew the bleſſings 
it would beſtow!” A faint ſickneſs nov 
ſeized Matilda, while pale and diſordered, 
| ſhe fat almoſt overpowered with the mixed 
ſenſations of pleaſure, ſurpriſe, fear, and 
know that De Valcourt loved, was indeed fl r: 
3 but then, her. ſecret had beer 


diſcovered, 


0 é 


ö nne 
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diſcovered, and his preſent conduct might 
be the reſult of compaſſion: She ſhrunk 


from the thought - her ſenſes were confuſed 
—ſhe hid her face from his ardent gaze, and 
would have withdrawn the hand he ſtill 
held: But De Valcourt alarmed, preſſed 
it cloſer to his boſom, while he cried, 
« Deareſt Matilda, forgive my. intruſion, 


and do not, ah! do not ſo ſoon repent the 
happineſs you have conferred. Did you but 
know the pain it has coſt me to reſtrain the 
ardor of my paſſion—the anguiſh I have 
ſuffered, while I condemned myſelf to eter- 
nal ſeparation, you would pity me, and no 


longer torture the man who loves you, be- 
yond what he has power to expreſs; with this 


- cruel ſuſpenſe. Matilda, deareſt Matilda, 


turn on me, once more a look: of tender 


oe 


The Ane with which he uttered 


theſe words ſoothed her wounded pride; ſhe 


raiſed her head, and beholding, in his ex- 


preſſiye face, all the emotions that agitated 
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his heart, could no longer doubt his love, 
or conceal her own feelings; but, ſinking 
in his arms, and hiding her bluſhes in his 
boſom, he preffed her to his heart, fondly 
gazing on the form he ſupported. At 
length recovering ſome degree of compo- 


ſure, ſhe leaned on his arm, and as they 


ſlowly proceeded towards the caftle, De 
Valcourt ſaid, „Matilda, J have loved you 
almoſt from the firſt moment we met, with 
a paſſion the moſt ardent; my affection, 
founded on eſteem, has taken deep root in 
my mind, and was, I have long felt, un- 


conquerable. Yet, poor and deſtitute as 1 


was, how could I addrefs you, knowing, as 

I did, the wealth to which you were heireſs. 
It ſeemed hardly probable but that even you, 
generous as you are, would attribute my 


affection, at leaſt to a mixture of conveni- 


ence ; and ſo pure, ſo far from every ſelfiſh 
feeling; much leſs the mean conſideration of 
pecuniary circumſtances was my love, thar I 
could” not endure that my conduct ſhould 
give riſe to fuch a ſuſpicion. The thought 
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vat too oppreſſive 14 reſolved. to ſubdue 


a #- | 1 


for ever ; 1 . it ere 1 had ide the laws 


of hoſpitality ere I had practiſed on the 
confidence of your noble mother ere my 


tongue had dared to utter that I loved ere 
had made an effort to impoſe a beggar on 
your affections. Though the thought of fepa- 
ration filled me with deſpair, yet my reſo- 
lution was fed; and I determined to obe y 


the laws of honour. Impreſſed with this 


ſentiment, and fearful leſt in an unguarded 
moment my heart might be tempted to 
betray its burſting feelings, I ſhunned your 


dangerous ſociety, and waited only the com- 
pletion of a ſcheme with which I have 


' pleaſed my fond imagination, to bid you an 
eternal farewell. This day my work is 
finiſhed, and I meant to dedicate. the idol of 


my fancy to you; to devote the day to hap- 
pineſs, and to-morrow ſteal filently from the 
caſtle, as. I wanted courage to ſay adieu! 


Fol that I was, to fuppoſe I could revel in 
gh in. the WORE! of ſecing. you no 


more { 
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162 DE VALCOURT.. 
more: No, when the hour came, my heart 
ſunk from the trial; I have paſſed a fleep- 


leſs night, and would have ' protracted the 


day that I might yet have ſome excuſe for 
remaining here, though but to look on you, 
to hear ſometimes the muſic of your voice; 
and this day, ſo long thought of by me 
with pleaſure, roſe with uncommon gloom, 
I watched the riſing ſun, as it ſeemed to 
gladden every heart but mine; I looked 
earneſtly on the. vale below ; on the long 
winding walks where I had fo often liſtened 
to you. Ah! thought I, how deeply will 
every veſtige of this ſpot be imprinted on 
my mind! here will my enamoured heart 
dwell, though I drag this body far, far 


hence. At that moment I ſaw you croſs 


the lawn, when, unable longer to ſupport 
the feelings that oppreſſed me, ſurely, I 
cried, the ſtern principles of honour are 
now fulfilled ; the demands of juſtice an- 
ſwered; - to-morrow. I ſhall tear myſelf from 
all my heart holds dear; from every hope 
of karthly happineſs! What then ſhall for- 
9 e 5 bid 
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it: fi i Kod his rapture WAS not without alloy; 


DE VALCOURT, Ws: 2 
bid my following Matilda? ſoothing my ſor- 
rows, for the laſt time, with her conver- 
ſation, that I may remember to alleviate 
my miſery in baniſhment, with the charms of 
this laſt interview?” #1. 


They had by this time reached the hall; 
the family were not yet aſſembled, ' and 
Matilda quitting De Valcourt, hurried to 
her chamber, and by tears relieved her 
heart: Her ſenſations were thoſe of delight; 
all her hopes, her wiſhes, were now accom- 
pliſned; yet, her mind was oppreſſed with. 
ſadneſs, ſhe knew not why; and -her joy 
ſeemed nearly allied to ſorrow, Her feel-. - 
ings became at length more calm, and ſhe. 
deſcended, w ith tolerable compoſure, to the 
breakfaſt- parlour; But De Valcourt was leſs 
ſucceſsful in compoſing the agitation of his 
mind—tumultuous delight pervaded his 
ſenſes, and trembled through every nerve 
he found exceſs. of joy more uncontroul- 
able than even the deſpair that had preceded 


he 
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he had deviated: from his own 5 of ; pro- 
priety—had fallen into the very error he 
wiſhed to avoid, and had taken fuch pains 
to ſhun.” How could he now appear before 


Lady Mountſhannon how ſupport her un- 


altered friendſhip, or maintain his character 
for candour and ſincerity, were thoughts that 


obtruded to repreſs his rapture. 


© Yet,” cried he, recurring again to the 


bright fide of the picture, what mighty 


evil have I done in faintly uttering the feel · 


ings of my heart, in telling Matilda that I 


love; it is not her wealth for which J ſigh; 
no, that may be independently her own; I 


would not owe my ſupport to her fortune, 
What are titles - what are riches? my heart 


is devoted to her; it will be the ſtudy of 
my life to render her happy. q Lady Mount- 


| ſhannon is above the narrow maxims of the 


world; ſhe dares boldly differ from its rules, 
and will not ſet a higher value on wealth 
ckan it merits. I will acquaint her with my 
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conduct; I will have no concealment ; the 
vill, ſhe muſt e w_ love. · > ber on 


| Pleaſed pr arguments ſo „erben lin to 
his wiſhes, and animated by hope, his ſpirits 
were ungovernable ; he played a thouſand 
antic tricks during breakfaſt ; puſhed the 
food from his lips with diſdain ; and, in 
ſhort, appeared almoſt frantic with delight. 
Joy is quickly communicated ; the ſudden 
change in De Valcourt the happineſs he 
ſeemed to enjoy, animated the whole party. 
Matilda, though at firſt embarraſſed, ſoon 
parteok of the general cheerfulneſs. 


„ We wil . this day to pleaſure,” 
ſaid De Valcourt, preſſing the hands of 
Lady Mountſhannon, as ſhe roſe from the 
breakfaſt- table, © it is dedicated to Matilda; 
an offering of gratitude 'waits her approval; 

come, n to follow me.“ N 


iT yin? ſoon an its; Sa lightly 
bounded l "Bois 3 with eager expect - 
| ation ; 45 


* 
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With Matilda s arm. faſt folic within 
his, De Valcourt approached Lady Mount- 
fhannon, when, taking her hand, and *oin- 
ing it with Matilda's, Happy mother, and 


ſtill more happy daughter, how worthy of 


each other !”” cried he, as he led them to a 
ſequeſtered ſpot, ſhaded from - obſervation 
by trees, and ſheltered from the near ap- 
proach of the unfeeling traveller, by ſome 
neat railing newly placed round it. They 


entered, and beheld a ſmall monument, on 


the top of which was engraved theſe words, 
« Sacred to the guardian ſpirit of this 
rock, to gratitude, and Matilda: At the 
bottom the ſculptor's art had been employed 
to form a rocky cavern, in which was a 
female figure, bending, with fixed atten- 


tion, « over the form of a man apparently ; 


ation; the air was ſtin; che ſun ſhone 
on the undulating waves of the ocean. 
They aſcended the high cliff that overhung 
the beach, and, pleaſed with the e ae 
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lifeleſs, The touches of the artiſt were ex- 


quiſite; the figures, though ſmall, were ani- 


mated, and you might fancy you could ” 
trace the feelings of that moment in the 
lifeleſs ſtone. Their high wrought ſenſa- 


tions of Joy were quickly changed to a 
melancholy ftill more enchanting; their 


hearts beat with ſoft emotion; it was 4 mo- 
ment of delight ſo great, ſo far beyond 


expreſſion, that even memory failed to give 
a full ſenſe of the fleeting bliſs. 


De Valcourt bent his knee to the ground; 


when, ardently preſſing Matilda's hand, 
« Great God, he cried, in this ſolemn 
moment, when my ſoul ſoars with more than 


mortal energy to Thee, deign to liſten to 
ny ſupplication : Pour down on her head 


ine choiceſt of thy gifts; guard her from 


the paths of error ſnield her from danger; 


and oh! if miſery muſt be the lot of either, 
let it fall on me alone; make her but happy, 


and I will TPO: thy men 
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468 . DE VALCOURT: 
„ Bleſs you, my c 8 cried. Lady 
- Monarſhannos emphatically, as the raiſed a 
hand of each to her lips, while a ſong: of 
Pleaſure ſtarted to her eye. 

e We need refreſhment,” ſaid De Val. 


A 


$642 ay riſing, 5 and. will leave this, ſacred 
ſport to partake a ruſtic repaſt I have already 
Er Depede. But 18h does my Matilda . 


w 1 1414 


"ds 2 Will the 1 viſit it to 


— 


meditate on him?“ e 11 
« Ah! do not 5 me to tell you” re- 


turned ſhe, © what I feel! my heart is full, 
and expreſſion comes ſo 27 hort of, what I 


would W 5 e „ a, "Sy +> ia: 


543 
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He then led ins tor a py "i on 
the fide of the cliff, to the cavern where he 
had once been in danger of periſhing, but 

where, ;he,had now fpread,, on a. large ſtone, 
in ruſtic, order, ai variety of cakes, cream, I « 
fruit, Jellies, and wines: of various ſorts; 4 
while, in a diſtant opening, Was placed a it 


Band. of. muſic, wh, echoing ,Alang the a 
1 vaulted | 


5 
> 
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vaulted roof, mellowed by diſtance, reached 


the e and ſeemed the effect of enchant- 


ment. To heighten the ſcene, eight of the 
village girls, dreſſed in white, attended 
round the board: The cavern had been 
warmed by a large wood fire, which, after 
burning ſome hours, had been extinguiſhed 
| before the gueſts arrived. Mary and her 
children were there to receive them, and the 


ſurgeon, with whom De Valcourt had formed 
a growing friendſhip, acted as maſter of the 


Delighted with this fairy ſcene, it was 
late in the day before they thought of re- 


turning, nor would they then have been 
willing to quit the ſpot, had not the riſe of 


waters warned e to be . 


De vid longed ſor i opportunity to 
communicate to Lady. Mountſhannon the 


adventure of the morning, to eaſe his mind 


from the weight of concealment under which 


it t now laboured. Matilda, too, wiſhed her 
' mather- 


vor. 1. 8 I 
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mother to be acquainted with al her feel- 
ings—with her every action, but wanted | 
courage to begin the ſubject, though ſhe 


hated "ſecrecy, and felt uneaſy while con- 


ſcious of having a thought concealed from 


ſo d a friend. 


Rag home, De Valcourt ſaid, © After 


I had received the money ſo ſtrangely conyey- : 
ed to me, which I hardly yet felt at liberty 
to uſe, as I was one day walking on the cliff, 


meditating on my eſcape, and recalling to 


memory the awful moment, the thought 
ſtruck me that 1 would with it conſecrate | 
ſome ſpot to gratitude, and perpetuate the 


event, Full of this idea, 1 arranged my 


plan, ſent for an artiſt from London, and 
4+ reſolving to ſurpriſe you, concealed my de- 

ſign. In my folitary rambles I ſuperintended 1 
my work, while our good friend the ſurgeon 5 
lent me his aſſiſtance. This romantic em- 
ployment ſoothed my mind, and ſupported 
my ſpirits under the froggle 1 felt . 4 
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rates of honour, and quit for ever all I wt. 
dear. Often did I think, with delight, that 
you, Matilda, that you, madam, would 
viſit the ſpot, and talk of De Valcourt, 
when kingdoms, perhaps, would divide us, 
But my virtuous reſolutions are fled ; I have 


tranſgreſſed the bounds. 1 preſcribed myſelf, 


and muſt rely on your mercy,” bowing to 
Lady Mountſhannon. | * Virtuous, did 75 
call my reſolutions; no, ſurely they deſerre 
not that name they were raiſed by mes: 5. 
[ worſhipped an idol of my own creating 

and ſhould, perhaps, have ſacrificed at its 


ſurine all | my _—_— felicity.” 1 5 5 1 


Surpriſed 'by this. converſatt jon, Lay 
Mountſhannon gave De Valcourt an early 
opportunity of entering on the ſubject ; z it 


vas her firſt wiſh to ſee Matilda united to a 


man of worth and talents. Convinced by 
experience, of the miſery of a cold, lifeleſs | 


union ; 3 and, above every pecuniary. confide- 15 


ration, ſhe had ſeen, ' with pleaſure, her. 
goving paſſion for De Valcourt ; but con- 
x43 ſcious 


A 


172 DE VALCOURT, 
ſcious that man, from the free habits i in 
which he indulged, was prone to change, 
and by yielding to every -guſt of paſſion, 
rendered capricious, ſne hoped to have been 
more fully ſatisfied of the ſtability of De 
Valcourt's affection, before Matilda Wag 
made acquainted with his feelings, knowing 
the extreme ſenſibility of her heart, and 
dreading the effects of early diſappointment, 
She heard, therefore, with ſome regret, that 
| reciprocal explanations had paſſed. between 
_ them; but it was now too late to recede, 
and ſhe Ty told De Valcourt her ſenti- 


ments. [ AIRY fang 200% 
c Relieve nd aid An 0 © "ly is not 
5 an individual of whom I think ſo highly 2 
A yet, ſuch is the nature of man, | 
now it is not always in the power even of 
genius and virtue like Matilda's, to fix his 
_ roving heart. You will, therefore, do well 
to leave us for ſome time, and try the effec 
of abſence on your heart; that ſhould you 


find, in the metropeny of England, a woma 
; Mole 


DE VALCOURT,. - a. 
more ſvited to your taſte, or feel in yourſelf 
a diſinclination when ſurrounded with more 
poliſhed ſociety for the ſimple. fondneſs of 
my child, you may boldly avow it before 
the indiſſoluble union is ſealed, and fave 
yourſelf and her from future wretchedneſs: 
For though the ſtruggle to baniſh you from 
her mind will, for a time, chill her expand- 


ing faculties, and cloud her youth. with ſor- 
row, yet it will be more ſupportable than a 


life of perpetual warfare, and her peace may 


again be reſtored, Beſides,” added the, «1 
would have you: 'try. every method conſiſtent 


with your principles, to regain poſſeſſion of 


your eſtate, and have your title acknow- 


ledged; not to gratify any wiſh of mine, 


5 for 1 eonſider titles as Sewgayys, that ſtrike | 
the multitude with wonder, but are uſeleſs 
to the poſſeſſor; tis only to obyiate any ob- 
jection Lord Mountſhannon may make to 
his daughter's marriage with you, who will 
* re nn or at leaſt retard our 
N en 8113 ot 
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. Half angered by her ſuſpicions, De Vat. 
. court gave a reluctant conſent, though he 
would not allow the neceſſity; of proving his 
affection by abſence. | © It; Was no com- 
mon paſſion,” he ſaid, © but founded on 
eſteem, and a thorough Engage ref the 
75 nen of their minds; yet he pro- 
feſſed his wiſh to gain for himſelf ſome 
. honourable eſtabliſhment ;. and, much as he 
D LR to cringe at court, and ſue for his 


ights; much as he had reaſon to dread the 


N mend of law, yet, ſo great was the 
prize in view, that he could ſubmit to the 


: drudgexies of the one, or the anxieties of 
| the other, to obtain it, and had no objection 


5 to viſit London, but the primary motive 
ö which induced her e to wiſh i it. = 


8 125 We. "wall not alk of that any mere, 
pen, returned. the, c nor would 1 adviſe 
you to apply to the law for redreſs. Sir 
Charles Ormond will preſent you to the 
King. make your ſtory known; if he puts 


vou in poſſeſſion, 0 of Four rights it it is well; 
e 


4 
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if not, Matilda's fortune is more than ſuf- 
- ficient for! private life, and, if know your 
heart, it will not coft you a figh. to e up 
the Long of wealth.” areas 100 | 


. 
4 3 


Madita“ Who, Bom the moment De Val- 
court obtained a knowledge of her ſenti⸗ 
ments, had dreaded the ſerutinizing eve of 
her mother, and for the firſt time ih "her 
life, felt oppreſſed in her preſence, "as 
greatly agitated, when Lady M ountſhannon 
calling her into her dreſſing room, began to 
" diſcourſe with more than uſual ſolemnity in 
her manner. She did not at firſt mention 
De Valcourt; 5 yet, Matilda trembled—a 
eximſon bluſh overſſ ſpread her face at every 
ſentence which bore any alluſion to him. 
After converſing ſome time, when her mo- 
ther f a the emotions of her mind began to. 
(blade, the led immediteely to to the ſubject. 


| Matilda was s Wothed by the n 
of her motlier; ſhe ſunk 'on her boſom, | 
| while : a grateful tear dropped on the hand 

L 4 5 the 
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ne held in her's; ; but ſhe liſtened with 
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painful attention to the poſſibility of Pe 
Valcourt's inconſtancy: Judging from her 


own feelings, ſhe could not credit the idea; 


yet ſne knew the opinions of her mother 
were formed from deep reflection, and long 
experience, and had ever found her's the 
voice of truth; and, alas! ſhould her fears 


now be prophetic, how wretched muſt ſhe 


de! yet, to repreſs the feelings that now 


warmed her heart was hardly poſſible ; be- 
fides, it would be parting with a real good, 
only to avoid a dreaded evil. Lady Mount- 


ſhannon left her at liberty to act far herſelf; 
contented with warning her of danger, 
ſhe ſubmitted the reſt to her own judg- 
ment; and Matilda reſolved, while ſhe 
cheriſhed a paſſion which gave new vigour 
to her life, that had rolled on unheeded 
before, ſhe would endeavour to acquire a 
conſtancy of mind that might enable her 
to ſupport every ill, even the loſs of De 


Valcourt” 8 3 with firmneſs. 
W rec 
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Having now no, reaſon to avoid each other, 0 
De Valcourt, and, Matilda, hailed the, morn- 
ing breeze together; together climbed the 
mountain's fide, and beheld the rude ap- 
proach of winter, in fields devoid of ver- 
dure, and trees diſrobed of their foliage. | 
But their hearts, formed for the love of 
nature, could look with equal delight. on its. 
productions, when with loud and boiſterous 
roar; the north wind ſhook the foreſt oak 
: daſhed the high and foaming. waves on the 
ſhore, or, with piercing froſt, ſpread. death 
ang. dęſolation oyer the vegetable world 
as When the ſun of ſpring, reanimating crea- 
tion, clothed it in brighteſt green, and 
rouſed to harmony and love the animal 
world, a8 when the gentle breeze of ſummer 
| ſcarce. ruſtled through the trees, or yellow 
eren n ſmiling e through the 
ln vl W Y 
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Thus loſt in the ſoft: ebene of 1 
their. days paſſed ſweetly; but awake only 
to feeling, to the delights of paſſion, they 
FE paſſed | 
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_ Keene where his eye had ſo lately marked 


17 Dr vk cob Rr. 


- paſſed unmarked by improvement, undiſ- 


tingviſned by benevolenee; wholly” occu- 


pied with each other, the pains and __ 
* mankind were equally On * 


Lady Mountſhannon obſerved _ with 
regret, ſinking into indolent delight; and 


again urging De Valcourt to be gone, he ſet 


out to viſit the ſcenes of his infant years, 
previous to his departure for London. 
Mountford, who was allowed to accompany 
him, and who had never yet been beyond 
the paternal roof, rejoiced in this opportu- 
nity of ſeeing the romantic country of Scot- 
land, through which they muſt 8 to the 
* | 

When De ene 3 * tho: caſtle 
Matilda, ſilent and fad, paced his loved 
walks ranged his apartments took up his 
favourite authors read the paſſages: he had 
ſo oſten recited with ſuch feeling pathos, or 
ed on feng ach che 
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68 VALCOURT. 
12 ferting fun, and heheld. i its earlieſt 
s, While ſhe recalled. to her fond imagine+ 


tion py. words, his looks, and imprinted 
more deeply on her heart, his ſentiments and 


virtues. 


| Lebt sende en ſaw, with pain, the 
ſtate of her mind; but while ſhe reſpected 


her feelings too much, and knew the human 
heart too well to- attempt to draw off her 
attention by common obſervations or familiar 


objects, ſhe wiſhed to divert her from the 
faſcinating object of hetFeverie=to ſee her | 
mind once more rouftd to Active uſefillneſs; : 


To effect this purpoſe, ſhe © ſent for tlie 
children of Mary; they had once ſtrongly 


intereſted” Matilda's -heart, and ſhe e Ps 


much from their ON Wy fete. 
: 2 rd ny 4 J 


1 ade in ler egal "Y 


Tan eaperly” to her, climbing her knee, and 
clinging round her eck, innocently regretted 


her long abſence from" them g; Haid 'theſr © 


png had been learfeti, Forgotten,” and 


8 learned 
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DE FALSOURY«, 10 
learned again but their dear gübemels had 


taught them no new ones; their play«thing "or 


plaint affected her; ſhe remembered, with 
regret, that wholly engroſſed by pleaſure, 
ſhe: had neglected thoſe duties that once ſo 


ſelfiſhneſs," and determined to be no longer 


the ſlave of feeling: Then, turning to. Lady 


too, were broken, but nobody now would - 
give them any others. Their ſimple com- 


pleaſingly occupied her; bluſhed at her 


Mountſnannon, From what a dream of 


folly,” ' faid ſhe, 


e have theſe children 


awakened me; but believe me, deareſt mo- 


ther, my future hours mall be devoted to 
nn. oy 


} 


"Aninitaged by b fee bes to o ſubdue fe el. 


employments, and reſumed her uſual ſtudies 


ing, Matilda! purſued/ her long neglected 


— 


idity; and though a thought of De 


Valcourt would frequently intrude break 

: the chain of her ideas, and. arreſt attention: 
yet her plan was followed with ſteady vigour, 
and her mind acquired new fortitude, 

| 4a Encouraged 
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Eneouraged by the praiſes of her mother, 
and impreſſed by the deſire of eee e js 
more worthy:of her De Valcourt, her fa- 
culties daily gained ſtrength her powers of 
reflection became ſtronger, and her e ps 
ment more accurate: Though diligent to 
improve the time of his abſence, ſhe aa | 
dedicated part of each day to viſit tlie 
ſacred monument, to think of its foùnde 101 
and count the tedious: hours that muſt yer>': 
clapſe before ſhe could receive intelligence 
nor could the ſnows of December, Which 
already began to cover the round, the keet ws 
wind or * nn AA 1511 

J 99741 

The 1 morning at laſt arrived; ; three 
letters were delivered at.thei caſtle, one-from), 
Lord, Mountſhannon, one oſtom Muntfard go 
to his mother, and one from De Valcourt ai 
Matilda, ho; trembling with expectation 
haſtily broke dhe _ and read the: following 8 * 
nder effuſion.) 17 DAS 5 291 T5104 46, B45 9112 
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day - where the earlieſt impreſſions of his 


ren mountain's top, where imagination paint- 


192 DE VALCOURT>: 


Good Lord! what can this giddy rout excite; 
Wby on each other with fell tooth to fall, 


A neighbour” 8 fortune, fame, or peace to blight, 


1 Or make new „ tireſome parties for the coming night ? 
m_7 4 | © BrOMs08, 
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"Mar ATILDA, 1 have beheld the ſpot | 
whine thy De Valcourt firſt drew breath— 
where he has ſported many a long ſummer's 


mind were formed; have ſeen it while thy 
ſpirit ſeeming to hover over me, rendered 
every feeling ſacred ; have ſtood on the bar- 


ed thee hanging fondly on my arm, liſtening 
to my tale of infant pleaſure; have in fancy, 
fondly. claſped- thee to my-aching boſom, as 
the thrilling tear ſtarted to my eye, till the 
renn vaniſnhing, I have -remembercy: with 

\þ 5:7) ang, 


IT 2 2 


by, 


anguiſh, the diſtance that now parts us 
the lengthened ſeparation to enſue ; then as 
the dread of loſing thee for ever ruſhed on 
my mind, my heart ſickened—and as the 
proſpect blackened, my feveriſh brain grew 
dizzy with the tumult,of my mind. I have 
tottered on the brink of madneſs. Ah! my 
Matilda, wilt thou not ſooth me with. one 
confolatory line one kind aſſurance of thy 
love, to calm the throbbings of my anxious 
boſom. I have trod over the earth, where 
perhaps, a father's bones are yet mouldering 
where a mother breathed her laſt expiring 
ſigh ; but memory flies thoſe ſcenes of hor- 
ror to dwell on ſofter feelings. You have 
wept over the woes of my houſe, and my 
m Is on ways the ris SITE 


50; A W nieces Ka Vols belle on 
ho: ſcite of our old caſtle; my feelings re- 
volt at the ight—T almoſt hate the being 
who could thus mock its gothic grandeur ; ; 
but I canndt learn to whom the eſtate now 
wee the ſteward: alone i is known to the 

ruſtic 
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ruſtic 1 > het ib nh for me 


to know: it is transferred to cher, 


Ho a Fi 24 2 7 37 10 = 15 


— * Lihall * return to Pome a hs — 
ing hours of; bliſs with thee—to liſten once 


more to thy converſe, ere J quit thee for 
many long, long months. Ah! is my Ma- 
tilda now well? is ſhe happy? 


tation. Farewell ! 
the e and animate the mind of your 


% * 1 : BY * 
ET ELLIOT Y 44 1 6 
© > 


"= + « acadd . N 1 as 

ö 6 XxX % » 4 2 * 8 » $ 

"& z ft 4 1 13 } 2 7 1 CEO OT Ie : e 7 * * 7 i A 9 * 
4 44 & 2414 437444111 14. IA E43 3 g ; f 8 


Matilda gazed on the 3 nown on 
ters, while a tear bedewed the paper, and a 


melancholy ſo ſoft and ſoothing pervaded her 
ſenſes, that ſhe would not have checked the. 
riſing figh, or have ſuppreſſed the falling, 
tear to which it gave birth, for. all the joys 
the world could offer. She took her pen. 


and attempted to ſketch the feelings of her 


heart; but the ſoft ideas yanifhed: exe they, 


cquld be traced, 3 all. expreſſion. ſeemed too 


poor to paint the ardent ſentiment which 
|  Slowed 


I. wait the 
return of my meſſenger with anxious expec- 
Remember you live in 


D. Vaycoun.” 5 


ploy 
writ 
cold 
love 
ed | 
forts 
ce 
lips, 
char, 
Valc 
weak 
dwel 
is not 
noble 
lowec 
have 
moun 
in thy 
undau 
by th: 
villain 
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have g 
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DE VALCOURT.; 3 
plowed in her boſom, Several ſheets were 
written-and deſtroyed ; ſome fflè thought too 
cold — others, though they ex preſſed her 
love, were de void of the energy that elevat- 
ed her mind, till wearied ee eee * 


- 1 lee e preſſed 0 the Rate payers) my 1 
lips,” while tears of rapture weakened- the 
characters that ſpoke the heart of my De 
Valcourt. Could I convey to thee all the 
weakneſs I feel, I ſhould bluſh as thy eye 
dwelt on my tenderneſs! Yet why bluſh; 
is not our's a union of mind—am I not en- 
nobled by my love? I have in fancy, fol- 
owed thee in thy long and perilous journey; 
have ſeen thee climb the ſteep and rugged 
mountain, the keen wind blowing roughly 
in thy face; have ſeen thee, with firm and 
undaunted ſte ps, purſue thy way vnappalled 
by the drea@'of lawleſs banditti, or lurking 
rillain;© De Valeourt, I have daily viſited 
tlie Ittle ſpot! dedicated by thee to love; 
have ad ey hes ger while my 
GW 11311309} nb: 361: vheartt 
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32 86 PE VALCOURT. 
er ee forth ſilent oraiſons for thee, | 


feel affection for every thing that gk 
it every blade of graſs is intereſting to my 
feelings: Bred in ſolitude; I have nouriſfied 


ſenfibiliry.” With few objects to engage my 
attention, my affections have ever been 


warm and animated: undiſſipated by variety 


- —unchecked by diſappointment,” they haue 
grown with my growth, and ſtrengthenel 
with. my ſtrength. Tou have taught me 


the delights of love—have awakened a new 
fource of rapture in my boſom ; the ſenti- 
ment has taken deep root in my Heart, and 


5 ae traces will remain to the lateſt hour of 


exiſtence. Did I poſſeſs the cunning of the 


world I ſhould deny this tenderneſs; ſhould 


torment thy boſom with vain Aears, and 
wi held this eonfeſſion; but I diſdain ſuch 
narrow prudence; what my heart feels, m 
tongue ſhall avow : /Yet, I tremble for thy 
conduct, and dread left our ſe paration ſhould 
prove eternal! De Valcourt, thou can 
not love like me; in thy commerce with 
hog ——_ the fine ſen ations of the heart 


a. Which 


* 


DE: vareouRx. 38 


been rudely torn away. Thou art going 
again to enter on a ſeene of folly; ſurround- 
ed by the dazzling beauties of à court, thou 
mayeſt forget the ſimple, ruſtic Matilda; 
perhaps, too, thou mayeſt-: ſacrifice thy 
principles, and be again the victim of head- 


ſtrong paſſion. Heaven avert: theſe: fears, 


and ſhield me from the dreaded evil I 
could not aſſimilate with vice could: not. 


love rene N 1 Eil 


3 « « The winter e havin com 
. e at the caſtle: - While the bag- pipe 
plays in the hall, the light-hearted maidens 
col the village dance down the laſt hours of 
day. Impreſſed with thy image, I fly from che 
1 ſcene 5. dis to me nowW- all noiſe and folly, 
7 , when. forgetting. the chills of winter I ſteal 
J 


to thy favourite walk beneath the weſfern 


A battlements. The nightingale has ceaſed 
ber paintive lay, to find ſome rude ſhelter 
from the cold, while all nature ſeems to 
hare the ; melancholy of. my heart: yet, I 

remember 


* give ſtrength to my feelings; have 
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remember when me made vocal che grove, 


16 + 4 © 4 


and in fancy, ſtil} hear her voice—ſtill liſten 
to. the ſentiments that once flowed from my 


De Valcourt' 8 tongue. : \ Yet, think not my 


, hours have paſſed indolently i in thy abſence; 
no, I have been aſpiring after excellence to 
render me more worthy thy eſteem ; with 
my pencil, too, 3 have been diligent, and 
have ſketched thee whilſt kneeling at thy 


little altar, with thexdelighted group around 


thee ; the likeneſs. is good, and I only wait 
thy approval to finiſh the picture. Bene vo- 
lence, too, occupies, my mind; my pupils 
again receive inſtruction; I will not be 
Ab; or the ſlave of paſſion, Adieu 
may angels guard thy way, and return thee 


in ſafety to . own 


offs are ni u e Bt, 1 


2 


ore. Matilda 1 folded her paper 
* Mountſhannon, who. had ſome time 
. finiſhed her letter to Mountford, ' tapped 
. gently, at. her door, and inquired if ſhe would 


a Write a few lines to her brother. 
ora 


DE VALCOURT, wo 


© Ww. 4 


« With pleaſure,” ſhe cried; and raking 
his, affectionate epiſtle, read its intereſting | 
contents. | He ſpoke of De Valourt—of 
their Journey — tie difficulties they Had en 
countered from unfreqented roads; "and the 
ſeverity "of the ſeaſon —praiſing the courage 
and fortitude of his" companion. Delighted 
with his intelligence, Matilda haſtily finiſhed 
a letter to her belovet Mountford, and the 
meſſenger” was difpitthed' with. trier charge 
to make all poſſible haſte, though, With the 
utmoſt expedition, he would not reach them 
till they had” proceeded' nearly half e on 
their journey homeward.. e eee, 
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At leiſure now to corifider leſs interellmg 
ſubjects, Lady Mountſhannon broke the 
ſeal of her huſband's letter, and, to her 
Aoi, found it couched in terms the 
moſt affectionate. He ſpoke with deep 
contrition of his vices—regretted his long 
eſtrangeinent from his family-—did juſtice 
to her vixttes—cttreared her pardon for the 
"9 eſpecial T9, laſt threatr to ſend one to 
e eee "fiperintend 
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ſuperintend his concerns; aſſtiring her it 
was only a momentary ebullition of anger, 

cauſed by painful diſappointment, but with. | 
out a ſerious thought of putting it into exe- 
cution: Concluding with telling her, he 


meant to ſpend part of the Chriſtmas at the 


caſtle with a few choſen friends, if the could 
once more conſent to receive the father we 


: her . bab 


Lady Mountſhannon now regretted ſhe 
had not read the contents ſooner, that ſhe 
might have communicated to+her ſon intel- 
ligence ſo flattering to her wiſhes ; yet, ſhe 
almoſt feared to credit his profeſſions, and 


dreaded left they ſhould be dictated by art to 


effect ſome new ſcheme he had in view, 
which might be more dangerous to her 


children's e than even Kis * — 


e | 


i 288 


| Bur Matilda, whoſe mind was now feti- 


dered ſuſceptible of every joyful impreſſion, 


and whoſe ſpirits were too much elevated to 
* * £4 : look 


look 
ture, 
She 
corr 
will 
to t 
hops 
dive 
ſwet 
duce 
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DZ VALCOURT.. . 19 
look on any but the bright fide of the pie- 
ture, endeavoured to diſſipate her fears: 
dhe could not believe the human heart ſo 
corrupt, ſo full of deceit; as to be able at 
will to aſſume the ſemblance of virtue, 1 
to effect purpoſes of evil. Her mother 
hoped it would not; but unable wholly to 
diveſt herſelf of dread, ſhe ſat down to an- 
ſwer her huſband's requeſt, and ſoon pro- 
duced the following reply: 


ee « My "oe D, 

ce You will not wonder, if, after 0 emi: 
years of neglect, I ſhould feel at a loſs how 
to addreſs you, or acknowledge that my 
afetions towards you, as a wife, are b 
-chilled—annihilated: Yet, I rejoice in 
your preſent e and ſhall witneſs _- 
your return to virtue with the moſt heart- feilt 
ſatisfaction ; it will be a conſolation ſoothing :  * 
to the laſt years of my exiſtence. . I will - 
therefore prepare every accomodation for 
yourſelf and friends my retired ſituation will 
permit; but as the caſtle muſt undergo ſome 


repairs, 
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/ 


repairs, I fear it will not be ready quite ſ 


ſoon as you expect. I will, however, uf 
all poſſible expedition, and ſhall Joytull 


wait your arrival, when I ſhall receive you 
as your friend, your ſiſter ; but you muſt 


forgive me when | ſay, that every principle 
of delicacy forbids my conſidering you as 
a huſband, under my preſent feelings. Your 
children, I hope, will awaken your affec- 
tion ; they are amiable and intereſting, and 
long ardently to behold the author of their 


| being. Farewell. 


| Mar11.DA Mov NTSHANNOX, 5 


Y Matilda, who believed all the evils th 
had hitherto dreaded from her father were 
now» paſſed ; that his virtuous reſolution 
would be ſtrengthened by his intended viſit; 
and that affection, kindled by the ſight of 
his offspring, and long neglected wife, would 
bind him to virtue, and create in him a love 
of domeſtic enjoyment, waited the arrival 
of De Valcourt with increaſed impatience, 


to communicate this delightful intelligence. 


cents FP At 
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At bengch, to  eratify her vines, they 
arrived, and entered the court, their pant- 
ing courſers breathleſs with ſpeed. Trem- 

bling and agitated, ſhe flew to the gate, 
* and was inſtantly folded in the arms of De 
Valcourt. The meeting was tender, though 


that Matilda ſhould doubt the conſtancy of 


his affections, ſomewhat checked his tranſ- 
ports. 1 1 


They now Rk a few days of happineſs, i 


interrupted only by the dread of impending. 
ſeparation ; the ſhort abſence they had ſuf- 
fered, gave ſtrength to their feelings, and, 
bleſſed with each other's ſociety, they had 


world, with all its allurements, had no 
charms for them, | 


” Lady Mountſhannon, who was already 
buſied in preparing, and Who knew not 
how ſoon his lordſhip might arrive, urged - 
the departure of De Valcourt, as ſhe wiſhed 
not at preſent to introduce him, Much as 

VOL. I. K | ſhe 
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ſhe hated diſguiſe, ſhe feared to expoſe Ma- 
tilda to danger ; ; and ſhe wanted to develope 
her huſband” s deſigns before ſhe placed too 
great confidence in him — confidence ſhe 
might afterwards ſeverely repent. Beſides, 
when in London, De Valcourt might gain 
\ from Sir Charles, and other of his aſſo- 
0 ciates, intelligence that would direct her 


judgment. 


>. 


| Yielding at length to her deſires, he fer 


on for the metropolis. Though he had little 


doubt of the. ſincerity of Lord Mountſhan- 


non” $ reformation, it had ever been a fa- 
vourite ſentiment of his, that the heart of 


man was not naturally corrupt 3 ; that he ſel- 


dom remained for ever under the trammels 
of vice; yet he knew old habits were dif- 
ficult to conquer; but his lordſhip's preſent 


conduct, flattering both his inclinations and 


opinions, he was willing to believe bim 
lincere. FREED 


91 415 
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Some time paſſed in making the necelfary 


arrangements to receive into the caſtle the 
numerous gueſts, and their attendants, i it was 
expected his lordſhip would bring; for he 


had written again to ſay his journey would 


be poſtponed ſome time longer, when a 
hunting party would accompany him.— 
Matilda, who anticipated the pleaſure of 


ſeeing her father of contemplating his 
change of manners — beholding the firſt. 


effuſions of paternal affection warming his 
heart, and diffuſing itſelf over his coun- 
tenance, wondered he ſhould like to have 
ſo many witneſſes of his feelings. Vet, 
ſhe was aware, that a man who had ſpent 
his life in a crowd, might ſhrink from 
ſolitude, and to this ſne attributed bis con- 
duct. 


* 
* 


0 


De Vatcourt had now been gone near 


three weeks, and no intelligence having yet 
arrived, Matilda's ſpirits were agitated; one 
moment ſhe trembled for his perſonal ſafety, 
and the next ſunk under the humiliating idea 
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of his inconſtancy. Lady Mountſhannon 
vainly endeavoured to account for his ſilence, 
and as vainly endeavoured to calm her 
daughter's fears; to Sir Charles Ormond 
ſhe had written a letter of enquiries, but 
that, too, remained unanſwered, 


One night, while they were talking over 
the events. of the laſt four months which 
had crowded ſo rapidly they could ſcarce be 
ſaid to ſucceed each other, and which had 
given variety to their lives, that for years had 
rolled on in the fame unvaried tenor, they 


P — 2 NY Be 


| heard the trampling of horſes approaching 
the caſtle; thechell was rang violently, and | | 
; 1 ſervants were ſoon in motion. | Though Z 
g | prepared for the interview, and in hourly I» 
: | e expectation of her lord's arrival, Lady . 
Mloüntſnannon felt herſelf unequal to the 5 
talk of receiving him; ſhe attempted to [ 
riſe, but her limbs trembled—her head be- 
came giddy : ſhe ſunk again in her chair, 
| and reſting on the boſom of Matilda, could K 
8 1 def re her ſon to haſten to his father, a 
8 | | ſäaying b. 
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DE varcounr. 197 
faying ſhe and his ſiſter would follow as ſoon 
as ſhe was able. Mountford, ſomewhar 

abaſhed, and more agitated, reached the 
court juſt as part of the company alighted; 
but as he had no means of diſcovering his 
father from the reſt, he bowed reſpectfully, 
and was ſilently leading the way, when Sir 
Charles Ormond, who had, at that mo- 
ment, committed his horſe to the care of - 
his ſervant, approached, and taking his 
band, „ Rœy dear Mountford, ſaid he, 
« how happy I am once again to meet you; 
your mother, and my Matilda, I hope, are 
both well;“ then, turning about without 

waitigg a reply, “ allow me, my lord,” he 
cried, © to introduce you to your fon: I 
told you as we journeyed how hoſpitably I 
had once been received here—how worthy. 
found your whole * of my cſtcem..: 55 
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Mountford advanced, -m bending his 
knee to his father, ſtammered out ſomething. 
at which his lordſhip ſmiled, while he aſſured 

bim of his Paternal regard; and, bidding 
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him riſe, examined his features with ſcruti- 
nizing ſeverity, while he preſented him to 
his gueſts: The riſing affections of Mount 


r 
3 a oo 4 


W ford were checked by his reception, for his 
= lordſhip's air, though polite, was cold; his | 
j manners une mbarraſſed, no trembling emo- 2 
f 1 : tion. quivered on his tongue, or choaked his 
A utterance ; his gaiety was uninterrupted ; he 
3 entered the faloon, aſked why Lady Mount- 
! i ſhannon did not appear to do the honours of ; 
; 1 | Ber, houfe—ordered refreſhments immedi- 
i | ately to be ſerved, and ſeemed to poſſeſs chat x 
caſe, which his ſon vainly endeavoured to £ 
obtain. His heart Was intereſted, and his 1 
awkward. attempts to render himſelf. agree- b 
= able—his embarraſſed converſation, ſerved g 
only. to entertain the company, and exerciſe © 
the wit of his lordſhip, 1 who ſneeringly ſaid, h 
755 The boy will do, Ormond he has parts, 15 
I ſee, and only- V ants poliſh, though his 45 
manners might have been more refined, had bs 
my MPO been his tutor.” 7 
Io Hl 2990 11G Daitut trot no e 
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10 


Mountford could endure no more; this 
refletion, which ſeemed to be meant for his 
mother, ſtung him to the heart, and he re- 

| tired for the night. Lady Mountſhannon, 
ſtill unable to appear, requeſted a few mi- 
nutes private converſation with her huſband: 
He entered her apartment with ſome agita- 
tion—a bluſh of ſhame tinged his check 
Unfeeling as he was, he could not fupport 
the retroſpect of his injuſtice unmoved, nor 
behold the altered countenance of his wife 
without pain : : He remembered, zen ncar 
fifteen years ago his vices ſent into retire- 
ment the woman whoſe virtues he could not 
but revere, while the bloom of beauty 
glowed on her cheek, and ſparkled in her 
eye: Theſe feeling gs were, however, tran- 
ſient, and ſoon recovering his wonted com- 
poſure, he threw himſelf at her feet, be- 1 

ſougbt her forgiveneſs for tlie paſt, 0 vich 
warm Fein of furure amends. | 
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took his hand, and, in a voice rendered al. 


DU JALCOURT. A, 


moſt inarticulate by emotion, ſaid, © You 
know not, my lord, you cannot form an 
adequate idea of the delight your preſent 
conduct gives me; for your own—for mine 


for your children's ſake, I rejoice: But for- 
give my doubts ; remember how Tong [ 
have ſeen. you devoted only to the gratifica- 
tion of ſelfiſh paſſions, wholly neglectful of 


your offspring! and be not ſurpriſed; if I 


cannot immediately credit a change ſo ex- 


traordinary, ſo unexpected.“ 


— 


her ſuſpicions, and by well affected anger, 


almoſt convinced her of his ſincerity; then, 


ſoftening by degrees, he ſaid, © My preſent 


virtuous reſolutions were not the effect of 
© . momentary feeling, but of a. long formed 


plan, which I made many efforts to put in 
execution ſooner; finding ſtill, however, 
ſome new temptation to lead me aſide, I fear- 
ed to make too early an avowal of my in- 


tention, left, falling again into old habits, I 
| ſhould: 


His lordſhip pretended at firſt to reſent 


th 


DE Vireborr: 


mould be branded with the name of "oY | 


crite. Tis true, I ought to have ſought the 
infant affections of my children; but I 
dreaded the reproof their artleſs loves might 
ſtrike into my boſom; beſides, I feared the 


ſeyerity of your principles nor have I been 


ſo wholly neglectful as you ſuppoſe : I con- 
ſtantly enquired of my children's welfare, 
and heard, with delight, the improvement 


they made in all uſeful learning. But where 


7 


is Matilda? I have not yet embraced her, 
though my heart is prepared to love her.” 


Almoſt aſhamedof her fears, Lady Mount- 


ſhannon preſſed his lordſhip's hand to her 


lips,, when, going to the door of her cloſet, 


ſhe led in Matilda, whoſe feelings were all 
alive: She had ſeen her father as he entered 
her mother's apartment, and contraſted with. - 


the 1mages her fancy had formerly drawn of 
him, his figure was ſtrongly prepoſſeſſing, 

and her heart, formed for love, already-be- 
gan to cheriſſi affection for the man, the 


: an of whom had once chilled her with - 
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22 pr VALCOU RT. 


"RY She ran to her father, who, while 
he folded her ! in his arms, really gazed on 


her fine form with delight. Too polite to 
be long engroſſed by the feelings of his 
heart, or even the affectation of thoſe feel- 
ings, his lordſhip ſoon left them, to partake, 
with his 2 ſome more animating * 
ſure. 


t DN 


if Marikds, who had heard from Mountford, 


of Sir Charles's arrival, waited impatiently 


till the company ſhould retire, that ſhe 


might enquire after De Valcourt; but they 
ſat late, and the ftate of inebriety to: which 
they were at laſt reduced, rendering it im- 


poſſible to effect her wiſhes, ſhe was obliged 


to wait till morning. 


Soon as the party aſſembled, Lord Mount- | 


ſhannon preſented to his lady Lord Ormond, 
father of Sir Charles, the Viſcount Mande- 
ville, together with a large group of ho- 


| nourable and right honourable friends, who 
| filled « a vacant chair —eat, drank, and ſlept; 


but 


fin 


Pre 


DE VALGCOURT, 2207 
but abe not poſſeſſed of minds ſufficiently 
ſtrong to form any character, it Will not be 
e to introduce. 1 ol Sun £800 
Sit Charles 4 tha mãment he entered, fle 
to Matilda, and inquired, in a tone of ten- 
derneſs, if ſhe was ill; while he ſaw, with 
pity, that the roſy hue that once glowed on 
her cheek —the luſtre that once ſparkled in 


her eye, were fled. Anſwering with negli- 


gent thanks ſhe was well, he would have 
proceeded to expreſs his joy ; bur, eager for 


information on the ſubject neareſt her heart, 


ſhe anxiouſly aſked how he left his friend 
De Valcourt. Starting at the name De 
Valcourt, he cried, * Great God, is he not 
here? Lou ſurpriſe me greatly, for J have 
never ſeen him fince the day we left the 
caſtle together; 5 and though I have often 
wondered I did not hear from kim after his 


promiſe to write, yet I fully expected to 
find him with you, and ſhould, had you not : 


err me, have aſked why he did-nor 
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Sickening at the painful confirmation of 


hes fears, ſhe told him it was now near a 
month ſince he left them, and no intelligence 
had yet arrived; that her mother had once 
applied to himſelf for information, but as 
the letter remained unanſwered, ſhe judged 


it had not reached him. Sir Charles aſſured 


her itnever had; and, after hazarding many 


conjectures concerning the preſent. ſituation 
of De Valeourt, and the cauſe of his filence, 


(all of which Matilda thought improbable) 
he ventured to hint the poſſibility of his be- 


ing an impoſtor, Fired with anger, ſhe 


reſented the injurious ſuſpicion, and Sir 
Charles, fearing he had gone too far, en- 
treated her forgiveneſs, with many aſſu- 
rances of his perſonal eſteem for De Val- 
court; adding, that nothing but the reſpect 
he felt for herſelf, and the impoſſibility of 


otherwiſe accounting for his unworthy be- 
haviour, could, he believed, UE raiſed 
tuch an idea. 5 
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Matilda accepted his apology ; but unable 
to ſuppreſs the painful feelings this conyer- 
fation had excited, ſhe remained ſilent, 
wholly engroſſed by the confuſed: thoughts 


which aroſe in her mind, and regardleſs of 


the attentions of Sir Charles, or the ſtudied: 
compliments of the viſcount. As the day 


proved extremely hazy, a drizzling fleet. 


falling, the gentlemen were obliged to find. 
amuſement within the caſtle : Some enter- 
tained themſelves in the tennis court; others 
ſauntered along the galleries to view the 
antiquated pictures, and ruſty armory which 

decorated the walls, while the viſcount and 

Lord Mountſhannon entered the long de- 
ſerted billiard- room, where, for many years, 

the ſpiders had unmoleſted ſpread their 

ſnares to entangle the unwary flies, but who. 
had now been diſplaced from their abodes,, 
to make way for the more "AREA enſnarer; 
man. eee 


* * * » * 
* , - TIS, . 
_ 2 » ” 5 


* 
* 


Sir Charles alone, in defiance of i the wea- 11 T2 


ther, ſtrolled to thi village vigh Mountord ; 
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266 DE: VALCOURT: 
and Lady Mountſhannon being bufied in 


ſtole to her favourite ſpot, the little monu- 
ment, to aſſuage, in ſolitude, her full heart; 


e of his fate. 


lr 3 the party was 83 * the 
val of ſome ladies, with whom Lady 
Mountſhannon had kept a diſtant acquaint- 
ance ſince her retirement, and whom ſhe 
invited to ſhare the feſtivity diſplayed at 
the caſtle. The glaſs now circulating freely, 
the characters of her gueſts were ſoon un- 
folded to the penetrating eye of their noble 


. 


ſome object raiſed to favour by female in- 
fluence, leſs worthy than themſelves, and an 
whom the thoughtleſs King Javiſhed the 
favours for which they ſighed: The con- 
verſation at length beginning to be unre- 
e ſoon in degenerate licentiouſneſ 
gol which 


making ſome further arrangements, Matilda 


to think of De Valcourt, and * the un- 


hoſteſs. They talked of the town, the 
"i court, while all condemned the weakneſs of 
ow the monarch they flattered, and regretted 


DE VALCOURT. 207 
which cuſtom at that time authoriſed, | even 
in the moſt refined female ſociety, when 
Lady Mountſhannon, after vainly endeavour- 
ing to "_ their — be the room. 


ff a f] # 4 
3. 


This was a new - Soi to Matilda; abs 
few gueſts who had hitherto viſited at the 
caſtle were wont to ſpend the afternoons in 
ſocial converſe, when ſome intereſting; ſub- 
jet was. diſcuſſed, which either conveyed 
improvement to the underſtanding, culti- 
vated the taſte, or amuſed the fancy; and 
ſhe: ſaw, with - pity, that man, the lordly 
creature man, who boaſts ſuperior powers of 


the excluſive privilege of governing and 


pleaſure in breaking the bounds of decency, 


and ſinking below the "I of a rational 
creature, 


Though tea was at that. time not much 
known in England, it had been for ſome 
ame inte amongſt: the luxuries of 
Mountford 


mind, wider extent of faculties, and claims : Ws 


directing all inferior animals, could find _ 


43 + 
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208 DE VALCOURT, 
Mountford caſtle; and the gentlemen, tired 


at length of each other's ſociety, attended ! 
to partake of this expehſive beverage, 4 
| Though checked by the juſt reſentment of Tn 
Lady Mountſhannon, and half fearful again u 
to offend, they reſtrained their licentiouſ. Ml a! 
'neſs ; yet, the effects of inebriety were till i 
viſible in their converſation. Had Matilds's di 
heart been perfectly at eaſe, their diſcourſe be 


would have diſguſted ; but under her pre- che 
ſent feelings it was almoſt inſupportable. 
Ah, madam,” whiſpered ſhe to her mo- Ph. 
ther, did men but know how much they WW mo 
funk in the eſteem. of a virtuous woman by it v 


an immodeſt alluſion, how carefully would WM and. 
they guard their lips from every groſs ex- il 6nd 

1 pr en 4”, | 5 8 PE cc 
Perhaps, my dear oi.” returned. ſhe, ¶ judg 
lache fault; in forme "Ras; reſts wit: cally 
Görlevr⸗ ; you. are ignorant of the world, if V 
and know not that there are women in al from 
ranks. of life, who, though they would be enlive 
ſhocked by any reflection on their chaſtirW © | 


will yet indulge their debauched imagination 


r * ＋ * 7 5 > q 
s . i 
ay . il 
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in looſe converſation ; but I, who have once 

mixed with. fociety, have found true modeſty 
as rare in one ſex as the other. Indeed, in 

| my acquaintance with life, I met with ſo few 

who: could really be called delicate, that I 
am inclined to think it a very rare virtue.“ 

b Mandeville, who had long obſerved them 

diſcourſing, now reeled towards them, and 
begged to be acquainted with che ſubject of 
their converſation. 

It is modeſty,” . Matilda, em- 
phatically, © we would have jt inrolled a- 
mong the cardinal virtues; do you not think 

it would be as valuable as any of the others? 
and, perhaps, too, it would be as dingen to 
Bud. F 55 
as cannot differ from ſuch 2 
judge of thoſe things,” returned he, ſarcaſti- 
cally, though ſomewhat diſconcerted, & but 
you would not ſurely be ſo cruel as to baniſh 
from converſation every innocent jeſt and 
enlivening ſally?““ „ 4 
I know not to what extent your words { . 
may imply. I love wit and well- timed rail- | (i 1 
| WE lery,”* 1 


* 


— 
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lery;”” eried her Ladyſhip, willing to fave 


Matilda from further converſe with him, 


ce but you, Viſcount, will perhaps fayour u; 
with a definition of true dehcacy,. contraſt. 
ing it with aukward baſhfulneſs . 


c You have ſet me a hard :aſk, * he re- 


; plied, <« ] will take time to conſider of it; 
then taking Matilda's hand, he attempted to 
draw her to the further end of the room: 
finding himſelf, however, unable to accom- 
'pliſh his purpoſe, he turned from her, and 
advancing to her father, ſaid Damn it, my 
Lord, cannot you find one any amuſement 
here it will be curſt auk ward to ſpend one's 
time in this og * unleſs you can invent 
ſome variety,” 52 

e Be not. nk. Viſcount,” he replied, 


© ee 6 . for to-night we may haye recourſe to bil 
huaards, dice, or any ching that offers; to- 


morrow I expect ſome comedians, and have 

already planned a theatre; beſides, I intend 

ſoon to give a maſquerade, and depend on 
me I will not ſtupify you. 
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＋ he colniellifing not arnving for ume days, 
the party were content to ſpend the fine 
mornings either in hunting or riding over 


the romantic country, and the wet ones, in 
anxiouſly preying on each other's fortune; 


the evenings, though devoted to the ladies, 


were generally paſſed in contriving ſome 


new entertainment for the morrow, each dif- 
ſatisfied and m with the _— n 
ment. . eh 


The news of his lordſhip's arrival ſoon 


ſpreading through the neighbouring towns, the 
caſtle was dally crowded with viſitors—ſome 
induced by curioſity—others by a wiſh to 
 ſhew their friendſhip, and be early in their 
congratulations; while pleaſed with the va- 
riety of objects which now offered to gratify 
their avarice, and indulge their talents for 
fidicule, its inmates became more facisfied 
vith their an. 2300 


Lady — obferved with pain, 


both Sir 3 and the Viſcount paying a 
BEN 5 lover- 
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212 px ͤ VALCOURT. | 
lover-like attention to Matilda, with that 


eaſy familiarity of aſſured ſucceſs, which all viſa 
her coldneſs could not repreſs; while painful. . 


ly. oppreſſed by thoſe ſcenes, ſhe regretted 
her happy ſolitude, and felt how weariſome 
it was to hve in a crowd—to ſmile at folly— 
or wear a ſerene countenance, with a heart 


corroded by grief and harraſſed by ſuſpence! L A 
her vivacity wholly forſook her—ſhe fat a WM: 
ſilent ſpectator of all around—her face loſt I ger 
3b enlivening finile—and the male viſor EL 
would have wondered ſhe could intereſt SH 
the elegant viſcount or the more deſirable WM. 
baronet, had they not recollected her inge ah 
fortune. nival 
| | = the e 
In the retirement of her own. chamber WW = 
alone, Matilda could now find relief by giv- M 
ing vent to her ſorrows, The monument, My, 
her ſacred receſs for woe, had been for ſome Wz.,.1 
days deſerted, Sir Charles, who made ire- nent 
quent rambles to the village, had there heard this f 
of the guardian ſpirit of the rock, and viſit- uſed 


ing De” little ſpot to admire the taſte that 
TT. formec. 


A 
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formed it, had more than once ſurpriſed her 
there ; this intruſion on her privacy ſhe 
could not. endure De Valcourt's image was 
too cloſely connected with that place, and 
he choſe rather to forego her viſits, then 
lilten to the addreſſes of another there. 


The comedians at laſt arrived, * the 
ud ig day was fixed on for the firſt ex- 
hibition ; it was to commence early in the 
alternoon, with feats of activity, which were 
to be ſucceeded by a muſical romance told 
in dumb ſhow, taken from an old Scottiſh 
ballad ; and a maſked ball; which Mandeville, | 
who had reſided at Venice during the car- 
uval, undertook to manage, was to conclude 
the evening. 


Matilda, who, had ſhe been Ta of] De 
Valourt's love —had her heart been at eaſe, 
would have enjoyed the purpoſed amuſe- 
went, under her preſent anxiety, dreaded 
tis ſcene of gaiety, and wiſhed to be e/ͤ/ 
uſed : | appearing 3 but her father would not 
linen 


eu 
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liſten to ſuch a requeſt, and ſhe determined to 
oblige him, even at the expenſe of her own 
feelings, for his kind attentions, both to her- 
ſelf and mother, had already intereſted her 
affections. To ſupport a character, and al. 
ſume cheerfulneſs, ſo diſcordant to her heart, 
ſhe found impoſſible, and reſolved, there- 
fore, to wear only a ſimple , white robe, 
| ſhading, her face with a deep veil, hoping, in 
this dreſs, to PAs through *. * 
unobſerved. 


. Elevated with expectation of the morrow, 
the company ſeparated and retired to their 
chambers, to admire afreſh their dreſs—to 
compliment themſelves on the witty things 
they ſhould ſay—the admiration they ſhould 
_ excite, and pleaſe their fond imaginations 
with the approaching joy. 


Matilda alone of all the group, ſat penſive 
and melancholy, . The Viſcount and Yr 
Charles were continually teizing her with 


declaration of their paſſion; nor could the 
wol 


3 
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moſt ſolemn aſſurances of her incapability to 
return their affection, or the care with which 
ſhe avoided all converſation with them, re- 
preſs their ſuit; ſhe could not but contraſt 
the obtruſive, unfeeling gallantry of her pre- 
ſent admirers, with the tender, dehcate aſſi- 
duties of De Valcourt, anxious to oblige, 
yet frarful to offend; and his image was im- 
preſſed with redoubled force on her mind. 
The night was cold, but abſorbed in painful 
reflections, ſhe ſat late, regardleſs of its chil- 
ling influence, vainly endeavouring to calm 
the fervent anguiſh of her heart. The caſtle 
clock ſtruck two, and as its ſounds vibrated on 

the ſtillneſs of night; Matilda thought of the 
many anxious hours ſhe had paſſed in the 
abſence of De Valcourr, till oppreſſed by the "my 
azgonizing idea, her faculties. became con- _— 
fuſed ; ſenſations of ſot row almoſt ſtopped % 
her breath; ſhe opened her caſement for air. 


"BE The” moon ſhone bright on the defolated 
u walk, where they had ſo often watched the 
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other” s heart. Ah! De Nature” Wb 


ſhe, as ſhe gazed attentively on the well 


known ſpot, ' ſhall we never, never meet a- 
gain are the fleeting motefts of: bliſs gone 
tor ever are ſouls ſo firmly united to meet 
no more — and am I doomed to wear out the 
remnant of my days in, wretchedneſs ? A 
deep ſigh now calmed fot a moment her 
throbbing boſom, which ſeerned to be echo. 
ed from the walk beneath; ſurpriſed at the 


ſound, ſhe" looked attentively, when a man 
darting acroſs. the path, receded from her 


view, and was out of ſight in a moment. It 
was the figure, the form' of De Valcourt; 
and ſhe ſtood fondly expecting his return, 
till recollecting the improbability of his 
being there, fearing it the deluſion of her 
diſordered fancy, and trembling for her rea- 
ſon, ſhe turkitr Fatih from the Window, to re- 
cover the powers ol reflection, and baniſh the 
viſion from Her mind ut i in vain, ſhe could 


neither recover Her f. pirit— doubt the realit) 


of what ſhe had ſcen— or drive from her me- 


_ the thoughts that oppreſſed her. Not 
"4 - 85 Wholly 
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wholly free from terror, ſhe ſat ruminating 
on the ſcene, when ſhe heard footſteps flow- 
J advancing along the gallery towards her 
chamber; while on the branches of, the trees "nl 
which overhung the windows, ſhe beheld the —_ 
ſhadow of a moving light. 0 


'Rouſed bs theſe appearances, and deter- 
mined no longer to endure this painful ſuſ- 
pence, ſhe opened her door; but all was 
now filent and dark ; the lamp which hung 
ſuſpended over the great ſtaircaſe, ſhed but 
2 faint light on this, diſtant part, and. the 
moon-beams, admitted only through the high 
caſements, were too weak. to diſcover ob- 


jects. She returned for her candle, and 1 
again the ound. of . footſte ps ſeemed ap- - 3 | ©2078 
proaching nearer ; when once more advanc- 1 


ing to the door, the well-known voice of 
Mountford cned, © Huſh ! Matilda, I am 
come to bring you welcome intelligence - 22 
De Valcourt 15. at the village ; ; he arrived 
there this morning.” 


VOL, I. 2 Unable 


218 DE VALCOURT. 


Unable to recover the ſurpriſe this neus 
occaſioned, or ſuppreſs the emotions that at 
once aſſailed her, Mountford remained ſome 
time in her apartment before ſhe could en- 
quire the cauſe of his viſit at that late hour, 
or he relate it, alarmed as he was, by the 


515 * _ of his ſiſter, 


At Wach, recovering a little compoſure, 
15 faid, As I returned from riding this af. 
ter noon, Duncan met me in the court and with 
a face of joy, informed me, his maſter was 
arrived; bidding me wait in my chamber, 
when the family were retired, and he would 
give me further particulars. This I did, but 
ſcarce had the old man entered my room, 
when we were interrupted by Sir Charles, 
who came to ſnew me his maſquerade dreſs, 
and enquire what habit you intended to wear; 
of this I could not inform him, though! 
believe he doubted | my aſſertions, when! 
5 aſſured him of my ignorangg. Yet ſo full 
was the baronet of this expected pleaſure, 


that though I A of fatigue, and 
made 
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made many efforts to diſengage myſelf from 
him, he did not quit me for a conſiderable 
time. Eager for intelligence, I then flew to 
Duncan, who, wearied with expectation, had 
nearly fallen aſleep. He, however, ſoon 
rouſed, and then, with a countenance in 
which joy and ſorrow were blended, he - 
cried, © Ah! my poor maſter 1s ſtrangely 
altered ſince he left the caſtle ; he is ſo pale, 
ſo ſorrowful, you would ſcarce know him; 
and well he may be, for he has written con- 
ſtantly to Lady Matilda, though we have 
never heard of him ; and has felt as much 
diſtreſs for us, as your kind-hearted ſiſter, 113 
and all of us have for him. When I told by 7 
him,” continued he, © that no ſuch letters i 
had arrived, and that Lady Matilda had fret - 0 
ted herſelf ſick with grief, he ſtarted andcried, -- = 1 0 : 
*then my lord has diſcovered our affection, . 
and he has intercepted my letters. Yet, no - 
that cannot be; there is, however, ſome _ 
myſtery which time will reveal. I muſt fee © 
Matilda and her excellent mother; return in 
e evening, I will then write and prepares 
282 à˙à 
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220 | DE VALCOURT. 
them for my coming.” * where are 
thoſe letters? cried I, impatiently.” Vou 
ſhall have them directly, returned he, * but 
I muſt firſt inform you, that when I went 
again, he looked much better, and told me, 
that the aſſurances I had given him of his 
being {till dear to the idol of his heart, (that 
was his word) had already cured him of al 


his ſorrows; then, preſenting me with 


letters, I retired: there was one for my 
mother, one for yourſelf, and one addreſſed 
to me, which I have opened; but the con- 
tents,” alas! has ſomewhat abated the joy | 
feel at the arrival of De Valcourt : He ex- 
preſfes/ his doubts. of our father's honour— 
has received certain intelligence that he had 
ſome time back loſt large ſums to the Viſ- 
count Mandeville, which, being unable to 
pay, the Viſcount had ſpoken of him in the 
moſt opprobrious terms ſo publicly that a 
duel had enſued, and ſince that time * 


* been ſworn friends,” 


119 7 Matilde 
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Matilda ttembled: while he ſpoke ; her 
heart ſickened, to forego the pleaſing hope 
of her father'Feturn to virtue; it was pain- 
ful to her to cheriſh the doubts this letter 


created in her mind; ſhe longed, too, to 


with which ſhe ſhould. gaze on its contents: 
While unconfeious of her impatience, he 
continued to talk of De Valcourt ; told her 
he intended to be at their maſked - ball ; 


own renewed ſpirits, would add to the even- 


ing's entertainment, till, recollecting the 


tinguiſhed on Matilda's firſt GT her 
_—_ he retired. 


De Valcourt ſhe had before. ſeen, ſhe again 
opened the caſement, with the pleaſing hope 
de might till linger there, and ſinging a 
fvourite ſonnet, looked wiſtfully round; 
"LL 3 © 


Ja 


open her own, but could not endure that 
even Mountford ſhould witneſs the delight 


ſpoke of the pleaſure his company, and her 


kteneſs of the hour, after lighting his candle, 
which, in his fear of diſcovery, he had ex- 


ba now that it muſt have been 
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but no voice anſwered to the Wund all x was 
| filent and deſerted, when, cloſing the window 
with a figh, and breaking the feal of her j 
letter, ſhe read, with mixed emotions o 0 
„Far. and pleaſure, its contents | 


| . Ah! Matilda, what agony have I en- | 

dured ſince laſt we parted the tortures of 
the paſt month have been almoſt inſupport- ; 
| able, though my whole life, which has been 1 

but a ſcene of varied miſery, had, I thought, | 
armed my mind for every evil; yet I have h 
_ funk under this exquifite torment, and yield- a 


ing to the impetuoſity of my temper, have 
curſed the hour of my exiſtence, the wick- t. 
edneſs of mankind, and my own folly to tl 
credit a woman's profeff ons. Pardon me, Ml © 
that I could think ſo meanly of you, as to i m 
ſuppoſe you would diſcard me from your „ 
: Fa ugh me of your friendſhip, and 
leave me in def] pair; ; and that, too, without il 
acquainting me with the cauſe, without BI Pr 
hearing the criminal you condemh, plead in m 
his defence Yet, what could I think? 1 It 
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addreſſed. you regularly every poſt, and 
waited hours, Aan, and weeks, arduouſly 


expecting your reply, and waited, alas !, but 


to be diſappointed! One moment I trem- 
bled for your health—the next, condemned 
your cruel caprice. I had no ſuſpicion my 
letters, could be intercepted, nor can I now 
form any idea how your father (for to him I 
muſt impute my diſappointment). could 
poſſeſs himſelf of thoſe I wrote previous to 
his arrival here, or how he obtained a know- 


| ledge of our correſpondence Sir Charles | 


alone was acquainted with the whole of my 
conduct, and he is too generous, too honeſt 
to betray me. I have been introduced to 
the King have preſented my petition, and 
endured the mortifying, the OD treat- 
ment of an impoſtor. 

u 1 the only witneſs 91 5 my pre- 
ſerration and eſcape, is dead; 'F have no 
proof of the validity of my claims, and 
muſt ſubmit to the reproach. Ah!. why. Was 


[ ue to enter again the paths, of great-. 
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neſs, to tao the prejudice of a misjudg - 
ing world! no, it was the hope of ſhield- 
ing my Matilda from its cenſure. Proud 
and ſelfiſn as I am, that dare yet to call thee 

mine, though in poſſeſſing thee, I muſt ex- 


link thy name with mine, marked as it is 


with infamy as the uſurper of falſe titles 
the wretch who would impoſe on the credu- 


lity of mank ind; but I will not long endure 


this treatment; my pride—my honour is 


concerned now to vindicate my right, and! 


will raiſe heaven and earth to procure Juf 
tice. 782 | | 


83 ; 

1 * 1 
* SEO > 2 P 2 
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„J have ſeen your father, who knew 
mine, and once ſaw me when a child; but 


he cannot, or will not, remember any traces 
of my countenance; have pointed out to 


him ſcenes he muſt recollect, yet he meanly 
denies any knowledge of me; the motive, 


however, is now clear, ſince. he has diſ- 
covered our love. I cannot, in my real 


GET.) enter the caſtle. while: he remains 
ther E 
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there; I will not meet his contempt I 
know” not qe far cent command my 


tl the general iſcoiſe 6 1 


entertainment allows, I will venture to ſee 


| you, unleſs forbid: by your mother, to whom: 


I would fubmit wa conduct. ner Kr Aal 


2251115 o Ms 8 474150 1 in 
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4 Sir Charles is in u poſeſſo ion of my W 
which he has generouſly offered to reſign; 
but I will not condeſcend to accept, as a 
git from we man, what I muſt conſider 
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” Matilda, how I long to be ſoothed 
once more by an aſſurance” from thine own 


lips that thou ſtill loveſt! Sir Charles has free 


acceſs to thee; I know his admiration of 
the is ſtrong, and ſhould he, in violation 


of his Promiſe, dare to love thee to plead 


his paſſion; ſhould a father urge thee to 


accept his hand, and a mother, yielding do | 


Ins” wiſhes,” join her more powerful ere 
tons eouldſt thou refit their united ARIAS 
IONS ©4 78 
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| 226 de VALCOURT. 
[EP I _ infavonref: an outcaſt like myſelf? I "BEE 6 
hae has virtues 3 fortune and fame, too, are 
his; and that thought ſometimes drives me 
to deſpair. - Yet. he cannot love like me; 
his heart is not ſo nearly allied to thee as 
mine ; he cannot ſo fully appreciate thy 
worth. Farewell — Remember the affec- : 


n tion, the agitation, and bothe the fears MI - 
DE er- 
. Matilda, in whoſe mind this letter hal 


_ raiſed ſtrong ſuſpicions of Sir Charles, im- 
patiently longed for the approaching even- 
ing, that ſhe might ſatisfy her doubts. She 
"roſe next morning with a light heart; to 
know that her De Valcourt was ſafe—that 
in a few hours ſhe ſhould ſee and converſe 
with him, was to her the height of happi- 
neſs, She could not look forward to any #13 
future evil; pleaſure again ſparkled in her 
eye, and re-animated her countenance, The l 
day was a buſy one; ſhe had only time to 
| "acquaint Lady Mountſhannon with De Val- 
* court's 


A 


DE VALCOURT; 


* court's intention, and ſolicit” her approba- 

tion, which ſhe reluctantly gave, yielding 
rather to the deſires of Matilda, and the * 
peculiarity of the circumſtance, than to her 
conviction of its propriety or ſafety. Satis 
fied with her. conſent, Matilda diſpatched 
the delighted Duncan with an affectionate 
note to — 4 now happy maſter, before Me 
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for the evening. 
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hi came the bard, a little druid wicht, 
Of wither'd aſpect; but his eye was keen, 
| 1 With ſweetneſs mix d.— In ruſſet brown bedight 
As 1 bs bis aller of the copſes green. 5 8 


He "crept along, unpromiſing of mien; = 
© Groſs he who judges ſo; his ſoul was fair,” 

Bright as the children of yon azure: ſheen, 

| _ True comelineſs, which nothing can impair, . 

| Dwells in the mind——all elſe i Is r, and glare. 

= PETE T9 0 5 THOMSON. * 
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| 10 ITH OU Ta wiſn in her perſonal appear- flu 
ance beyond what decency required, the taſk ar 


and ſhe ſat contemplating the figure of De 
FE: Valcourt in her little drawing, which was 
now. finiſhed, and become the favourite or- 
nament of her apartment, till Lady Mount- 


Gannon came to attend her to the company. 
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With renovated ſpirits ſhe deſcended to 
the parlour, the glow of expectation danc- 
ing in her eye; and; Sir Charles, as he led 
her to her ſeat in the theatre, could not re- 
frain from whiſpering; his admiratrton; while 
the viſcount, diſappointed by the forward 8 


baronet, could only follow in her | train, and 


gaze, with delight, on the object he hoped 
ſoon to poſſeſs, and who. had never, till that i 


moment, appeared half ſo lovely in his eyes. 
Her father had promiſed him her hand, anc 
he felt ſecure ; nor had he the moſt diſtant 
idea of winning her affections by aſſiduous 


tenderneſs. A man of his conſequence, and 
perſonal attractions, aided by parental „ | 


fluence, had no reaſon, he thought, to dread 
a refuſal; and he hac! beheld; till now, the 


nine e $013 Aste; 
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- Wenne commenced, which, at 
firſt, afforded little amuſement to Matilda. 
The feats of activity, though they excited 


her admiration and created ſurpriſe, could 
n „„ rait e 


attentions of His; rival withy the mel perſec 
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HON conſciouſneſs. of error. 


raiſe no intereſt in her boſom—could awaken 
no ſympathy in her heart, and ſhe had full 
-leiſure to obſerve the conduct of Sir Charles 


— to liſten to his inſinuating addreſſes— to 


mention again his friend, and again hear 


him dexterouſly ſhift the ſubject, till ſhe felt 
convinced, that De Valcourt had, in him, 


cheriſhed the falſe friend that betrayed him. 
Yer; when ſhe: gazed on his countenance, 
which benevolence illumined—where open- 
neſs and-candour beamed, ſhe could hardly 


credit the circumſtances which fo ſtrongly 
impreſſed her with belief. She feared to 
acquaint De Valcourt with her ſuſpicions, 
though ſhe dreaded. concealment till more; 


' whatever had the appearance of myſtery, 


ſeemed to her fraught with miſchief, and 


The dramatic romance at "Rang began, 
when; feeling the full effect of acting, and 
alive only to the ſcene before her, ſhe forgot 
Sir Charles, and remembered only the plea- 


fure De Valcourt would enjoy, could he 
partake 
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partake of the amuſement which now faſci- 
nated all her powers. Two warriors the 
heads of ancient clans, long at enmity with 

each other, uniting for their common ſafety, 
had driven the enemy from their coaſts, | and 
were returning victorious - from the field, 
preceded. by the bards of their reſpective 
houſes, recounting the valorous deeds: of 
each, when, by ſome ill-timed flattery of 
their followers, the rancorous hatred ſo long 
cheriſhed in their hearts, again broke out: 
The quarrel, fomented by their «friends, 
ſoon became deſperate; they fought, and 
the battle, maintained by obſtinate valour, 
continued, till the death of one chief put an 
end to the combat. The victor then crown- 
ed with the ſpoils of the vanquiſhed, ap- 
proaches his home, when, preſenting his 
fiſter, the firſt perſon he meets at: the gate 
with the armour of his antagoniſt, yet reek- 
ing with blood, to decorate the hall of his 
father, he prepares to enter to the banquet, 
amidſt the acclamations of his: countrymen, 
22467480 But 


3 232 dfv. 
But his attention is arreſted by the re- 
| proaches of the lady, who, while ſhe- gazes 
on the ſpoils, recognizes: the well-known 
armour of her lover; the youth who had 
| _ long been in poſſeſſion of her ſecret affec- 
tion; to whom ſhe had been led to hope, 
fl ncec the union of their families, ſhie ſhould 
be united to for ever, and whoſe return ſhe 
had expected with impatience. The mute 
9 anguiſh of the lady, as ſhe preſſed the 
1 broken armour to her heart the reproach- 
ful looks ſne caft at her brother the de 
fpair which feemed to chill every faculty of to 
her foul as ſhe ſunk on the ground, refuſing V. 


all conſolation, contraſted with the 'oy of 
the warriors, and the. proud exulting looks | 
of the victor,” difplayed fuch powers ot the 
acting, as RA — 8 . eee ad 
$11; OJ 3: Et. a © In 1 
When he waa was Kniſheg, the! [cer 
| range of apartments brilliantly illuminated, IM Pipe 
| were opened for the maſks 3 in the grand Ml pipe 
| ſaloon, the band as iplaved for dancers; hero 
| | 25 n W ieft were o 
| | 8 l covered D571 
| 3 
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covered with all kinds of refreſhments; '/ 
through theſe were other apartments with 
lights arranged in fanciful devices, Which re- 
ceiving from the great hall a refreſhing cool- 
neſs, would form an agreeable retreat to the 
company, when heated . the crowd, or the 

_— of . h Yo nig i 50 

T he warty all ee to ni or t Wa 
ciful habits, Matilda, who had iw other 
change to make than her veil, ſeated herſelf 
in the ſaloon, which was already beginning 
to fill, anxiouſly. as: the aireyal of L wo 
Vacon: 07g 5 0 Aovt 5 28 lugt-190 

Lord Mountſhannon, acting as maſter of 
the feaſt, wore a Highland dreſs ; while his 
lady, and the attending ſervants, appearing 
in the fame, gave a pleaſing effect to the 
ſcene. | Mountford, who played the bag- 
pipe with exquiſite taite, appeared as ancient 
piper to the caſtle, ſinging plaintive ditties or 
heroic, ballads; adapted to the ſimple harmo- 
ny 12 _ One's Six Charles, fond of ac+, 


„ b tion, 
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tion, aſſumed the habit of a ſailor, entertain- 


ing the groups he could engage with hiſto- 
ries of unknown worlds where he had failed, 


and perilous adventures he had been in, in- 


_ terrupting his narration, to expreſs his ad- 

miration of the ſcene before him in rude tech. 
nical terms, which excited continual laugh- 
ter. The viſcount wore a Venetian dreſs, 
and with his guitar, ſupended by a crimſon 
cord round his neck, paraded the rooms, at 
times touching the inſtrument to ſoft Italian 

airs, or joining the dancers, as linden 
5 * 


* 
— 


Matilda continued for ſome time to watch 


the entrance of every gueſt unnoticed. The 
company expecting to ſee ſome fanciful diſ- 
play of taſte in her appearance, hed no idea 


that ſhe was the penſive figure in the vel; 


while Sir Charles, deceived by the ſame ex- 


pectation, vainly ſought her in every maſk 


that bore the leaſt reſemblance to her in 


form or figure. At length, moving her ſcat 


io have a more Pen view of the grand 
entrance, 
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entrance, he recognized her, and reſolving 


ſhe ſhould no longer remain a ſilent ſpecta- 
tor, or continue 1n the apartments without: 
ſuſtaining a character, he advanced with 
much ſolemnity, and falling on one knee, ad- 
dreſſed her as the guardian ſpirit of the rocks 


of Britain, imploring her protection, when 
he ſhould again ſail on the ocean, declaring 
himſelf one of the humbleſt of her votaries. 
Diſconcerted at being thus diſcovered,” and 


fearing ſhe ſhould not ſoon diſengage herſelf 


from the officious baronet, Matilda was at 


firſt unwilling to reply, but finding he was. 
not to be diverted from his purpole, ſhe an- 


ſwered in the ſame tone of gravity, © As a 
ſpirit my office is very peculiar—my powers. 


Imited—TI am only allowed to. be the guar- 


dian of truth and juſtice, and cannot exert 
my influence for any one who has ever vio- 
lated thoſe ſacred piineiples who has ever 
encroached, in thought, word, or deed on 
his neighbour's right—betrayed the confi- 
| dence repoſed i in him or praiſed deceit ;, 


you: 


- 4G... 
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you will, therefore, acknowldge I have no 
Power to ſerve _ | | 
SirCharles Wen ae and then with much 
gravity, began in a loud voice to proclaim 
her office and character, inviting all who had 
claims to prefer them now offering large 
re wards to thoſe who could ſtand the ſcrutiny 
and be returned as fit objects of her care, af- 
ter looking in the magic mirror of her eye. 


The light form and ſimple dreſs of Matilda 
according with every idea of a ſupernatural f 
being, ſhe was preſently ſurrounded by the 1 
crowd; while the name and office of the genius t 
of truth and juſtice was echoed through the 0 
apartments. Two men clad in ruſty armour, W 
now-advanced to claim her protection, boaſt- at 


ing their deeds of valour — telling of the of 


: many damſels they had reſcued from tyran- to 
nie fathers — the helpleſs innocents chey had Te 
* from W Ta 


"9 And how far, do you ſuppoſe,” faid ſhe, 
wy the ſimple love of Juſtice influenced your 
actions?“ 
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actions? They were ſilent, and ſhe pro- 
ceeded . Did no viſh for fame no love 


of popularity no ſelfiſh feeling, prompt your 


hearts — was it a pure diſintereſted effort of 
bengyolenea-rane, you analyſed you feel- 
wes 05 : 4 
3 They now aſſured her they had, and found 
themſ elves fully entitled to her protection; 
but before ſhe could reply, a conteſt aroſe 
between them for the pre- eminence in her 
fayour, which they agreed to decide by the 
ſword ; and a circle being ſoon formed, a. 
mock combat commenced, which dividing 
the attention, drew from her ſome of the 


crowd, with which ſhe had been ſurrounded, 


when the viſcount approached, and kneeling 


at her feet, ſang an Italian ſong on the powers 


of. love; while Sir Charles, determined not 
to be driven from his place, railed at his fo- 


reign jargon, in language ſuited to wy cha- 
racter. 125 2 
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238 DE VALCOURT,. 


The combat beginning to flag, Matilda 


and her party were again the objects of en- 


tertainment; when oppreſſed by the increaſ- 


ing crowd, ſhe was entreating her father, 
who, gratified by the admiration ſhe excit- 


ed, had joined the party, to lead her from 


the place, when the attention of the company 
was attracted by the entrance of a new cha- 
racter—an old man, apparently bending un- 
der the preſſure of age, ſlowly advanced 
through the throng; his venerable grey 
hairs ſhaded his forehead, and a beard of the 
ſame colour hung below his breaſt — a looſe 
robe covered his body—in his hand he car- 
ried a magic wand—while from his neck, a 


harp was ſuſpended, . which he ſtruct to ex- 


quiſite harmony, as he ſung ſome ſtanzas of 
an old ballad. The novelty of the figure, 
and the powers of muſic, charmed for ſome 
moments, this tumultuous aſſembly to ſilence. 
Matilda was deſerted, who, unable to ſup- 
preſs the riſing emotions that throbbed at 
her heart, ſtood gazing in ſpecchleſs delight 

117 on 
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on the altered form, while ſhe recognized the 
well-known voice of De Valcourt. 


When the muſic ceaſed, the venerable ſage, 
profeſſing the double ſight ſo often boaſted 


by his countrymen, began in enigmatical lan- 
guage, to deſcribe the characters, and foretell 

the future events in life of every perſon that 
accoſted him. As De Valeourt had ſeen 


much of the world, and poſſeſſed in an emi- 
nent degree the powers of oratory, joined to a 


faſcinating ſweetneſs of voice, they were at 


frſt any 3 with his oecentticities. 


Lord PW CAER? who had likened for 


ſome time to the ſtrange figure, at length 
ſtepped forward, and demanded to know if 
his future ſchemes would prove ſucceſsful, 
and the remainder of his life be happy.— 
The ſage gazed with ſcrutinizing earneſtneſs 
on the only part of his face viſible through 


his maſk, and ſhaking his head, would have 


paſſed on, but his lordſhip, whoſe intellects 
had never gained ſufficient ſtrength to ſhake 
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240 DE VALCOURT. 
off the ſuperſtitious prejudices in which he 
= had been educated, was rendered more anxi- 
8 ous by this ſeeming reluctance, and continu- 
4 l ed ſtrongly to urge his ſuit, till De Valcourt, 
| hoping to impreſs his mind with ſome ſeri- 


| ous reflection, uttered in a ſolemn tone, the 
following words : | 


4 Let the tyrant.tremble on his ſeat, the . 
0 days of his power will have an end—he is 
1; ; "uf 1 1 
. ſpreading his ſnare — he exults in his ma- ZZ 
* chinations, but they ſhall overwhelm him Fi 
| = with confuſion ; the virtuous ſhall triumph, 0 
1 while the ſelfiſh and unfeeling. ſhall be his M: 
4 | cn tormentor; thou haſt caſt away happi- 
bi neſs from thee, O man!—return to the paths 1 
= of refitudeand be bleſſed!? 
1 Alſtoniſhed at ſentences ſo applicable tq 


| ES N 55 himſelf, Lord Mou ntſhonnon trembled ; that 
A _ daring man, who could ſet the laws of ſocie- 
ty at def Fance—whoſe morals were ever ſub- 
ſervient to his intereſt or pleaſures, Was dif- 
1 = concerted, In vain did he attempt to laugh 


= 7 at 


— 


DE VALCOURT: - = 
. the ſolemn fool; as he retired from the 8 
crowd a hoarſe diſcordant ſound betrayed 

| him to the diſcerning obſerver, and ſhewed 
his irritated feelings under the thin veil of 
affected mirth. 


The company, who began now to grow 
tired of this dull farce, and who after hear- 
ing the reproof which ſo much affected his 
lordſhip, dreaded among ſo many general 
remarks on vice and folly, ſome that might 
ſtrike home to their own boſoms, turned 
from him to find Mob, animated eds of 
ins, TN 
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De Valcourt who had buc juſt diſcovered . 
Matilda, now ſprang forward, hoping to eſ- . 7 
cape with her from this ſcene of confuſion to 


b ſome ſpot where they might more freely 
a converſe; ; but Mandeville, whoſe paſſion (if 


inclination. ike his might be called paſſion} 
was rarfed to a higher pitch than uſual, had 
again thrown himfelf at her feer;: and en- 
coutaged by the wine he had drank, and the 
VOL, I, "8 fami- 


es of 
4-4 "» 
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familiarity the entertainment allowed, was 
pleading his love with all the eloquence he 
was maſter of, repeating, when his own rhe- 
thoric failed, ſcraps of French and Italian 
ſonnets ; whilſt Sir Charles, who, from his 
obſervations on the viſcount's conduct, be- 
gan to think he was encouraged in his ad- 
dreſſes to Matilda by her father, reſolving to 
watch, that he might detect his lordſhip's 
duplicity, placed himſelf cloſe by her ſide, 
completely guarding her from the near ap- 


proach of 170 other | V 
| 2 hi 

acaln diſappointed, De Valcourt waited he 
ſome more favourable opportunity, and was 4 
compelled to liſten to the viſcount's conver- fro 
ſation, while it agonized his heart, till he was vil 
more than once on the point of throwing off th 
his diſguiſe and chaſtiſing theanſolent plead- WM te 
er; but the diſtreſs of Matilda, who ſeemed IM imp 
to implore his patience—the aſperity with MM ther 


which ſhe repelled the viſcount's addreſſes- mon 


the inconveniences a premature diſcovery IM "tri; 
| mut! the v 


-, 


wt 


DE VALCOURT. 243 


muſt have expoſed her to, reſtrained the i im- 
petuoſity of his W 


Sir Charles continued to interrupt the viſ- 
count's pleadings by ſarcaſtic obſervations, 
in which ſo much anger was mingled, that 
Matilda began to be alarmed, when De Val- 
court, emboldened by the painful ſituation 
to which ſhe was now reduced, taking ad- 
vantage of the momentary abſence of the an- 
gry baronet, preſſed forward, ſeizing} her arm 
with one hand, and waving with the other 
his wand over the company that ſurrounded 
her, © It is mine, ſpirit of virtue,” faid he, 


as he drew her haſtily along, to guard thee 


from the obſtruſive gaze of erring mortals, I 1 
will lead thee where maternal virtue ſhall be 
thy ſhield,“ darting with ſwiftneſs through 
the crowd, wha ſurpriſed and awed by his 
impreſſive manners, attempted not to itop 
them; they were out of the apartment in a 
moment ; but Sir Charles, who ſuſpected an 
intrigue, and who thought he remembered 
the voice of De Valcourt, determined to fol- 

* 2 low 
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low them as ſoon as he could ſteal away un- 
obſerved. | 


{Arann almoſt breathleſs 3 in the hall, De 


Valcourt entreated Matilda to go with him 


to the library, where they might be free from 


interruption ; half fearing to comply, yet 
ſtrongly inclined to go, ſhe heſitated, when 
urging 1 more warmly his requeſt, aſſuring her 
it was the only moment he ſhould have be- 
fore his departure, to liſten to the voice of 
love, or give her a faint picture of his ow 
feelings, as his honour was concerned, to 


vindicate his claim to the family title, and 


clear his character from the odium of an im- 
poſtor, ſhe ſuffered him to lead her along, 
till recollecting with how much greater ſatis- 
faction ſhe ſhould enjoy this converſation, i if 


Lady Mountſhannon, who would be pained, 


if ſhe miſſed her from the apartments, was 
acquainted with it, ſhe entreated him to re- 
turn, and ſee her mother before they pro- 


ceeded to the library. 


De 
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De Valcourt, who ſtung with jealouſy, and 
agitated by fears, interpreted every part of 
Matilda's conduct to a change of affection, 
and the impreſſions his rivals had made on 
her heart, could not endure this ſeeming re- 
luctance, but yielding to the violence of paſ- 
ſion, he threw himſelf on the floor, upbraid- 
ing her with inconſtancy—refuſing to riſe or 
liſten to the voice of reaſon. Nor was it till 
after ſhe had ſoothed him with the moſt en- 
dearing exyreEon ofaffettion—the moſt fer- 
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5 vent aſſurances of unalterable love, ſne could 

„cam the agony of his mind. At length the 4 

caergy that beamed on her face the tears 1 

= 5 
WE that trickled down her checks, ſtruck con- = 


> idiion to his heart ; he felt the injuſtice of © 


$- 
F his ſuſpicions, and became in turn, the 
11 anxious pleader for pardon of his i impetuous Ps 


fury ; and Matilda loved too well to with 
hold her forgiveneſs, ſo neceſſary at the 
preſent moment to his happineſs; though 
he reſolved at ſome future period to correct 
at violence of temper, and eraſe from his 
M3 mind 
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mind that aptitude to ſuſpicion his com- 
merce with evil had created. 


= He was now equally ardent in thanks for 
her goodneſs ; acknowledged the propriety 
of her wiſh, and was preparing to lead her 
back in ſearch of Lady Mountſhannon, when 
a figure gliding along the dark end of the 
hall, towards that part of the caſtle which 
ftill remained uninhabited, alarmed Matilda; 
the maik, which in his agitation, had fallen 
from De Valcourt's face, was not yet re- 
placed, and ſhe feared they were watched; 
but he endeavoured to diſſipate her fears, 
and her mind being occupied with more 
tender ſolicitude, fhe paſſed on, and ſoon 
forgot the circumſtance. 


— 


ES They walked unmoleſted through the 
apartments, anxiouſly ſeeking Lady Mount- 
ſhannon; the company were divided into 
various groups, fome were dancing, others 
idly ſtrolling from walk to maſk, ſome al. 


ſembled round the fupper=rables, were 
drink- 
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drinking lewd toaſts, and amuſing their de- 
bauched imaginations with all the varied 
turns wit could give to indecency; and o- 
thers, already intoxicated, were reeling along 
in ſtupid imbec -itiry, or rivting with noiſy 
vociferation, as their temper or general ha- 
bits inclined them. 


In one corner of a room that was almoſt 


delerted, they beheld the Viſcount Mande- 


ville and Lord Mountſhannon in earneſt con- 


verſation, heated both by wine and anger, 


and apparently thrown off their guard, for- 
getful of the place they were in and the 
numbers that ſurrounded them. Matilda as 
ſoon as ſhe ſaw her father, was about to re- 
tire, but De Valcourt darting his eyes round 
and ſeeing Lady Mountſhannon, ſeated on a 
ſofa in great agitation, arreſted her ſteps. 
They ſoon approached her, ' when at their 


earneſt deſire, ſhe retired with them a little- 


farther from the place where his lordihip was 
fi itting, t that ſhe might attend to their diſ- 
courſe, though too much interreſted in the 
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converſation -ſhe had accidentally heard, to 
* the Ok: 


De Pons: ho gave a brief hiſtory 


of his conduct during his month of ab- 
ſence, and related the aher eng he had 
been able to make on his lordſhip, which 
ſeemed to add greatly to the agitation of 
Lady Mountſhannon. He then entreated 
her to allow him a few minutes private con- 
verſation with Matilda in the library, to 
which ſhe readily conſented; indeed, fo 


firmly was ſhe at that moment perſuaded of 


Die Valcourt's honour, and ſo much were her 


fears | excited by what had fallen from her 


huſband and the Viſcount, that ſhe would 
gladly have united them for ever, had the 
means been at hand. 


But ſtarce, had. they .quined the, ſpot, 
when Matilda caught the eye of her father, 


who ſuddenly ſtarting from his ſeat, imme 


diately joined chem, and attempted to be 


gay; the effort, however, was vain, and the 
| | whole 


4 


7 0 
MW 


DE FALGOURT.. 249 


SD 


whole party diſconcerted by this rencontre, 
walked filently on, till again mingling with 
the crowd which filled the other rooms, 
they loſt ſomewhat of their preſent embar- 
raſſment in the ſallies of the maſkers who ad- 
drefſed them; but De Valcourt was obliged 
to reſtrain his impatience till Matilda could 
retire unnoticed, which did not happen till 
the evening was far advanced, when fearful of 
obſervation, ſhe went alone to wait his ar- 


rival in the library. 
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Thinking himſelf now ſecure, he was pre- 
paring to follow, and had actually reached 3 
the laſt room through which he was to paſs, 
when he was arreſted by an old woman, who 
ſtriking him lightly over the ſhoulder with 
her crutch, cried © Stop, thou hypocrite; 
does it belong to the hoary head to follow - 
beauty to its ſecret chambers—was it for this 
you wore the habit of ſanctity for this you® - 
read grave lectures on morality, and con- 
demned our ſeſtive gaiety? But I will pre- 

vent It you—age, wrinkles, and deformity ſhall. 


1 5 
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be your companion for this night ;” ſo ſay- 
ing, ſhe put her arm within his, and graſped 
it with a vehemence, wholly incompatible 
with her decrepid appearance. In vain did 
he endeavour to diſengage his arm ; in vain 
in his rage did he curſe the beldam, why 
thus detained him from his Matilda ; in vain 
he entreated her to releaſe him; ſhe laughed 


at his prayers and his rage, till fearing from 
his violent efforts, he ſhould diſengage him- 


ſelf from her graſp, ſhe uttered a loud 


ſcream, which drew round them a number of 
ſpectators, who, diverted with the diftreſs of 


the ſage, and the obſtinate perſeverance of 


his perſecutor, had no inclination to quit the 


ſcene. Convinced he could not now eſcape, 


ſhe looſed her hold, and De Valcourt endea- 
voured to evade her perſuit, but ſhe croſſed 
him at every ſtep, till the company began to 


ſeperate. The rooms were nearly emptied, 


the candles burnt dim, and the ſpirits of the 
gueſts ſeemed exhauſted, all but his tor- 


menter's, who appeared determined not to 


| loſe ſight of him while he remained in iy of 


the apartments, 


Lord 
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Lord Mountſhannon. too, eyed him with 
ſcrutinizing attention, as he bade farewell to 


his company, till he thought it would be beſt 


to paſs: the gate, and lingering about the 
caſtle, find ſome means to ſee Matilda from 
her window, and tell her his ſituation. The 
old woman followed him through the court, 


and then ſatisfied with having diſappointed 


him for that night returned faying, © De 
Valcourt, you are known ; farewell, Mar- 
quis, and remember next time you maſque- 


rade it, to find ſome more effectual 4 


mn 


EY 4 . 


Matilda, who would, in her preſent ſituation, 


have thought even a minute tedious, waited 
hour after hour, anxiouſly liſtening to every 


breeze that conveyed to her ears the mingl- 


ed ſounds from the diſtant apartments, ae 


fancyiag De Valcourt's footſteps in every 


ruſtling noiſe, till ſhe heard the great clock 
ſtrike two, three, and four With dretiul i impa- 
tience. Her pride now; Se dern A 
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tractive female, and regardleſs of her impa. 
tience of the ſolicitude ſhe felt, was trifling 

away thoſe precious hours, which would, 
perhaps, never return, in the mere effuſions 

of thoughtleſs gallantry; for to what elſe 

could ſhe impute his long delay? Reſoiy- 

ing to wait no longer his leiſure, ſhe walked 
penſively through the long paſſage, reflect. 

ing as ſhe went, on the pangs of ill-requited 
4 love, and determining, if poſſible, to ſubdue 
her ill- placed affection. As ſhe paſſed along 
the hall, the rattling of the carriage wheels 
through the court as the gueſts were depart- - 
ing, broke her reverie, and ſhe felt halt in. 
_ Elined to enter the rooms, to convince her- 
ſelf if her ſuſpicions of De Valcourt were 
lf true; but her ſpirits were unequal to the 


taſk, and ſhe flowly aſcended the ſtairs to her 
wother $ alter: 6 
£ | 
9 ; y Mountſhannon was yielding to de- I 
Preton of ſpirits when Matilda entered; the e 
events of the day had created a kind of WM { 
Ty — in her mind — an anxious Pp 


1165115 | fore- 
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Serbocing of future evil, which all her rea- 
ſoning powers were not able wholly to con- 
troul; but repreſſing theſe painful fenſations 
in the preſence of her daughter, whoſe mind 


ſhe was unwilling tO pain by a recital of 


thoſe circumſtances which had wounded her 
own, ſhe preſſed her to her maternal boſom, 
while ſhe related the cauſe which detained 
De Valcourt from her. Matilda's anger 
being quickly changed into regret, ſhe re- 


tired to weep her diſappointment, and pity 


158 man _ * Juſt before COTS 


No FURY did he 2 ew: tei 
then it occurred to her, that De Valcourt, 
vho had been accuſtomed to enter the libra- 
ry through a covered walk of the garden, 
might have recourſe to that expedient now, 
as ſhe could not believe he would, quit the 


caſtle without making ſome effort to ſee her, 
and remembering the outer door was faſten * 


ed, ſhe once more went back to place the 
key on the outſide; but as ſome of the com- 


pany ſtill lingered in the avenues, * 0 | 
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\ at- - DE VALCOURT, 
remain there; ſhe. A returned to wait till 


all was {eat and at reſt. 


Gre tr” 


ed her through the night, now ſubſided into 
ſettled ſorrow. She could think of nothing 
but the approaching fe paration from De Val- 
court the uncertainty of their meeting a- 
gain; till dwelling on thoſe fears which 
crowded her mind, ſhe began to think of the 
expected interview as the moment when ſhe 


muſt. bid him an eternal adieu, and her heart 
ſickened at the thought. United to him, ſhe. 


fancied. her mind ſufficiently ſtrong to bear 


= every other evil; but to be ſevered for ever, 
_  - was an idea too painful to be endured. 


In the midſt of theſe corroding re flections, 


Matilda fancied ſhe heard the muſic of. De 


Valcourt's harp ; ſhe liſtened with profound 
attention, and for ſome moments all Was 
ſilent, when a few chords were again ſtruck ; ; 
ſne then haſtily opened the window ; it was 


dark 


The varied emotions of hope, fear, expec- 
5 tation, and diſappointment, which had agitat- 
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22 


dark and cloudy—no ſtar illumined the ſæy, 

only a few diſtant ſtreaks of light proclaimed 

approaching day. She looked earneſtly 

round, but could diſcern no obje&t—ftill ſne 

ſtood contemplating, in her mind's eye, the 
well-known proſpect, till the ſtarting tear re- 
lieved the throbbings of her boſom, when a 

man walking penſively beneath her window, 

ſeemed to fix his eyes attentively on her 

this, ſhe thought muſt be De Valcourt—and - 
the thought was confirmed, when calling on 

his name he approached, and pointing his hand, 

as if to ſome object within hearing, re main- 

ed ſilent. She pauſed a moment, then writ- 

ing on a ſlip-of paper “ The key is on the 
outſide of the library door; I will ſteal there 
if all is quiet. God bleſs you.“ She threw . 1 
it from the window, and haſtily cloſing the 2 
caſement, crept ſoftly along the gallery, 
liſtening to every noiſe which ſeemed to in- 
terrupt the ſolemn ſtillneſs which now pre- 
vailed, where riot had ſo lately revelled. - 


—— 


3 
3 


3 
18 


4 —— 
—— — 


8 


8 


. 
rr SER 
"IS ESRC 


SS 
e 


. ˙ Ct nn 
. 
7 


——— 
9 
= 
— 


— * — — 
& * =? = 
> ve ey a 
4 * 


5 — 7 
— % 


LAS Mt WT Yn 
2232 


af gn . 
r 
. Sei nd, Tar; 


ga 3 - 


„ 


LN 82 = 

5 D 2 
r 
ce. 


** 7 a. 


IIS: 


— 


N ings OE ns. SRP 
n 


n 2 


n 


2 n 


—— 3 7 
=P 
** 


256 DE \F&LCOURT,. | 


Not perfectiy fatisfied with herſelf, her 


mind for the firſt time felt a ſuperſtitious 
. dread, ſhe ſtarted at the echo of her own 
ſootſteps; while the antique figures of her 
anceſtors ſhook by the eddies of wind which 
played through this gothic building, ſeemed 
to her diſturbed fancy to threaten ſome im- 
pending danger; there was ſomething in this 
ſecret meeting which impreſſed her with 
awe. The lamp in the hall was nearly ex- 


tinguiſhed, and the light ſhe carried aſſailed | 


by the current of air as ſhe deſcended the 


ſtairs, ſcarce fufficed to guide her ſteps; as 


ſhe reached the bottom a cat who had been 
ſleeping, diſturbed by her approach, ſprung 


acroſs the path, when Matilda ſunk down in 
momentary terror, till venturing to look 
round the beheld the animal, and laughed 


at her own fears. Ah! thought ſhe, what 
is it that makes ſuch a coward of me? Am 
I conſcious of purſuing a wrong action? 
Surely no—for it would be cruel to let De 


Valcourt depart without the moſt ſolemn 


Aurances of my love: it muſt be the ſecre- 


oh 


DE, VALCOURT. 7, 
ey then with which I am obliged to admit 
him, that thus unnerves me yet certainly 
we have a right when oppreſſed by power, 
to procure happineſs for ourſelves by any 
means, not injurious to our fellow creatures; 3. 
why then am ] ſo weak—l will yield no 
longer to theſe fooliſh fears. | 
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3 3 by theſe refletions, ne 
reached the library, De Valcourt was not 
jet come, and ſhe ſat endeavouring to, col- 
k& ſpirits for this wiſhed for, yet dreaded 
interview z one moment ſhe, .refolved to 0 
brave every danger, and entreat him to 
allow her to ſhare his fortune 8, and by an, 
immediate union. prevent the poſſibility 4 
their being ever ſundered — the next, the 
ars Lady Mountſhannon had raiſed in her 
mind of his inconſtancy, and the idea that he. 
might ceaſe to love her, made her ſhudder ; 4 
2 10 ſhe had little reaſon to hope De Val- 
court would conſent to an union, however 
eßrable, while his name was. loaded with 
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Thus loſt in a train of painful reflection, 
the outer door was ſuddenly opened, and 


before ſhe had time to obſerve the object 
that entered, Matilda was folded in the arms 


of Sir Charles. Diſappointment, indigna- 


tion, and terror, for ſometime held her 
ſilent, and ſuſpended every faculty of her 
ſoul, till at length reſuming her natural 
courage, ſhe broke from his graſp, and run- 
ning to the door had nearly eſcaped, when 
placing himſelf fo as to guard the - paſſage, 
and ſeizing her had, he again forcibly de- 


tained her, but darting on him a look of in- 


effable diſdain, while anger ſparkled in her 
eye, ſhe commanded him to releaſe her 
hand, declaring ſhe would not remain a 
moment longer with him. The energy 
with which ſhe ſpoke, and the reſolution 
which ſeemed to animate her whole frame, 


awed even the libertine, Sir Charles; and 


he immediately dropped the hand he had 
before giaſped with ſuch fervor, but {till 
| keeping his back to the door, he continued 
to entreat the would hear him. 


5 Ma- 


259 
Matilda, though ſubject to ſudden guſts 
of paſſion, had taken too much pains to 
ſubdue this error of her temper, to remain 


DE VALCOURT. 


long under its influence, and the idea of 


midnight rape and murders not being pre- 


ſent to her imagination, ſhe fat down with 


tolerable compoſure to liſten to the Baronet, 
while he who had expected and prepared 
himſelf to encounter all the difficulties fe- 
male terror and diſappointment could create, 
was at firſt rather diſconcerted by the calm 
compoſure of her manners, but ſoon reco- 
vering himſelf, he ſunk at her feet in an at- 
titude of diſtreſs, and began to breath forth 
the ardor of his paſſion, to complain of her 
coldneſs, and impute to that his preſent con- 


duct, continuing with great volubility to 


plead, till ſhe ſtopped him ſhort by re- 
minding him of the tndelicacy of chuſing 
that moment for ſuch a converſation,” and 
coolly obſerved as ſhe moved towards the 
door, if he had nothing elſe to ſay it was un- 
neceſſary to detain her longer; when ſtung. 


* 


by her indifference, he eried, had De 8 
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court been here, madam, you would not 

have been in ſuch a hurry to depart, it was 

for him theſe lines were intended, holding 

in his hand the paper the had incautiouſly 
thrown from the window, it is not to the 
indelicacy of an aſſignation that ybu object, 

wy _ to > him who has met 5805 | 


| Matilda, So ich abies was too 


well prepared by his preceding conduci, to 
be thrown off her guard, and fixing her eyes 


ſteadfaſtly on his face, the faid, © Ungene- 


rous as your preſent treatment of me is, 
mean too as is the advantage you have taken 

of me, and weatherous as I ſuſpe& your 
conduct to De Valcourt has been, I will yet 


tell to you the fituation of my heart, while I 


_ endeavour to explain the motives of my ac- 
tions, which I hope will induce you to be- 
have with equal fincerity. I will not affect 


to have miſunderſtood your attentions—no, | 


have ſeen with regret the preference with 
which you honored me, and even you muſt 


: do me the Juſtice to acknowledge that I 


have 


— Ho his 


loy 


DE VALCOURT:. — 


- 


have uniformly repelled your. love 55 1 1 
knew you my heart was devoted to De Val- 
ocurt—l had. reſcued. him from death—had: - 
watched him thro' alingering illneſs, and heard 
a faithful recital of every action of his paſt life; 
had found i in him ſuch a perfect congeniality 
that our hearts had formed an indiſſoluble 
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union even before we were aware that we 9 
loved ; our wiſhes were in uniſon, and- with 1 
us it ſeemed like one mind animating two- q 
bodies—mine i is not an affection that can be 4 
| ſhaken—time and abſence, . thoſe” foes to | 


love, would I am perſuaded, only add ſtrength 
to mine ;—a heart thus occupied—warmed- 
with ſuch ardent feelings could have no idle 
vanity to gratify and your paſſion, whether 
real or affected, has ever given me pain.?“ 
Sir Charles would have interrupted her here, . 
but waving her hand to demand attention, 
he was ſilent. I have admired, conti- 
nued Be, the ſuperior powers of your 
mind, but the licentious indulgence you al- 
lowed your own vices, and the ſarcaſtic ſe- 
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verity with which you ſcann'd the "WY of 
others, deterred me from ſeeking your 
friendſhip, forgive this freedom, I am going 
to give you ſtill greater proofs of my ſince. 


rity.” 


END OF VOL. 1. 
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JUST PUBLISHED, 


FRE 
| MARGATE NEW. GUIDE, 
Y I SES OR. 


MEMOIRS OF FIVE FAMILIES our OF SIX 3 


Who in Town diſcontent with a good Situation, 
Make Margate the Place of. their Summer! Migration,” 


: 3 With Notes, and Gare dee, Aurdbren. 
| Non ego otoordsd Uierinsk carmine quenquam, 5 = 


SEA | -  Nullaveneconato eſt litera aut ice 2 5 „ 


Ry Nor ſcandal dread, nor fulſome panegyric, N | 
- - Fig harmleſs; and but playfully Gtyric. 
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4 Dor very favorable accounts of this work, for the Lady" 8 Month 
T Muſeum, e Viſitor, and Monthly Mi irror. 


